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Deductive database systems are now one of the most important directions in the

development of database technologies because of their many attractive properties.
They have received widespread intensive interest and very great attention. In this
paper We first give a brief overview of the development of deductive database sys—
tems. Then We motivate as extensively and thoroughly as possible the directions and
_significant researc;h topics in this field. The status, importance, t{rends, research
methods of these topics, and the relationship among these topics a;nd. other discip-

lines are also discussed.
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