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Abstract With the rapid development and widely deployment of multimedia and Internet Technology, there has been
a tremendous increase in the amount of multimedia data. This has caused the information contained in audio, which is
an important part of multimedia data, to greatly expand. Audio information retrieval hence becomes a significant re-

search field of modern information retrieval. Unlike text retrieval. however, audio information retrieval is usually se-
mantic oriented and such technologies as feature extraction and pattern matching will be necessarily used. This article
presents an overview on these technologies as well as some audio retrieval systems.
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