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Research on the Mechanism of Query Optimization in the PostgreSQL

LIU Chang-Hao SUN Yu-Fang
(Institute of Software, Chinese Academny of Sciences, Beijing 100080)

Abstract As the most powerful and complex free DBMS with the most features, PostgreSQL not only draws the
DBMS researchers’ & developers’ attention, but also is adopted in commerce more and more. It seems that it has a
very promising future. This article discusses the implementation of the Query Optimization of the PostgreSQL ,and
analyzes the kernel part of the optimizer, the generating and choosing of the execution path. And, it points out a

shortage of the optimization arithmetic, give a mended arithmetic.
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E— I HEEBRREEP T —MEHPER BIEEE
HEG (DBMS) B IR Z A F K3 3 (plan) ST A K X
BERRAI R A& P (end user R AR B E R, (ER
HEF A F AR X A 5 49 38 %) i 38 2 28 (Planner) 4
B TR 4L 28 (Optimizer) W A 4R 4% FE 30 W (L AR
R (Cost Model)), i £ A 7] 49 38 R oh B F R T AR B /0
R AR HEX A 3R R 3L 48 AT 788 (Executer) X7 X HE
— A BN B R P B Y R 4L (Query Opti-
mization) , BF3C b, 38 ¥ A 138 L B AT A A9 A0 R 28 R iR 4L 25 4
% A8 R AL 2% (Query Optimizer) ,JF KRBT FHRBEXE
MIEENER FNREN TERNSQL FR. FEHEFEER
MEH. EERRGBREPNIILEHNENEILLR.
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| AROEBQueyPase) |
FkisR bt

[ koA (Query Optimizer) |
AT

[ sk $47 #8(Query Executor) J

Bl #5R A B HE (Query Processing)

PostgreSQL B —FMIEX¥ E RN R-XRANIEETE
FZ(ORDBMS), th ZHBMIEERB A HUERFEFEHEE
AOHARAREERLE. CHRESFUTRYSFEH L
BRENHWS MALSELEEBREEEESTEELY.E

BEFEH (BSDYY Ingres H , B F T —Luaf 8l & .

DXFBAPFHEXHBERUDD) . EEFHBHR
(UDF), X AR E R HMSABERE T FR. FENE
HBR %, AETHEE AT B ERNEEETRE
FATREANZIEI MNP ELAVESTEHEFIEE
P EE R TEML, XN BERRNELTY . HFE
EXWAR LR (UDT) F#R{EFF (UDF) B 0 5 2 X HE A | R
RHETOEE.

DX xR IEA R (Complex Objects ) A EE . IF
ZIEPHPE AR F—ROBELEE CIIEEBREFSE
WM BESE, MR AE X EYEETE A % (RDBMS)
TS W B Y WRR L AU — M R X HERT— A3
RNAXRE. RSB RIBSIERM N, ANTTEWEE. Y
EEER RGN REIFRFEAEER LR T RENRIE
WER— T RER, BX T REAREHWBEABIFHE
ExRP BXRRELST RMGHTRENTRERE.

DNERFRG A MY GSHERAEZOBEERNER
HRREXBAFLEER . T —RYBSER EE
XA SPITHESGHTRT O T R E & HEFER, N
W HFREETNES 2 Rewrite) L L T 04L, REH
R EHERTARTIENRGT.

F 4 PostgreSQL B X FFF R IR EH A 8,
HnmZRHESF . FEASREHTENREL BIETEER
# {27 PostgreSQL Z Fr AR A B A MIT - HWAHEIERE A
FHAFHFEREESD, STHEARLREFREANR
FHEEEEEENNXE EANTERR— T ERMNH
RUARRBPITHREFE R HBARATTREEXRZ A HHHR
TRRHRITREREMET. FH. FX K11 Post-
greSQL FRMALWH LB - MTBRBWORRER, TR

R BIHRE.-WRTEAHYBETERES XMLAER 203 .HXTOIRERE. PXFELE.
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HAEEHGRS HERE - MR F R T LR Post-
greSQL B3 K40 16 B M ST B9 LA BR 43 MR BUTE Post-
greSQL $1 4 L ;| —— K F K pe-statistic., FELFENR
(flattening subquery) . & E Z#{f{k (GEQO).

