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Abstract As an important research content of source code analysis and comprehension,identifier normalization is the leading field
of the current research of software engineering. Identifier normalization aims to parse identifiers into natural language terms so as
to improve the understandability and maintainability of source code. There are generally two challenging steps in identifier nor-
malization:identifier splitting and identifier expansion. This paper introduced the research status of identifier normalization in de-
tail ,conducted an in-depth analysis of the research status,and summarized the difficulties and deficiencies of the existing work. At
the same time,in order to solve the difficulties and challenges in identifier normalization, this paper summarized and prospected
the feasible solutions and future development trends in this field, hoping to guide more researchers into this important research

field.
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Fig. 1 Workflow of identifier normalization
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