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Abstract After analyzmg definitions and descriptions of apent from many reference materals, we

discuss the mam properties of agent, and present that the most fundamental properties of agent

should be:reactive. autonomous. goal-oriented and environment-specified, therefore giving the

definition of munimal agent. Based on these properties. we discuss the multi-agent systemt¢MAS )

and agent-based system{(ABS). Alter giving many classifications of agent. we produce the proper-

ty-based classification of agent. At last, we discuss the relationship between agent technology and

others related fields such as Al. expert systems and object-oriented technology.
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