2 PE2(Path)

£ PostgreSQL MM /ML Z B . BIT M EL
(path)EFEL B— P ERHFRM Y E.EFB N ERE
RER MM BB B TR —N R, XM LRI
e A MATRMAT. RN R CRERIAFZEH
BB ABEANPREBLEHB—ZFARANBELEERHTX
£ % M AR B9 U5 M 2 2 (G0 R ¥ 5 6] (Sequential Access) . R
5[ $4E (Index Access))F13E £ (8] 78 [F) i) & 8 ik (BR B 15 3F
B (Nest-loop Join). 1 3 &% # (Merge Join) . M3 & & &
(Hash Join)) . &5 M ¥ (Z2 8E 8 (Left-join) . F & £ (Right-
join) . #F #5 &5 1 (Bushy-join BB N E LRI P.EHELK
# pg-statistic PR R KL HE B KM TR R B 24 AN
(Cost) .

R
AU FH A
#Eﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ&ﬁﬁ& (path) i%&j* 1#
- x®
rreraly
[ esrppriene  Je—7{ xax |®
| wtme pe s
| £RRGATAL (pian) |

3 BTt a

B2 HARMABERGHE

A RPN BT, 6 I AR R 9 3 #B 45 45 RelOptInfo #R—4
&3 F (Join Relation) U xS 1684 i) 2 3% (Base Relation).
WA EFRPAHE—PERESLT — RelOptlnfo H
B B R E RIF4h K (Primitive Table) , & il
— /M0 ST 9 A0 ) 28 69 3% 3 I A BT 3 R 89 — A F 2 1) (Sub-
query) R . o, F R - MEMRD B RS R ERE
FLoMEAETRL— RelOptlnfo HiIFEEH. — M EHEXE
BREETIMEXE-ZEHARZFGTHRANEH.FTE
MHEREXRNEES, RA MM RelOptinfo G, thn:
8 (a,0,c} - AR — 1 RelOptInfo kXK, BRI T arbsec
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X S 00 1 4 B9 W F 2 20477 . RelOptInfo (1R relids &
—AMEREH, BEIFRRX M RESHERNE— N ERE
B—THER.NEXMERPRF—PTE X RelOpt-
Info HiBEHERNAR—TER  TURE - MEREL.

Xt 2 & AR G A Jr ek M ER AR A R R A e A vk
FREEMEARRES . R T - MM AR EEL, Ll
£ 7 R FEMETE RelOptinfo By pathlist 3% .45 % pathlist i
fF—MEAEE— path .

%t F — A JE 44 (8 35 & (Primitive Relation), T 24 i 12
EEMBHM AR, U R LFEEMEMYRSINRSIN
[\, i~ EEEH—IRETRERE MR EH (Tree),
EEDHATEARRTHENTE. EHERANTER
(Subpath), FFIREBMANFIMRFERANBREBAAE
EEFEBAAEEDON L. EREES RIFTS
RelOptInfo, ¥ B F S & M B % . — M ESMEREK (Outer
Relation), — &Py #83 (Inner Relation) . #M B3 # RelOpt-
Infos WHHARFXHNER  AHRERFOER P, AREKE
B R BB TG - MR A TA (Tuple) TR I 5
XXEAAFE-ITEZHEEMARBTEAHEER, ARE
MAMRENTREFTERAHTET O, B FEHRA Bk R
E-RAMATU BN EE . ARRMINEROBEEE
EREHBBERHERP IBRHARREFRXXHE
o ERBERD, ARKXEEEDR, T ENITERE
—MEFEEP.RE.ABEEER. I TE—17.6RE5ETP
EH SRR TERE,

