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A Survey on Visual Languages Formal Specification by Grammatical Approach

XU Hong-Xia ZHANG Li
(Software Engineering Institute, Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Beijing 100083)
Abstract Visual languages is an important component of human-computer interaction. Grammar provides a useful
formalism for specifying visual languages. This paper begins with the analysis of characterization of visual languages,
then reviews theoretical aspects of grammar-like visual language formal specification, particularly of graph grammar

and attributed multiset grammar, and also discusses several specification formalisms in the field. Several current re-

search tasks and their challenge are pointed out finally.
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BrE2ott L 0FE AT THRAES ML ER B
ROERTHSTIEMEMHERTE, WoCEN ZE
REHCLE P BEFEHREFTEE TRERENEEE
BCEUERNAE, EELFBTALEREARMANKE.
MXEFEUTENR 2 FHENEEERIER T AR
BROEEHMNBERTAA, R8BS ZERN—M
FE.ARA BTN X ERR TR EFFEIEENESEES
PURET TV B BR1EL e R EE B EFEH
FAERFHSE MEREMNREEHABERS FHETES
X R JLf] K T A E BT & A F 4 ST R T .

31 BEARES

BRI TR S SO R R X AR EiREH
NHEMEEBR— SRR ZEER AN
RE—RNEEFS B o uEERERTRTANEES.
HFE R SCEE (shape grammar )t 43 3 3 (tree grammar)(®,
HESTMEEFSREAMERES  —1MLH—1B".E
K" B"HARERF MR ZZBE. 5 —FTRY
ARFEEFSRBERR AL TR ERES S, Q7EKF 8
EMEFEEFRHASXR, 2 HA041 F Lk (positional
grammar)t¥] B B 37 Bk (array grammar)t, Pl EF LA
EUHBEMRAXEES MR ETAERNER S
REREENTE, REF R FRMJLETRLIES .

EMAR R SCEFT KRBT RS HFER AR . B X
(graph grammars) 1 & #: £ E £ 4 3 3 (attributed multiset
grammars) , T A FA XA T EHTR.

32 BEXE

1969 4E Pfaltz 1 Rosenfeld®™ % 3% 7 H b “web gramm-
ars"MNE L, BFTREEXENERFE, BYHEEEE
ERTAEEMQ, B —E E 1R (Gmage) A & (graph) %R, H
i iRC M 4 SRR IFIEXT R HIRIEN LR R LR R B
T BAEXECLR ZRTHEZER, mEE R BEER.
HITRE BEERE . TTRILES F.

BEXENEEORBHBRET —HHANPUER
B EALEEXENEXZLALENMBLIEERS,
mE . F.FHE.

Y EAEXEHEFFEEE —FIRCEGH
EXEXLH:

G=(NODES, EDGES ,labely ,labelr ,source,target) (1)
H+.NODES #1 EDGES, RESMANAEFIEEZEE;

labely #1 labels, 55 =5 FLA KPR R RO BT MR RF
R P AN IMANERRFS;

source ¥l target, T ETF T L e MEMBEM.

ELRFRNERLRER P EETULH b BESEE
% ATTULE A ER B MRk IR RS ES L E
B FH S, ME 1R GE ST RN A, T AR E R — X
HBRZEFEEZ N DG EE (B multigraph), RBAAEAH
BFIREX ST,
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(Nz7E21LN21L527527T2)EEMB€J ,iﬂj’ﬂz

GG, )

%Eﬂ%#ﬁi—’l‘"ﬂﬁiﬁﬁ h:G,—~>G;,h="_(hy,he),hn?
Nl_’szhE’El—’Esz?ﬁE:v

« Loy (n) = Lny (hy (n)) , Ly (e) = Ly Che(e)) , Y n€
Ni,Y e€E,

chn(S51(e)) =8, (he(ed)  hn (T (e)) =T, (he(e)) , XY e
€E,

U EHRIES HR, SR G g EMian] &858
5 h G4 Sk, AR REE. BN AR RMSEXER.

ESLS %E Gl(NlrEleNl’LElrSZ’TI)Eﬁ GZ(N29
EZ!LNZ !LEZ !SZ’TZ)%%Q vﬂ“iajb

G.CG, 3

L ENYE NCNHECE:, BXY n€N, Lm(n) =Lx,
(n),XV e€EE;,S,(e)=S,(e), T (e)=T,(e) LR G
HEEOCMNBEENFRGCGHESER . OEANTFEF
BEEAEMNE. BN IR RXE—H.

EUEXTFEMNEXRMZ E BECETUA—THE
TAFEXY,

GCG=(Zn,32t,8,P) @
H.Sn BEAGHEAFEE, S BAGEATSE, U
SI=3FEXK,.S€EIHEMFELERS . PR-NEFES
R NE, FM IR~ =THLHS ,RHS ,E)E
P,H%.LHS.RHS, A RFRF=EILNYEZBNALE;
E, - ¥4, #REE RHS hE S STEADHEE
WorER.

