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Abstract

Text Retrieval Conference (TREC), which is sponsored by the National Institute of Standards and Tech-

nology as well as the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, is the most authoritative international evaluation

conference about text retrieval. This paper describes the Ninth Text Retrieval Conference held in 2000 and its four

main tracks, which are Question Answering, Web Retrieval, Cross Language Information Retrieval and Text Filter-

ing, from the aspects of test topics, corpus, evaluation metrics and results.
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Who invented the paper clip?
How much folic acid should an expectant mother get daily?
Name a file in which Jude Law acted?
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(title) do beavers live in salt water

{desc) Describe the normal habitat for beavers; note exceptions,
if any.

(narr) Relevant documents describe the habitat range as well as
references to specific areas and bodies of water.
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(title) World Trade Organization membership

(desc) Description: What speculations on the effects of
the entry of China or Taiwan into the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) are being reported in the Asian press?

(narr) Narrative: Documents reporting support by other
nations for China’s or Taiwan’s entry into the World Trade
Organization (WTO) are not relevant.
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(title) 60 year old menopausal woman without hormone
replacement therapy

(desc) Are there adverse effects on lipids when proges-
terone is given with estrogen replacement therapy
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Batch filtering:
ToP T9P

Adaptive filtering .
Routing . P@50 P &

Fudan 31.7 Microsoft 29. 4
Microsoft 30.5 CMU-LTI 27.9
CMU-Y 26.1 Fudan 26.5

ICDC 37.0
Microsoft 33.6
Nijmegen 28.2

OHSU topics

Filtering runs optimised for T9P

Best runs from best 3 group
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