3 BB XHTF (Pathkeys)

PathKeys &£ R EHE S path 9 — MR, ER/RT —
MEEHBRLBHE MO HEFEM AT KNS E Pathkeys & —
A B pathkeyitem ¥ S BT EB RN ERMN I ER N — &
FHERRT path FIiFENSROEFEMFE.2 i M FHEX
WRTHERNE { MEFR. T &1 pathkeyitem, 4
— M HEFEERFMTEX, AR BATRHAHEREE
AU fit; i intd=int8,

MEEZNMFEFEXN (RARFINBELERT,
GIrFEZPRANKTFREEEN. § M TFEMZBE AN
EAFHRMMOXRFHNES HPAOMERFEAMEL.
X NEMNTRY FEPRHE MR XETRRBRT
WRXMEEREHBEINM SRR T EENHRR.

Path P Pathkeys
IHFR pathkeyitem »|  pathkeyitem [~--- pathkeyitem
KRR pathkeyitem »  pathkeyitem [~~——-—% pathkeyitem
V
A 4
Eo¥Fa pathkeyitem »  pathkeyitem ==~ -»  pathkeyitem

H3 BEEBF (Pathkeys)f 5+

TR B ERH RelOptinfo B, B EHRHRAHEN
AR F & URTAEFNARNER MFDHNESH
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TEXBFHRSIBSUBRA I TERHBRREE.
EAXBENRSINEIKBFEL — FEE (sublist),
#4n ( ( tabl. indexkeyl / sortopl ) ( tabl. indexkey2 / sor-
top2 ) ), X FE B B indexkeyl ¥E N FHEF  indexkey24E A
sHEF.

— N EERANRIBHEEHERREBKES AH
EROFBOEEFURHEMBERXBFER NIL, HARER
RERNENERNLTMF.E—PRAXBHERS LY
R PHBL4— P NIL EBERXEFE A, SR
BT EXNHFRIERORE M BRXBE.

Y Ah—E3# (merge) R REE I SEHEH GRS
FHER TTLURERAIINRERNXET B AR
MEFEAESER PSSR MA, TUEI L ETFERF M
EE—H B ERFTHFEERNBLEARTETIN G
BABFHFERS T B LA e, RIEME
BEREN P EHFFHERNIERES FAENER—1
EH RS, XBBREIERL.

RERAHZOES THEERAFRSHERORIERFT,
NARFEEOBEREUAERSMFGEIERLSIMEER
B HITHEFRA RN HARITR TR SR E&ER
NEAZNM BT EHE RAFHEEOBRXBFLE
NIL,

LhrbE ERABFEHRR - FEREHHFTER
AERS BRHAFFaHFIREREINTHEELABERRX
BEAER.

4 BEXFATHEFNE

MAREE#RGBELRBRXBE, RSRRAM L
HERTARHHFAEERBRXRTE . BABRXBFE
AEFFIRHERTABEEREFRMER X BF RTINS
BB TE B AK . TE 5| AP B4 (equivalence set) BT
MR EXBFOLB BERRASIANSHREEZEERE
KKBN

Path »|  Pathkeys i_key_list
v v
k.72 c 27y SN
b ¢.3.5- >< E iy O-3 -]
.' :
Y Y
F ol SthréC

B4 SIANFMREEBRRXBENSH

IR R 2% 3 B BT where FA] ARG A&
8 Fa (348 FA)) , T LY 3R 8 B 48 %5 pathkeyitem
T RBFE—THW £ A4 FIE (FE PostgreSQL 1, X 4
BRHE equi-key_list) HEBIM N REETMIEABLH
A895EA, fltn WHERE A.X = B.Y ANDBY =C.Z
ANDD.R=E S OIBTHMWEE(A XBYC.Z)H{D.R
E S}(mEMXHHFRER BT+ SNEBEHEF—
4 pathkeyitem REBAERX M EAFHHFERHETERBLNA
FRXNMRE BEEDHAEX R E P R T, (EFB
TMEEFHRE TR ERENTERAFBRENXE). W
B, MU HRGEM I RHERE—AETESAIT
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EH) pathkey TRV ER I X F—IMPXEFHREH—
A48 B ER A T E T where T A%, T NENIAR AL
H BFE[F —4 pathkeys B FEERF.

