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Abstract

In this paper a survey of elaboration tolerance in logical Al is provided. John McCarthy views elaboration

tolerance as the key property of any formalism that can represent information in the common sense informatic situa-

tion. The goal of studying elaboration tolerance is finding a formalism for describing problems logically that is as elab-

oration tolerant as natural language and the associated background knowledge. In the beginning. we introduce the

missionaries and cannibals problem and its elaboration problems provided by John McCarthy as the test examples of

studying elaboration tolerance. Then we introduce the study of elaboration tolerance from three aspects. First of all,

the study of elaboration tolerance of the existing systems is introduced such as Causal Calculator and ABSFOL. Sec-

ond the study of special elaboration is presented such as elaboration of actions. Last but not least a formal definition

of elaboration toleration and evaluation tools is provided.
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John McCarthyM {2 HE XTI EHRNBEE . 82 —&
F R SRE B850 40 PR ¥ 1R (5 B.15 4% (common sense informat-
ic situation) . SHE RFEBEEHTHEFTREEIFE
(bounded informatic situation) EHREEFEP. SLHA
FHXNGEERAHBWCSHE DEAWHHIEFRE
EHE2RGEE.AMETHEFF, AN HENWEERS
BRBEREN . FRLEL KEBAI REREEREEIFE
FHREME- MEKRAEERES. CANGFERS TSN,
Hm. BE—IMKE, ERMECRENE K. LR E S . R
FHESEHRESERT WARERESEHELR.EHIAE
BPRBCMBLSEERFEPNEREFETEAREARE
(default) MEFFESEHESTH THBER TRILNCET
B RATT B E MR SR . HE X8R REIRA
EEEHAHEL . BRI TRESBIH—SMNES MKET
ERey, N MBS ERMEREHANT T . RIAIHER R
EETBUTHREIIFTERENLFS . TRREEETEER
71 (elaboration tolerance) BJEF R . H A HBIMIHRETER
A2 T ERARETREN AU TOTHEHETZRESIB
FRTIBHE AL

McCarthy REMBHARENATERHAITEREHAE:
1. Y @EAERH . R REAT HRELRTREMNLTFE.
REERRIF RS ZE R S F /L4 46 F (sentence) 3 2
BT 2. RMEELTHRENIBATERENLFFHE. T
i X R ) R R W R AR B B 51  McCarthy A A A
EKHARBEERERTFNEERI.HAREZRANER
B Fre—15A ﬁi%%iﬁﬁ#ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ%%iﬁ%%.

EXEREITIHAARSALEREBE 28 E L. Mc-
Carthyl A ABEFRNERENHEREALERLENREN. R
HANHEH R — R YER . Cimattil 148 ¥ 7 5 8] agent(situ-
ated agen I RP B ELBEATRHE N . MEE R aget FEF
RS MEREER— LN R REAR KM F R A E
R, AR SLFF 5y i — A e F 7R s Ipke Wachsmu-
th Y CH AR EEEMEGN B EEEZRATEN. R
MIRESR M MFA T REN Ehe . EXAERSEY
B EEHARTER. MARIERANERLIERSH
HF AR AMIRIATER, MEFTFFENEELSERAOEE.

SATRENFIREVALOFIERBHER TR F
TREE. P HHEERBSEAABETRINEEH
K MENKIAHEEELMATHHELTHRES
A 5SATRENHEELE . HRESBERLCHEERSEH
& ERAREE) Hh¥ Ins M i — & 48 BB ) (R AR B4 iy
SR MARBLEREAFTROCHEAZFIEENYRLEXS
IEA 0 (AR B ) VEIR L e AE

2 FALHWGIRER K191 FELITE

RAMMRARETRAREREN ETLIA Y —BH
REGHLRE S #E P T - McCarthy™ 44 1 $F A 1L 7] 6] 28
(Missionaries and Cannibals Problem) J% K 194 4F 1k ] 38 4
AXEA MR TF.

