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The Design Elements of Functional Meta-programming Languages
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Abstradt This paper firstly gives a brief introduction to functional meta-programming systems and-presents the lan-
guage sugar of meta-programming systems especially homogeneous systems. Meta-programming languages’ extra re-
quirements including self expressing, self reasoning, and self controlling in meta-programming systems are analyzed in
a view of procedural reflection. Then the paper discusses the issues of expanding a normal language to a meta-language,
such as syntax, semantics, type system, hygienic variable usage and their implementation choices, by using MetaML

and Template Haskell as examples. Finally, it sums up with common characteristics of meta-programming systems and

predicts future trends.
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RSP R B & B B B THE T B S5t LR T AE
AL REFRERRE, HE XML EBE P THE
(meta-programming) , JLHREH AR TREZBFRITHE
B, B IS T B0 FOA B T R PP B RIS R P BT
%[1] .

JLE ¥ (metaprogram) R FI HIM B IF BT . TETH
B S (meta programming system)? i, LR R 5] B 1782
¥ (object-program) , BI5 ) i H bR B R & BiR B )F N
EARR R WA R v 40T B AR RBUE RS,
GRPER%  FRA T H R FF (partial evaluators) . M7 8 17 4 G488
(parser generators) &P ITTRF .

BPABEFTT B RSN BRI . BRR
BRERITNESAABFNE AR E R MBI EIE
WHASRIE, AKRESHEITHBERENFHBIES. A
ERERPAESRE— S BE LATHRBEN IR KRN
ERATFLRBENFE. ENEAHBREEE.BFAGLNT
A pl  EHUER S E MSPU 51 | DSLI | RAPY & 3516
HREBEHMAMME.

X FEITEARPCUET RN THERS . UK
MEAREETHERAERERATHE RS MetaML® F1
Template Haskell™ Sy , W2 i 5 54 4 £ BE S W7 76 e 33X 7B
FHATEAMNTHBHIRBET BRNEFTF RS RELH
£t

B 1 WM HARBITHRERFNES, 8 2 BB T
HFERERSORER. B I VBMELECHRBETHESANE

AHES, RIS L, MetaML # Template Haskell 358 8F — 2 43
WS EREMNI R R TN SH L. BREANSRHE
HERBT.

1 FHATHEERS

TCHRTR RBL 4 NP A4 & 85 (homogeneous systems)
F1.7 ¥ (heterogeneous systems) R . MM RERTHESTM
HiRE S RA—FiES, thin MetaML; R R GPICIES
BiRiESRAFMIES, LI YACC, WM REXN T HEIRE
FoamRREAN . ERFAWRSERE - ERUAREESR
B 10T

c RERMRGHUERZREN, HRBRFASHA LR
TR, MERER A —E B BFHEIF.

c HAERBRGEP A ERA BB RS (type sys-
tem) 4RI IFH BAREF .

c RAERIMRGEA B F R BB IF B RSN
Bk, TR BEAE BT

- EERIMTTHRE RGP h T iRl & fosiE 5 @ AMR
BiRn, B ETIEIEA— T B 7 (parser)  KEBER
R (type checker) 2, SEEIYFIRAY B A .

- A RGEHRF RAEEET-MET.

2 AHBESRHENHXE

R THRBRES  CRB AR SR NN RA
B R A XBIMHE . JURBIRIAX BT e, B

OERARBEREMH (M5 #60403022), BRPAE WP AE TR BABHRA,

» 234 o


http://www.cqvip.com

HRBREBRFPITHRR MERFNRAENS. BFER
St FEE R BN R, e A il AR B B OF AL
XMREEN A G REAXMENRT ERABFNAR
Mg, B g HuRE, FEAREYTMEN. REFRLHE
BEEFN—TEERNA.