AEXEERERA—TMALEERG HSIUBMNET
BEMTELE B, —APERXNEERREESN T —
FEERE. MBEEXEFERXETEERRASRE, I
B AEE GE#H A host graph) T 5F4AR P AR
LHS B F 8 MLGRN redex), WA ML A G PB X,
BredR PHAE RHS it ML, RIGZREANE EX
A RHS MERE GOF&RS G HiE NTTHEEGCEE
B G, =GURHS/ML, \BHBELFFth. L EER*
ERXBEEBROFETENEERESBECEE XHNE
F,932%,L(GG) ={G|S ==>G).

3.3 BSEEAYE

RUEZEEAXEAMGRAETIRLBEERSZTES
AMESRR . A EFRE . EESERINETRFSRALE
MAREGHES  EFEERXNELBERERFTENER,
HASHMFHFAEE  BREIR LELFREE X RILEM
NHIEFE XEMEREF . AMG T B—NTTA KR,

AMG=(Zn,3t,S,I,D,P)(5)

He Sn BIERERSHE .S RAEF SR, ZnUZ=53,5¢€
Sn BMBRS, ] ZERERRFSE,.D ERAEER, =4l
G, I,D)RRBEFEHER,

PREERES, BIAFERTH—IMP=T4HR,SF,
OFELEPRERXDI N-MBEEHR,N RRIELYE
B METRFEHEZELS,;SF.IEXRNES; C.HHEH
£4.
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o BREREFERTEIFSREREM .

occur(p)=_{J occur(Z.)
Z,€ (M.

occur{Z)=1{Z.a,la. € attr(Z)}

AMG FERXBRES AFRFER. E X REMTER
2 HP HBEREARTEAALATSHRAE B LEH
EEXREFTARENBEN HREFHEREELREET
{True,False) BBt Gt YR Z FREBERF T HF S 2ZEMIL
MBXER, WESEAN AR ZE. & ZEXERX
F

N> {My, M)

N. a;=f,({defined attributes))

N.an= fn({defined attributes))
Where
constraint1 ({defined attributes))

constraintn((defined attributes))

HRHEZELANEEX N EETREHVHAFSHSE
MAEETELTSHFTFZELS EH LAMG) = {w|w
€3 ,S==>w),

3.4 BEREHMBMSHEAIUANLER

BRI BRI ICESITFR, AIRICEEREEY
EEH MBRESEESXEREHTESE R, 2AYELSH
EEREEMEZSELS. TH, RIIFEHFTEH— TR
ST B EAEE kR A AT A RRERET B,
STEMARZIARBTE—ISITRAREFLENN
BOARA“D"HEABRBRARR FAMTBEREXY
RAERMTERZEAEMNS  BATR EH AR SERCERR
TFEFXRRER, FARUMEZHTRIES , ETXXEX
BEXERARANE BFNTEEERERR THEER, X
REME. RS REZERS 0 B RRENAE R
HERRANRZENERE XHREFXBTEN, HERESH
ByOEHEARE R ENITE MBHARMNEE.
BEEEBEERHEGITAELSSBMTERENN, B kG
EBERmM—ERE.

BRE RMNEEREL THERARNBYBRETE. BT
BRFZEN_EXE, LR S EEHRIELEFHEEINE
HEMBHRFTSBZBNXE AMG WER T EERAR
A—EBEFERPHREREEYRRE LT XHXE. 6
BEAEMR BT ED RUERENLER, M HETS
BRERKROHENBENARPFRIRBIHXERFR.
CCHEMAMbTE, —BRHELETYXTE —REEHK
HRPRBATHEE TR A TRISHEENTEMAX
XM CEMTEERF BEXRESERN ETXTES
SHELEEANERER MALEEAFRAHENX
Z nzEeE. ZREGM T MRS E A BN E
BXR IR ESRERNIA /S O RR SR AR5
AN/ SR X RS ER, REKA NN Bk
EREFEENS S ZEYBRFXE.

4 BREARG
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RISCH BB HE R  SCRE R IR A ek R B I B R B
HUAFEBFTT M HIH, €14 5 &: LGG (Layered
Graph Grammar )P, RGG (Reserved Graph Grammar )12,
PLG (Picture Layout Grammar)U* CMG (Constraint Multi-
set Grammar)UJ RG (Relational Grammar)®*! PG (Position-
al Grammar)"¥ SRG (Symbol Relation Grammar )01, H
LGG.RGG BEX THF M # R . PLG.CMG X TR
S EHEA T EMNEETHE RG.SRG £X E X, SRG &£
BREREREICEN L, RGERBUEZSELESGEN
— L, AR U X E RN ARE PG M E R AT
XEBEENEHTEHERR B THERAIRAER, GXI
AT T IRA G R 1R X Bt e A # 4.

B R TR, — M R RN
REENRE RN A LR Bl ERE—F
NEEAE RN BRBRXHENEN RSB RS,
R XA ET . B L A TRERITEENERE &
ANEHRRECECLRET —HRE, 10 CMG XXkt &
LR M R RGG A BM AR AL B ETXTE
HEE%%.