AT EE . =M= AEST W E—
BREAFENAND . WERNE—F . R FARELEH L
BIRR L B Ws i . 8] nder et 2

191N ERRBWT -

AR R ;

OEXBPERBABEFES (60003010 % .k FL . HARTEHIALEREHSAZH . XHLE TL.HRTAIAIEESIE
ZAIH/M B BT EBR.HRTEHATEE, SRMIEE MR HR.BLESm. R MIA TS,
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OB ARBAETF. A FAER ERAH#H—EIEN
¥ FHIYE R Z B e AR L ST IR () B K AR I AT #0

OOF4TEFAMER T HRRB TR ;

CORFRIEMN 3T A W4T B A4 3L mTag i) ;

GO FE—EHE —ME B ARE A EATHEEA

GOORAF—THFA—ITEHLT S

IHER LA SO REETTHE) ;

BYB KM EF ARGEME CEMA—ELMT;

OMRR KA A /NOEH T RmE—R (F8 L
LW,

QOYH —MEH BT 8 7KL

AD=MEH L5 1T HF AL BmE—Ri . FASHRE
AR

Q2)8F A S J7E RS FETF70. 149 O] BEE ME81 £ | (8] dna] A4
RERAELT 7] B Th 8 ESE 7E0. 9L | ;

AN FEFUEERB M AT

AORWK LA —B RGBT K ;

A EIEEESR. T ALFR B A REE;

A /G ;

ADFATHFA4MER L . ARRTAEHLINE RS
B, DA BB AR RAR P B0 (& H - i 5K AR R =] 3

ADFATFAAMEH L . BHFA—FERRAFHLER
FERAOEY . Bt LM AER ATOLETS
T BT A NS4S T Skt 5 KO

AN HHIEH —HEFAMGEH L BEMBAES KR
THEXE.

McCarthy Xt fth T2 B9 L IE T M B K T LR
H WA SIE.SHEM S R AR, 1,.2,5.13.16.17.18
ST IA M TR X BT EBITNE LTS
MABME =N R4, 3,4.17. 18 AL T G A B 2 5 18
BYEREIER . B ATTREBEANER LA /AHF,
WmA0); EHFT MA4)IFREE. MO BEKRKEEFEWH
BRPHEEB I HFAERSES  LRETHEHFERELBM
e aX Fhar B R HEFEGN FEEN.

3 BARGEHATREDHTR

BBl 4% McCarthy)45 i f9 BF AL i el B8 R L1941 284k 1)
B.ALRPHAESRAEEX RRNSTERIIHITHR.EK
XEZSFAERBERBE ERHAFT McCarthy W A 6E
Ft1o8 | ifschitz & # b 4189 ccale T @ g K 1041
2 . Adolfo Villafioritat™ 4+ 7 2T abstraction it B R
£ 4 ABSFOL #9 % F ft /7. Gustafsson i Kvarnstrom114g
A TAL-C ;28 &5 T [ %3 S L o] o K4 3.

3.1 Causal Calculator

Causal CalculatorP1 R — I E R P R T3
R TTHES S . Lifschitz T ERHATM T =
ARAEBESRELAFTRBRAOETRES:

1. 5| A ab iBid, EP 5| A JE 2 E #EFRALE . dE R T HESE XT
BRESNSEEINEEY AN AN - REFXHE—%W
B always VL : at(boat,L),FE/ERE — X RGgEE—
TR BERER S EIEAITREE N B — BT
NE.BR . EXHIER TR — R RgEE— ML E M6
BRAER L. FERPOF GBS HE always V L :at
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(boat,L)Y%k3g . AL A VA HEIR AL DT Al ik HaR A1 .

2. AT EH{EMA R H XN ER L Lifschitz 1B 31E
FRANMEREBHE . MEIT NP ED GREAEH TR
BRI B SR TEL T sh A s b X 3 B A R X 4 Rl
RAOMEN AR AR BAEBH I AERENESR
HWROBANT  ENZRER AN . BRPEEBHES
R HERHBYE (A EW T EESE) XA R & & 14
AN TENEMAB . R F D cross_howfast (fast)fE K
BHYE cross MR HERRT] .

3.ENETBHEAMERLIIERTEMBES - SLGH A
H-A) B 55 9% . BT L Causal Calculator 5| A group B HE &3k
LK 4 & A2 5 .