3-Lisp B4E& Smith ZEC[10, 11— HER KL
WEEEDE#EARR RS, KB - HBESEEEEM L
—EERR BRI AP RFETAERKR. W TE
PR ST 13X A 38 45 #) A0 1 B 4 48 2% BRI 38 4E (level shifting
operators), I7E5E n BEPATHEF BB ESERRERE
+1 BRSREEIE T M PAT, XK B R R Bk
fk(reification) , BLAAfh ) 3% B2 HE AU AR 5 (reflection) T~

RMEER SRIMTRERKAIET G AFHTRE
R IRFMBAEFER—MES SMESHERE
oA EC . A » B BRERFTTURER ~+1 BHRT
BE . BAREAEARMBRER, XHEHTREBES T
EH—MEHRNER EARARMETSRERRGE. MR
SRR E, FIMTHRBIET 5WEIE SR MNAR R Wk
RETIMAT — &R 5895 X, 48858 T AF B SRS i 4b 5
RES,

3 FHATHEER

K, AWICRBREFHTRBIEERERARE
TLHRBHLHMRF BT MEM LT R RAVIRERK.
AR 2 ERER

« RARBE. ITREEH . AETIETRES,
HAERERGPRRERBEE  ERAREPREN—F
ERRREES. FARNRRTEGENH. CR HRE,
LRBRIBFHRL bW ARBBIE YW (algebraic data-
structures) B R FZ R, EHLEE BN SN FRARES T4
il

« REEE. WEBIRERFNERRFEEE T RNFE
BRI R ER , B 88— B BB FNER,
THRBRGEM BIR N T HEST HARR P8R E, B R4t
T— b8 & 65 VLR 3R 5 B (representation func-
tiom " — R BRF R AL LS. TonREH
R RSt R T E MR AR, B hEH 5 B iR F 8
MHER R TEIFN BB, % SIS W E RN AR
F. LRMTHRBET I T AERFR, BT WA
1B B amA—BH MR, FERPEA.

BTRELHATHE DR RN, RELTERER
BEERMEE S, LME T REMED . HROFTEEFNE
BB RERFNER,

- BRIER . AMBEEEEH A RFRFBERE BIF
BN R RBERIETEF AR IER, AR {RIE
B F RIS IEH.

RHRE. ERSRBESTP.RIMANNEEEE
FHBELAELH  CABTHRMBRERN, BDRERFE
W THEZNRE, TREMESBEFEEITHHRAS LA
HRBR . XM ERZE MetaML #1 Template Haskell /15|
TER.

3.1 MetaML 5 Template Haskell

ML #1 Haskell 2 4RI &AM AP RBELES.
HTREM THRBHIF, EN45ERHT MetaML #
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Template Haskell FIFP 7 5 .

MetaML g CRMLO T & R %, 220 T S BRFiR
#+(multi-stage programming)t 5 & V1%, T B 78 H 25
EEASEEMEN ML FE OCaml™ X kB T H &
MetaOCaml"* ™, T & & G — A 3P LA MetaML )
FUHTX RIIE S M RE R, MetaML 24481 SML, R #m T
ZH B R RHER, R — N REES P R E R ER TR
TP A R RED T,

Template Haskell 2%} Haskell iE5HY B, W HEHMmMT
SRIER TCRBHYR, BRI TiLEF RS AR KUER
BT B LT FHE.

BIRTETRZ J7 1 MetaML 1 Template Haskell B 14
HREIAR{EHE MetaML 1 Template Haskell #f L1 8 {7 H18
HTINRBREMN G, FEHAIEHRD FEMFH MetaML
# Template Haskell e2 515 B LR AR 1E 5 HI4F A

3.2 FRTHEHRKE

HHAFR P RET BIREF . RRAEDWEMNLA G, HE
SRR E TSR, B TR EBRASERBREA —E
ERMNBEERRER BREF. BENEEHNIRERSE
i, BARVE R ARBBIEEHERER FEARPARTR
AP RZAY,

AA] AL 3 P R R R R AR AT,
FBPEN BRI A — A B O A oE iU R ke, A
FEAEREEHMEETLH, MetaML 2 HERIKRE.
A ARBBAR L 3 P FEBOR T Ron i BAR 4T, P BR
BEE i1 R G0 R AL — £ 15 O (9] 42 52 BV TR T R4, R
DA B %1 B4 25 #9 ift AT 424K, Template Haskell BiX 28
KRG,

HERREBRABAEGLANESE D . BREACEX
PRELH L H, B 7E Template Haskell #1 i P tiL88 B
EERE, 5 EHRAE. Lhx L, Template Haskell Jg B 7
RS T =ARRNFRTED X Z BTk 5 ftkig
B R RFIARE AR .

