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Abstract Now the prevalent technique of Web query 1s infarmation retrieval based nn keywnrd match-
ing,but this way can not adapt itsetf tn the advanced..omplex, structural, and semantic querying de-
mands raised by various Web users. At present.the Web query goes mainly in two directions .one 15 to
perfect information retrieval technique to support structure search as well as semantically content
search .the other one 1s to introduce database query technique into the Web context,such as declarative
query language (e g. SQL,OQL etc).a formal semanties 1n the form of ewrher caleulus or algebra.and
exploitation of database schema ete. A new tide 1s basing the query over XML data.sc the XML data
query is another active research cbject.

We mtroduce some prototypes of Web query languages .and made a comparison between these lan-
guages. We also mentioned somistructured data guery langnages{e. g. Lorel . UnQL7. As a paradigm of
XML data query language.we presented XML-QL ,and a unified approach querying both kinds of data
smoothly. In the end,we analyzed both the theoretical flaw and the practical deficiency of semistructured

data model and its query language.
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