Lifschitz ZEAR R 11,1312k R a5 B PR - I8 EF A
LG M T OB ERE S sh4E R B 47 s A BF Lo i
5 M Rt A g [A) B 64T . Lifschitz A 9iX B A A& S . 47
B IMESS T HETF A EH BB . XEHTE
“difficult ") . FE M B9 T R P R4 . FH . HF 104N Tk [ &
B BHRAT . Bob ccale EMM B L FHAL BN K
BE BRI ccale HELSRRNENEBEFLEKENHR.T
FREE W RAIE T Brid ccale X LM 1 TLEEH
A BRRCAD MBERIEESS B ILTSHERAQSE
RIET R BHYES R AP ER ST ) sccale W ABERRR.

3.2 ABSFOL

ABSFOL £/ abstraction B b H /b #32 T X EHIE
B & 4 . Adolfo Villafiorita B 9¢ 7 BF A i 7 1) B 9 B Fb R R
Tk —ERAEMEEEH L . FAURMAREBRTRS
MMERERFRIIBD HEIBEEXRR. H—HELEE A
B—MEF B BERR(BFRTERRLE ALA RS
#— 1T g ABFT—TER LB RERTEA
ABSFOL % NiB S <18 Z.. JF £ ABSFOL Lt TR #
BT R M.

3. }kabstract

. 4. mapback
i _—l:—

5. refine

<

A
2. Abstract¥Rig
1. BX f,\

<
|
- g

A1

mEl HAIEwmE R RIEH ABSFOL M AES ER
18 3, RIS € X abstraction PAEL fa. 188 B FT; S, BRI
BEFRS..WEETHEHRE OBAEN f1(O);EEEREE
T 2 ERERE,BPER fA (D) iEH S L g2
K. MUEAHETHIAFEL RS BREHERBERm
4% [l (mapback) 63 & K 7R . i T 3 f2 9Bk 50T G — X4
ZHER. U ILET (A OERES83M LFTEES
B.EWERTAMNKE. I LFHSHLTLFALRTE
W BRTOR LGNS A refinement) ,
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IRARERE . HERTFORBIBTITAZENLTTE.
T O] LAl i abstraction BREIBME RRA KRB G5 R i
JE . Adolfo Villafiorita tNATT ARy B R R AR B H R M
7785 3R M McCarthy 32 A9 IR 2625 4k b A9 3843 (M1 28 . dm - 2,
5% . (B2 abstraction B REEM R F H AL A4, o m13
(B B RAEIORNEREGEERNROESHE
S, A BT B 5L i TR A% B 5BV . BP abstraction 3
WARREMRBEEN RO S HNEL.

3.3 ¥ RATAL-C

TAL-C 283 32 38 (Temporal Action Logics) @y —ff,
A TAL-C#frfraie B S BmMT . 555 TAL-C WEXE
55 (surface language )L (INDYFR/R A . ARG E I AR

AW EFED TAL-C YKZE BT (base language JL(FD)Y.L(FD)"

BHEL Y EREM A — KT E AL Gustafsson! 1242 i
HE 3 RNFY 7T TAL-C HREES LIND) . #tA®E
HAXRTEERBLZRAHEELRT BIIAFHENL
(NDYBILAY 5 . T EFRY EMOT LA B FED LIND) . F T @& m xd
S0NE.ROTAMT/LYEEGHIEENETEES.

1. B TTURCERGFIOTMURE SN .

2. AB|OTRGE S I RN R. TS
EBWEEXHEFHS.

3. AP FHELATE TP EE X (override) ,

Gustafsson 378 T #9 TAL-C &8t BF A X 0 [a} 28 %
H A& FhAS (L . RiHie TAL-C %t (6 & Y domain specifi-
cation B ATRE 1. T E X FEMEF A domain specification.,
BB EAE . EHBRE FTEREEXK . EEDEHTL
1 domain specification., S T £ X [G1 K AY domain specification
R R il b e 7k 4 #7693 B0 BT FE T | X R ALE 5|
ABBRGTURF R BANEIERESN X FEHAHEK
FRIBF .