(DEEAIEMWRS . — - Haskell BJF M B EIE AR
(algebraic data types) [{]3278 s & quotation monad(Q) , &£ &}
¥ TEFNET RN 1/0 B4,

(2)TE My s B EE . 40 Tup #1 App &, RiHRUKE K
GEMRET FER .

(3)quasi-quote I F ., X B BIrBF M B RS F
B ERA —EEENTHREFERLERIEAN,

Template Haskell ., BF R AL A BB S HEARX =
BEr.EARFRELE—ZHE.

3.3 THREBAHEARE

BBRE S W W R — 7 82 # quotation/quasi-quote
EHRREHAS S B EF W EO-R A R, BLE g — 1
BRSSO FR BT WBAE L, IF B4 anti-
quotation ¥ 75 3L quotation M HRME,

MetaML 1, %f i quotation ] 4E & Meta-Brackets(“(
Y, RESHE—BNAE . BN ERRXRRESHNAB
RIERERN, 12+ EmR 2+3 XXM BELSH, B
EXE 23 B ERERRE, Q3 REMNMTEEH, B
HESGHIRFRBUEFER S WRREW) . EENBREF
Bt , RIESRARRAPER—BR BHEF  WREHEEITHE
%I?E}E‘&U 16, 17] .
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Template Haskell #, Xt B quotation B ¥ 4E & quasi-
quote brackets(“[ | — [1”), 5 MetaML 25f81,“[ | "F1¢| 1”2z
RN EAR ERERAX T RERNBIESEH. AF
5, MetaML B3 T 53X ™ 33E 45 W 9 L Bl, Template
Haskell H, X 45 H 23538 i Haskell $1E35H), £ 4 Ex-
pro AP ] AE 0 BT R RAE

anti-quotation 3 % AR/ BB FA S R KM H
R, 52 quotation A ERAE.

MetaML H %t B # anti-quotation ¥4 {E & Escape, Es-
cape(“" "), HTFHENBFBEASH AKBHEFE HER
Meta-Brackets Fi#fE. HARRME, & RAELIEOF,
Ham(- (243> + ~6) YMERE(2+3+5),

Template Haskell #, % i ) anti-quotation #24E & Splice
annotation(* $”), B F Template Haskell B —4~#i%0t T
#4472 ( compile-time meta-programming) & 4%, B it Template
Haskell B (TR R 8RR IER AR R BT , TEIRFTHE BT i
TR i TR R E SRR PAT BT P= A i I8 Haskell 72
Fo “ SRR RESFN IR EN TR RER (G
9 Expr), R BHER,

B I AE (pattern matching) 2 o6 B 1E F 0 8B 4
HHER T EN TR, RETRBREMERNLE BHITT
VRERZRYERAERER ST, BRI E
quotation FI anti-quotation #{ERF,

#tn MetaML BT E—BRFE.

- fun f {(frnx=>"(g (x))+3)

= (fay=>"(g {y))

| fr=u=x;

val f = Fn: [’a]l. Ca = int)— ("a — int)

-l fifnx=>x+ 1)

val it =

((fna =>a %+ 1)

: {int — int)

3.4 BEX(HE)

HTF—BRERBRAREEHS —BREHBRTHCE
By Bkl 4 T R (i BB BIRE S, BITEA R I B ik 3t
F—-BREEAEHGER. 5%, BIENBTEHME NS
0 B, Mi—> quasi-quote $afE I & 58 1 Ay FRALHD 9 2 R 8
1. T anti-quotation M 2HEHIEH KRB E KBS 1. &
B, B RBRERREER T B8 quasi-quote B4R
¥k 4EFH T B8 anti quotation K ¥y, #HUITE MetaML &
Ffun fn=<{(fnx=>Cz+ )P BIHREXLT 02,
B mr=>Crs+mbFlIE, "2+ 2 bTFE2E. 2 Wik
FRIER. BB T EHNBRFEE BHNEHBRER
BN EEnt+2 ERICREF. 7E Template Haskell fv1 45 34
TS Wil gz =8 A [lxx2 IDPAAEF—1 B,z »
28 F 0 B, MetaML 5 Template Haskell & [ f# 2.
MetaML & 0 BHLIE R REEH1T Escape #4E, run( A, 3. 5)
RRTEA. it