HE,RITUBEE—-IPBREXBFHEEIRE-TEH
B —MHEXEN RO HE XM ROBEREEEX S
K B9 pathkeyitem F4r 8448 MY — M EEE F (equi-key-
list) . iX ¥ , F &R pathkeys B LB L A — 5 BT
HHRE X BRXRFHEHRTUABIER.

EE, LAERSH TR pathkeys ) F R NF)
—PMERGEHREHBERT,

LR b, S BA R B pathkeyitem 5 S H WA F &
#.

BEASIASMBEX MRS, BT X HEFEARRA H
BIEARBEE .M. mRAHF—4 where T4] A. X=A.Y,ff
BH—MEMEX EMRSIAE A RATE DL A B i HENX 4
BRORUY HFEN,MRY BERBMERETFAHE Or-
der by fE B — N AR X TTEEH&H B Bl £ —
A EAE T HHRERH where FAE T LU 4 — 4 %4 4
A PEERE—-MERTH.

5 ¥ (Join Tree) #)1

PostgreSQL RfE B MR G RRMYHBRLHMY K
BEEMSRINT -

DX FHERFHE—NEER, ST BRI —1 RelOptlnio
M RERERNTTRARNTE, BEIFOMRSIE
H. 08 HTRg— TR I IMEAEXRFFORNH
H #9 path FEH 7 89 RelOptlnfo. pathlist (SLRR F, ZE#EA
pathlist 2RI, RAIEF T HEHBAHFHREH path, BH
BATELRTE pathlist FEATRAEANXREFHER
KB/ FE.) RE, B Y & :RelOptlnfo. joininfo,
AT RIETHRENERTFHURBB R XE. Flm.
where 4] ’tabl.coll = tab2.coll’ b % tablE R T —
JoinInfo &5# , XM &ML tab24E N — PR EFBREMN R R
k. @, EHBAR tab2E BT —4 Joinlnfo G515 X %
B tabIfEAN— MR A BIBH X RF L E.

)R KE From FHEEBAH join 747, Rk H
join FHIFIHEMMANEHRERIE LR S TE I
BREERST, AR — AT ERTEER— R BB
RENPHEBR . .EE ERFINEHERETEERBRMNE
O EREHANARERNTRTE, ELRERPESEES
B R R RS R A MR R A . ZEQ/R path TR
FE RN X TR,

DI from FANTE . A —RINMNXFER, XX
RRFERERVNERE 1 oin HEFFOUBRHBER,
B LI RSB R A EMNMFIEX HRERT —R ARHEHN
FR2R GEZHE KL E) LSS R L

step 1. X—F PR A X R A LM TR
RRBEHFEM BNV IR HETHEEHHEMNL
B EFE— T EMES) XEERLATE S HETEH
% A5 H pe-statistic FRBIBA T E BEHRM, &£
BrEMEAFRNBPHBEREIRRUEE—SHER.
Kt BeR % EELFSN AFH BN ERE
NSRBI R R EX, HASEIFIR.

step 2. M TFERRPERNGE KR, TE stepl 5, B
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BV BT A T B R TR E M TERN T ER 28
8 &35 —1 RelOptinfo 3 7 E A9 RelOptlnfo. joininfo ff
4 £ RelOptlnfo, R 5 %t £ —Xf {0 it A9 RelOptlnfo K& —#
TREA AR AR — B R GNE—4 RelOptinfo ®AE
BFA, ERIMUENXEEARENRBAERTT . HR
EEERBRTHPEAMNEZEIWNREE from N FRPRNFH
MR, A4S A TERE RelOptinfo i #HE R /B2 E T
UT.0R from FIRPERLEFRIXE . ABEXEH—F
§ 3 ¥ 3 RelOptinfo 3 H {2 RelOptinfo A ELUEREZ T
B A% R BT RelOptlnfo XM R (FMXEHDH
R4 FBYBREAR step 1R HEAL T .