4 HAFEABRERESINRAR

ERREEP W EXIMEN TN RETEENE
3 . 3N 4¥EZE 1k (elaboration of actions) ¥ B 45 14 hn sk i 20 5h 4
RAWRMEER . AW SMHEE AT REESR Amirl. Chitta
Baral 5 Le-Chi Tuan!'¥,

4.1 Amir X EH{EIE L RIRASE

Amir &7 Lifschitz AR Moy 2RE - mCABFR . BT
ROEROTH IR ERK . BAFE—ITUE—IBF.
RIS A —1 B elaborate f REIBEFE S5 T Z B 5T T 3E
£ T 693)4E .30 using-boat £ 314E go(group .bank)#y— 43
4k BB 424 T B93h4E a' A elaborate(go (group .bank) ,using-
boat )& 7= . B {1 Using-bridge 2 51/ go{group .bank)@y
— 2L B X — 1T EM 1L & A4S A Elaborations(a)
% 7R . Elaborations (go (group, bank)) = {using-boat , using-
bridge}. 55 M I 3k 5 V8 #E ¥t R XJ Elaborations (a) #& />
. BR—1TIMEN AR EEMRESRFRIA.

XERESIENMERRTHMERFHIMEA T
a' =elaborate(a,e) X— N ABERMHEE LA TR
TSNS propertyla’ Y= property(a) Ny V W) X B iy
oV BAS LR T ABIE a Bl o' 94X B HEMZEL 2R
T 3X .35 e — A (] 28 . BE B B S (T 78 1 £ Ol fE a4k sh4E
G 3kK &8 69 3 E . & _EE 8 5 F F 514E go(group.bank ) EE
FREEE. MAEANTLT HSHERRTELS . B AWML
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SIE R P W XS B AR AR A BF B E  Amir 5| A ¥ Y1517
chosen{a,s) , TWRBNE a FERE s T RABIEE .SIE a 24K
7% s T aT$h471518 Applicable(a .s) (Applicable(a ,s)&cho-
senla,s) APoss(a.s)) . MERELF A ERLAMILAE .

Applicable{a,s) \ Precond® (F.z.a.s)

=>F(x,result(a.s))
Applicable(a,s) N Precond  (F,x.a,s)
=>—F(x,result{a,s))

RECExHERB WS ASUEROEE X
EEER RS TEN A AR A SEABTITIRTE
¥ AMMAMTLARXRIIL T is-motorboat € Elaborations
(elaborate{go(group , bank) susing-boat)) .

4.2 BRWMENDEER

— A IHERGUREFESRHER . ERERHHRE—
EMBME.HT H#HABFXBMENSNEE L. Chitta Baral &5
Le-Chi Tuan ZEEF A E R ER E5IA—M KK
BOES U ERDTXEZMMEE Y ADTEAELREZSHN
YERY R0 . B K 88 T 4E 4] i (luent) . E 168948 R S}
HEERE AREREHR LONERFENERPUIEK
BTRAOEE . FHEERE—RETHRMELTTEKR TR
MER.

SIARALTRE HREBERHRFEBRSTEINTER:

(1)a causes ¥ if ¢ (2)9 causes ¥

(3)impossible a if ¢
Ko BraME. Y BRAAR ¢ HARKEBRTAR. K
AR u B true BYBEIEFR R J probability of « is nln £0.
IZBMHFRPD . XHEV REMERHELCE TR REELS
1.

5 BEEEOMILRER

ATHEMEARKGETRES . Amirl M2 H -4 RE
B A BB,

5.1 MiRAETHHE

X BBt sy MR ER T A B A 4 &4 (axiomatic
formal systems).

B 2ABERLRSGE S RN =AW, | ~.T). Kb
L BiES .TREAEES, |~EfHEXA,

FXFEESEEREBOES.HILIZRBEEL M9&
BHEHE.AHACORTHERAEZRE ZHABRENFTHES
WARNEIL .C(S)={T|~9}.

EXEREREMHHEXER .= iff C(2)=CEN(C
S =CEREAHEXR.