-] fun fx = (x);

val f = Fn :[’a). ’a—>{"a"

-7 3

Etror: level-0 code cannot be escaped

- run(f 3);

val it = 3 ; int
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il Template Haskell W] f3 34 E 28 B4 IE# (91K L T (47T 2
HRREHEIT § BB 1E.

f Int = ExpQ

flr=uli“1” (]

fe=[l%2"1]

fx =[] “unknown” |]

$ (f DI AT L4758 unknown”

BB B R 54 (cross-stage persistence) ; TER B THE
AGEPRBRMEFNZT UM L RENEF FE
MR X ERRENBRFRIRTNER. 8 +1 2
MR IZEERTE 1 8]« ZRFPE LB EmER.,
B TCHRTRIE B MR X RIE L RSB A .

B Br2e 2t (cross-stage safety) . E R LM TTHB RS
FRBRMBFMZAEER L HERENRF RN ERN
RYLAE o+ BRBRFRE « ERFEHGBRGRES. B
HTE nt+1 BREFPHEEMNEBANZERKY. n+1 B
HREFPHEER BAEREENBEPENREAE LK. |
TEMTHRBRAMIZEENIFEMNER. FIINTE MetaML
BF frna = (fab=>"(a+o)P,0 RESE 1 RPEXH.E
MZREBHEATET 1| BNBTPHER B atoPio 4t
THE B WX E—NEEEWT. LR EHRRNERKNE
.

3.5 NEHNAERERRE :

RERFAHTREREN -TEHENS. RFEERS 3
R TRE EHERFELERREHR RS B CHREY -
H, Bl —AN7E n BB HBRF G AL BERENSE+1 B ;
BB ENAENE B T, XEMABRIEUH reifica- |
tion, FLH #EME O fif reflection, BMAFMWTHREBRETH
quotation Fll anti-quotation §i A&t ¥ WLAES B #R1E, E11551
SEY, reification I reflection FITHEE

MetaML fll Template Haskell Fr# WA S 2 ¥EH

» 2 reification #4E

MetaML., 1350 reification F¥EVEH B4~ meta-brackets
“C )" Nift, lift 5 meta-brackets THRESE M, BB M 7
2B n+1 BRAEN. Fit5 meta-brackets HRILEFRA
B n+1 BRED lift JB7E » BRTEF RGEEBBINGRE
AR n+1 B, i Lft2+3) MR G, Hi lift fzheg |
KUTFEH fna = ()8R lift REEFEFATF KB Template
Haskell H1 3540} reification f#2/EH quasi-quote brackets“[ |
_ | J7#01 Reification, Reification 5 FE R KRG —HBFEL
HI RN B (R R A GE AR R B T A B ) R
7R F LA Fe

+ % reflection ¥4E

MetaML H1 253! reflection (¥ 4Et1 4 P4 Escape®™ "Hl
run, run ZEM nt1 BE » BREL, AL EBTERE
B RIEEDATIEE RIEDISE n B, B0 run 2H3DMEER
#& 5. Template Haskell 113541 reflection B4¥4ER splice an-
notation” $ il splice,“ $ "% IR 4 iE MW ERIFAHHHZE B
TR RARN(EE A Expr), B LR, splice ik
“E R, A E R T X Reification F= A4 B 45 R i 1THME,

3.6 LBRG

BERYEREEBFRIGES D BURENERE
THRARABRFGERNRERF IR, NTim
BRATAGBFOEERENREE., THBERARLFE
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{RAF B ARAR P AE 2 AT S5R . th R BRI B AR R
E%. EATHEEREN— MR RA— T RBERSE
AR FMERRY, AR RGO EFWITHRERSL
B— K4,