5 ERHRATMLLR

B ERETE, TREEFNSESEFEEA# R
ARTFXEETMEEITE, (18] i T ML ES
M RAE B F TR EE BN E SN ER.TT
BAESEN—FES EFFRBEEBENSEEFER.H
D EXHEHEAEENTFRAZLETI=1EE B4
¥

O TRAALFETHR T A TREFBTHFESRIMTE,
HHEEER  RAS - FIEEXNR  FENSFEETE RS
R, — R A =XRE B RE GEERERE URE.
AERARRTHSMERSE FERUERETERIES
MESELRENA T BN ZERENTRBE . HET
BPREHIEBRFTS F5 RN B4R AVLERSIFEH P F
AEXEENR F-EMARXEZEARREAEAER.

(D#EMELe TREETHEEEEATEARE
SGERZBIMTEEE RIFUHER A E LN ERR
FMERBN B, TTHREETESEATCERTSS . B
KIERNMRIEE EEEEEX T AR RHERYEL
R 2B EEAROER MBFEELTHRZME
B BAYELE, HTTMALIE AT LT RAMN & LRE
ER AN REEIARSORR ST ENELS EH, L2
Fri8 44 pretty print [[]5H,

Dot TTRAEBGHEBEESFTER—BREZEE
M. B TEAEFSZERFESETEXE FTURTRER
FETHRANNAEESES N FES - EREEHEL
B—HE g, BRI LR 4728 LT HERT S E£E5 0 R
FXRE,LUF A Earely ##k .Cocke-Younger-Kasami &%,
FUEERN AW, #THEE BANEM, EEHTRT)
HEAHR.BE A THHZTHRMAEETR LT XHEXH,
B, s o 428 L A BT R R S B SR AR

(DELHHE BNEXRRIEF=FHE.ERX
. EERARERRL. BT ELNARARG T AL,
BXMERNCHREYER SLE2EMAFBSEERNER
R E R R, OCL. 43K 7 T AL B 8
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mantics) )L EN H .

A1 LA TS T LR XA L
ET) ti&t BATE A ]
LGG | Rekery TTXER | e HBEXR. CAXASMUCRRE | @ TURREHTRLES,
Schirr M HEFSR, HUBREFRERR | nRk. HE. SERMOES
i ZLeiden X ¥ T o BIALTIMESHA, 7
o SIMHEMAER, AHENS R, BEEHRELEER
Z R R BARLENEY
RGG | Da-Qian Zhang BABIE | o BT LGG, ®fiE: MEIA®RC | @ AURXEHEREENA
/Kang Zhang TXTR B4 SRR RIS SRR R WALES
"X A ¥ o MLTEEMN, BEHRES o FEBELEAMAMREL
Macquarie K% o SHNEHRERIEELR NAC, ERHREES NTE
etk 53
SRG | F.Fermucci ctal. BORN: |e FRIBIKBNESR%: RS | AEREHRE, alble XEAL
BXRSslemoX | L FXEX | BEERZK. XEEERL FXH%ES
# WARES | e LRRABRKEMHRN. RELMA
L] WAL
PLG | Golin/Reiss BXBA+ |o DHXRABEXNARRECN | BBAREALADEHNT R
REBrown k¥ | remote®e | B, HR, yEHE WRY, BXETRERE
o FERAUEZAREBEAINE, §
B KRR S R
e B A‘rcmote HEMRER TR
—MAGR, AL TX.
CMG | Marmiot/ BEXHA+ | o DEXR. HBXRRAEAR | A PLC M, FTLUZYL. WHE
Helm LFXAR | F BENAERENAREESY BRM M TRALEY
BARE Monash o HARERNSERAZEFXMEX
K RIS
o FERNAMAEEHATRE
BE T . v
RG | Witenburg/Weiz | BARI o XETREAXAMERNESRZ | AERSHATEE T RO T RL
man o ERRETMASRMASMEN | BY, OEFRBZX. ARDY
EERAETK HERE X EREWLABEY, EEHR
#F. MREHRE o MIELLEHMELIRMREA | BABREY, mASHN. UB
L. % F A% EY
PG | Costagliolactal. | BABN * HERXNZ. ARXAMKMEH | JURREARIL, FEHLEY
EXFSalernok RRER URBABAEE, mHEHE.
¥ o BEXRBA_SXRRHR potri
o REMVHHEMYE. THEX
o, Y BEEEEER

HRE AW TRALES ELAIANKIFH -1

ERNA,TTH,ME World Wide Web SO AL B A B 52

JATHRAETE S X AN E SURM B B 2 00 E RS B X

TRUBESHHREAT —EMNFEENT L EERTEA
XUTRAETHERHRELE D X EFEMMTTHET X
ENTRAESEALRR T EOT R, RLTREETHE
REBFFSHEAT MO LIRE RITHES, HINER
BRI TR ESHIR B, BRI

HUREESHER  EHHFZLTHEEM.
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