MBI EXEARTNE P ERXELK. X
HRHIGFHEMMBBEAEREITNE. MR oCLE—KS
B @ MBS MR RRE XK add(9) (3) = (L, | ~.TU
{@}>.

MR PE S MBE LT, delete (@) (2) 3K 7R : delete (@)
(z)d‘=/=<1.. |~.T\{¢}>.

AT RFEDRELMGT—RINNEBHEE.MINE
EWMAEFRT a=(a;, - a0) (a b R TIE M add () X
delete (@ BIBNEYER RN :G(Z)ga.(a._l("'(al N, m:
a={(delete (¥).add (9)) W :a(Z) =add (¢) (delete (¥I(Z}),
Actions(L)E XA BRETE L LIITOIBWERED « Ay
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5.2 HRRBITEEN

ATHBEITER.BEBCIMI#FERE RS
zk.

E N2 Bi¥(Translation) —41E#Ft BRI HBTER.E
BAN—TMEARKERF—MEXRK.B ¢.5~5 BN
AL HD S BEABAEXRANES.

ERARFEZEMETF  MESEXEENH Z=2,iff CG
ENH=CU()).

HERITABUERERR 2. 2w MEFE . HRTL
FEERAEN a(D) =2 oy . — T HBEKE—BFHE)a.

£ M 3 AP FE B (Syntactic Distance) 2, 3nape=B A
NEAERRK. N A SuAEERRE: dist (2, Suw)

:min(len(a) la€ Actions(L) Na( SV =Ziug e} - X B len(a)
a FHFHESI . LB EEAESEFINTE ZHEED 2 0w
B4 dist (S 2 ugu) 20,

£ M 4 Ap 4k 8¢ (Elaboration Comparison) 2;=<(L,, |
~ TS = g |~ THORFEIMN AR EL E—1
i 3, =28 8%.

2 L, ZIEFNVEFET] a€ Actions(L,) B S, BATLAER

def
(syntactictially elaboration-tolerant) E ¥ #:3,<...2; =dist,

(Zl .a(E,))Qdist,(Ez .a(Z;)) °
HELILE LEARETE(RHRERITEXLNR:

<2, pd VY a € Actions (Ly) 2 <,.a22 A Y a & Actions
(L2)3 a€ Actions(L) (& (Z)=,a(Z;))

5.3 —Eaip SEIRNT4

ZHAERYERE Amir 3~ HFHNGR.ER
MR MEEGT. - TRAERXFSRATARMEER
—AEHHERERLFSHMREERSE EA @R
RSN B ERES EROE T EXEE R THIERE
W.emES2SMMBAE ERSTHRINIFRERR I
S MEESHER AFMIE . R ERATHRE.

E Amir HEHERSG  AREBHIELNTEEE
fh MAERETRAF I EEE EHEZERSH B
BEBEALBRATRENONEREFTZRES . TREH
REHKEHEE. /N ERNRBEFBRECHEF —HIFRRK
M MEARE S ., EEXEEN HEEMY
TR EEE.

Reg5RE AN EERINHARERESITS .BE
— M RGHEE XM McCarthy IR H M EF A R R #3194
ARk BN A R S RE R piX 2 3R a9 1L ] A . th RS BB TR X
RERATRENAEZRS.CLEEZNRMTESHTR
iR M .M : Ernie Davisl'* 4R 4 “Egg Cracking” [M &, 34 i
i £ #pA5 4k . Murray Shanahant"1%5 i “Egg Cracking”[8) & }%
KEmEn—rEF B4 REe R i McCarthy™!
FRFMBIRERA FiTHiCHEFASF Q@O TAEBEHE25
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A HAREERINBARENREREERKRBRARZESHBES
TEMEL.X—BIFERREH BAEFROEBERS:
FAE X ROV TLURFBERRAHETR S X
HHIFREZRRIT IERUTARARE SRS,

BEEENDCRERBIIRFRENTE R IRETR
FEHEROEARRLFRENRBRE NETRE SO
RERMWEFHN Al REAFEENHEIB X AAEAR
SBANEZHWR.
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