R4 Haskell 1 ML #88 Al B Kb 7 AR B2 8, 1)
RBSEBNES., RIFETLAES (type infer-
ence) ,JAENARE BAFEHHNERLUEBHETLUREES
KD, TR 2 . Template Haskell A1 MetaML Rl #:4
PR TIX 45K . T Scheme ! (Lisp 1 —Rb )7 &) R sh A2
BHARDKET T, B8 58 O SO M REKTTR 525 &4
Xk, Bk Scheme fEEIT R IE S 0 A RIOR A, A
FEHRTHESRULE, EAFENLREEIFARTE
“%.,

BASRRNRMEE FERRIENHEEZRFEES
WHER RIS RBR B ERE., RUREEEER
R BT SEEG M R EHH MR R T R

—FhRATA 8 B R A F— 248, i Template
Haskell #1—F#7E Intel F T AT MR R BRAES
reFLect™! | 7E Template Haskell ¥, R 40°L | | ]"#8E
AR Exprt ), Expr LI BB FRTIITHE
7 — 4k (monad)®, 4A[| 445 | JFI[| True | ]5%5#049
HE-—-M2RE Expr, reFlect 126, ((x+y) )5 ((true) )
A PR ERE term, BIH AR B Template Haskell 7 47
O RS BT OB RS FTE Rl - 1" RER
WEERIFI T I, B /518 5038 38 /0 Haskell 8%, B Il
Template Haskell SEZESRIRETRIF AT A R B AR F 2%
RIE#. 1M reFlect TR HEBRIVER LK E, H
WFEPATH AT EH TR B A, IF BT ITE R B
WEFNEMER, M, B8R0 1+5 150 True ||
False | X RE 2 Expr, AR F XX S| 1+5 [ D+
$ (LI True || False | D 7E4R %NS BE 2 &R 6+ True, 84
JERMARIGER, HEBEAE reFlect (145 M true) )24
IR term, FER (1450 +((trued) ) FEGRIFH H
FERSNABERRE, WA ERLBERKNERER, (1
+5)) F1-((True)) FEPFTIT B E AL 6 A True, 3 HFEH
TR BRI R I 6+ True FIKBIER.

A AR BIEARRE ERRA R W BRI BIES W
HARFBAER, N MetaML™Y %) £ MetaML H1,
e OTHIFRRRB GO R RIEARRE
%, thin(1+2)H 2 E (int) , (not true) HH R (bool) , (¢ 5 ))
AERnt)),(fan = (n + 1) HRE (int = (int)), B
I, MetaML BEZE4R IRAHE ZE AT A B BT ALY, than ¢
4+2) + 9O BA~ U2 ERTHWITER 4+2.H2
BT 4+2) BAEHEM (Gint), B RN BAEME ™ (4+2)
HA int 5%, BREEME "~ (41+2) + 9 BRAMEHRKERIER.,

3.7 BSERES{FHR

THREBESHTREER RABSMEAS, ERETER
AR R 4. BSEREE . BERMTIH
A E BRI AT BIR MG E LA, AR
FRMEHFES, TR R — AR TE AR R A 77
BERERBR, BOR/NLHER. BSERAESESR 1
FEH BB IE R BRI,

& B Ah 98 (accidental name capture) 6B T A #ik=
WARER S HhERF & NEN, 295 R % L
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o BHEBREHAMASAHTERARNMET. THEESE
B AR R SRR B AR AU, LABY IR AR A= 4
B4R {—Fh B A A9 Chygienic) F B @HILH . XRHLHEX T
(il Scheme BHEFHRBAE T LARXTENBFRHPER
WEHETSEE,

B g MetaML ¥ funte = (fnax >z +7¢), R
18 E : A+ HERB (M = 2 +HA+5)), B £ (14
DHARER(frx = 2+ 0+2) HAXHEEN z HE >
FA+DHFHE—T o, ERAUBEEERNTELFH. Eit
RNFB: Q+oOWERRE (fmy 2y +1+2)), FINTFE
B MetaML £ 55 :

-| vala = 8&;

vala = 8 : int

-l funte = (fnx = x +"e);

valt = Fn :[’a#]. Ca )>—=>a—="a)

-l e ltars

val it =

{fna=>a %+ 1%+ %a)
: {int—>int)

- Crun it) 3;

val it = 12 ; int

WMUBH((fra = a%+ 1%+ %a)) P W Y%a 5HE
Ha 2ARIN.