step i. M FRRP i — IR REENHEE, N LE—5E
ZREHIMREERBZTANERXLEZNRNBANNBE.
X—¥ NTFE-ITXHENREFEFFTRNOEAEEF
RHNBERESXENTE R TE—IFH PREOREH
HERE (B4 B g T BT R R B9 AR B AT RIS A BT BR

step n. FIARBRAX M HRN TR ENL—FF
MR HRE ERB/PHEREEREHRENWAL, CH
AL XAHK,

EERBSBERE, EX W83 S0 RE 2= mK
REBETBET F LT A TRMER EXMET RE
EAWREMERENLTHERRBRELRY.

6 SERRERIENNH

THEMNERWGENEERT AT RN EERR . a5
EEEM(E—BEEENIINXER—ITEER . BREREX
RERE—1 from W) FHERMUIMEXESE—MTR
BT R s 70 % &5 4% (Bushy-join) B (PR SMEB % R8P T LA R
)., MHE (1234 e, TRAKRER(1 2 3)T(4)
(EEE, RHOT 23 HER), RHF 2)F{3 4} (K
BER XENNSANEEERTFNIERTUELSE N!
AR B (4) X F it MR b R IE R KRy fe B . SRR L
RMITUEBXNM L HREREDIH N KA T/LERE
WA LR GO XRELX A X R AREEEL
BER:B-ITEENNBXEZBRE—-IFEHBIEBEXER,
MATUR—MHEAER.PRELBEHTMEERENR
F.ETUTHE NS, RENEEERNRM TS LER
HRlk£3):

DEREGESHBEXRIENABLRMNT ELFE
MRSIMMEAEE.

DFEAPEERRENIIMER BT A FRERTER
LA B 7 AT 0 T 3 o [ R A PR AR R AE .

BRI AL ().

L ELBGEENEER T EAERMRBNAN,E
REMNNER OWNHAIRG).

7T R pg_statistic

TE PostgreSQL h, £ 4t & pg_statistic 38 % F AR YrE#y
MAER . EFEMAE R BIBE R A MG 3T, B (L 2868
H.ie®REH ANALYZE f1 VACUUM ANALYZE 4 F
i, 3t BLECRGE RUE B 4E RIRE F e b AR b, R E
IR R A, UERBRRITER. B A RR KE G 4it
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15 BEAFARLKBBIIE, pg-statistic TR FIKEE
HOFEMEM AXBNEIT. AERIEANKITEE (K
1 NULL)Z 7 pg-statistic B FEANFR. REFER
TR 7R “ WAL Glo) " h , T AL E—AMXFE, BN
BAEREMNPH M FRARBSERR SWL.EXT=
Ff 2 BB GE 1T 18 2 Gslot) . K& ¥ 8 A9 fH, B R B (his-
togram) X . KM A BB XS EHALHEFE
(non-scalar) MIB A A . X TR ELHEENRE.RES
BEFLZHEL LMI/O,CPU, E— 1M ERBEFBE
A AT, BB FERT B (R . R 5| F )M SLiHE B (FE Post-
greSQL , X B E {5 6 L &K pe—class B reltuples I rel-
pages 1),

8 FHAFER

— AR EXR RSB F EFrom-list) P FEHBE R
MR, ER B EAN LB PELE—IBRET. M TEN
1 B35 i B 22 iR 30 (Aggregate) , 4440 , DISTINCT B ¥ gyt
B XELENS EBRE . WRTEHANNAR-MTRANET
B RER, LB ELEEMNERER RN —3F5,
BFEHLSER—TMTBEFURLSEE—ITEAMI A
HARNHFIT:

P LLRTHY SQL i54] :

SELECT D.DNAME FROM DEPT D WHERE
D.DEPTNO IN

(SELECT E. DEPTNO FROM EMP E WHERE E. SAL
= 10000)

F EEA XA FER, MR EREMT R, WA TF
% DEPT $#yf§—4 DEPTNO i, 5 EH R % % EMP L
HEARESTA,. TUER, XENRITBIERKY.