M T MetaML PR E 2B SMEHEN, BIMIEF
ol LA Bt 1,

M40 Template Haskell #3221,

cross2a: . Expr —~Expr — Expr

cross2afg = [| \(z,)>($ fx, $g | 1HFE
TEHHIT cross2alvar “x”) (var “y")GERASB\ (x, )+ (x
2y y) T RARAE R (x, ) 8 B S B H HI 2 F, Lk
| Template Haskell B quasi-quotes ${it T iXFhIh8E, =47
cross2alvar “x”) (var “y") W R B\ (20, y1)—>(x x0,y
y1), ATLLEH, A% Template Haskell H13F FH T B A4/E R 8K
BiE L.

ARRE BB BES W RE D, Nz H P RE
7=t — 4 4 TR BLH GE B — 1 gensym™ *U B RHD
ERBEREY —HRA BRI E A (side effect) . Expr H A
Haskell 145 Monad, JRFHISEH T gensym TR E R RI/EH,
wilgnt .

cross2c .. Expr —Expr — Expr

cross2c f g =

do { x<gensym “z”

3 y < gensym “y”

s ft=f

3 gteg

; return(Lam [ Ptup [ Pvar z,Pvar y]]

(Tup[ App ft(Var x)

»App gt(Var y) )

!

4 TEFBITHIR

J\Bi T MetaML #1 Template Haskell KRR B LLE H,
THEBELEAWHERBANEIR SR BI7HITHEE (run
time metaprogramming ) #1 4§ % Bt 70 4% # ( compile-time
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metaprogramming) . 3 A [ 8 K 9 X B R HARE T
it i RSB ERE . ATE R AR LR AT 5E
B, EEREBFREMBERN. RARRKNT ARHE
R REH BRARL.

MetaML B — BT TRB R G, AL EN BRIT
witmiRit, TEE M RREE R H R R .
Template Haskell &— %0 TTRB RS, N Haskell iIFF
BT SR TARENLE, HER T iLEF RS R %
TRIFBHAM T HE LFHESHE MR TIETHNRE
Bt

Template Haskell 5 C+ -+ 4845 o B I B A4 RIF
BIRHME AT . FESATES BRAE AT TR FF R ) JOR R 7E 90 13 A B
TEA RS ERE, A BRE-BRTHITER. B
RENWHFAR,C++ Templates KR BIRA T T H ge-
neric programming, J 3 %5 i+ 8 (static computations) fl{{ 1%
PEMIER BN AN, BHAH C++ Templates #4770
HENARBAR, BE IS, 52 KF, Template
Haskell %[ TR CHRBM I H, TTILIEF KA Haskell &
B N T — B M R R RIARE TRV ER
HHH.

RENMEREDS CHERZEWBENRAIBRFRBHES
B EeMmEMERERNFER, cl—SaEmEH R
FRE3%R MIRIE R S U R T B, H IR MB R &+ BRI BB
R, X B UESBEFROEBEE TS, MERFIER
FFRIIERRYE. BHILRMEREFRNHN, BRNRIKBLF
BHERTE, BARERENW EEMGF. A MetaML A
Template Haskell M54 [F ST LUE H— B TR ERFENTE
B FNIREREN ZRBERGFHANMREXELMED,
BRIREE B IR FE M . BB S B LIS,
NMEHSHENERRAR RIEZ2NERMER, I B EBHRIT
BIREFF, fE th B AR, R HirBEl!

BREHES —HLA TAERERT, IBFHES M
FAREEIRTE 5 kBN, BRE L. MEFN
JBE R Ak AR AS B o R, 4+ 5 I TR B B AL R R
THRBRFEMSHARERERNIE L ERORIERS EHR
. EEXBHNERET AR,

g E XM
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