FHEELIER SQL B

SELECT D.DNAME FROM DEPT D,EMP E

WHERE D.DEPTNO = E.DEPTNO and E.SAL =
10000

FEAT UG, FEANRSESHDEEND, T
THE—RE . EXMFP, REEAHM—T L (E. SAL
= 10000), /5 {BL5 R 1 DEPT i — F&BERTUT . kX
RETHE.

— iR, TEA AR T A B R ER R AT
EHBEMNRIBESMTEANERRPILTFERSHIE
EHFIEEFH From-list R U RALKBEMTENTH .
—/ From-list 8% L Ar# R s SR NE R T B Rt T
Mzl

MEBFEHESHINEIERNPIHT —4 From-list 1f
HFH—4 From-list §HBEBEFFEENZEERE B join
WD, BB AT MEX B4 From-list & H# ¥ —E. —EX4 %
BT - FEARERT —MIEAR &N —BS . ERFS
ARERWERENT AR, X 0] PR R R B XL
PERAMK, BANETHINERGETHEINERERFTY
X From-list P AM B HEHMKEH . B . WRERER
RE—NIMEXRPEHFXEHTA, EAHT From-list B4
¥,

9 BREFTHHKML(GEQO)
Bt b E A, T LSS 7E PostgreSQL o, f4k 28 7
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K F 89 2 5 75 80 R AR Ak 83X B — AR B 35 4 18 R (near-
exhaustive search) {8 . EE B — MER BRI EENF,
BRIEREHEE REE S NERNRN M R HE
KM XHEBES L ER PostgreSQL EMMELBERES 4
BERERG(SMERENZRBE XTIONFR. BE#k
Bl B AR K2 H 5h & F R AL R A {8 PostgreSQL
DBMS i A F— o ARNEP F R R L HHAIREER
Sp R, RBIT LEAEE. MRS T —HHaResK
B, X BE R E L L.

EFREHRARET —FHBERNNRATE (heuristic
optimization method)—— ZEH L (GAIN, TALHE EMN
R RETRE AENEEIEFESRE(6].

£ PostgreSQL By GEQO LI # — AR,

DEAEEREN GABRLEEPR/IEEENME,
IAREANEL) A FEBGET HE AN Y IREEEL. X
—HAESENANARERNREEREEN.

2)N1 % F 43 ¥ (edge recombination crossover )i {i /
¥ PEFER GA Bk TSPURITHHAMBD RIER R
iR B K.

DE R T IE XA (Mutation) ¥ EF B ER S8, X
BAERAEYN TSP BN ARES T .

GEQO HiBtil PostgreSQL ZEif{E{L 2R vTLAE M IEFr 4
BREREPUIXFANEZEEN ZEEZARLCIAERE —#
ARAFHAREHEN RS, AEECARAYHESBET—
R XXBEFEHAR LR,

B RRAKEHARCAENERTIERUT L.
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D—MERFHEE.B¥ .  SZNIITRFRE.
DV EFED KRR TG MFIH.R5E

DN EMERE KB BRI R B,

OFENF &% AR RS,

PostgreSQL fE s M WMk, F BT X LERJLF B
HrIBER A S (B 12), FHil it pe—statistic HFHI ST EUR R
g R AN, UL BRI,

PostgreSQL 1 #5{E L B R LM T R e R E AR LK
R, O FEAEFENLRTSNREORS WU TEE
B B X R RN I, A B A SR R T
BB ARSORIR B T X TR R W ks — Mttt R R
B B e
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OB ERBREBFHBRT BT REFEBRE
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