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Automated Reasoning Techniques for Solving Combinatorial Mathematical Problems: A Survey
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Abstract Automated reasoning is a symbolic algorithmic technique that aims to simulate the logical reasoning ability of human.
The overall goal is to mechanize different forms of reasoning with a computer system. Although the theoretical framework of the
field has not yet supported the simulation of the full range of human reasoning capabilities,developments in the field have reached
a point where automated reasoning programs are being used by researchers to attack open problems in mathematics and logic and
provide important applications in computing science. This paper briefly reviews common approaches of automatic reasoning in
dealing with open problems in combinatorial mathematics and highlights the latest developments in this field in China and abroad.
Then the strengths and weaknesses of various approaches are analyzed,and reasoning strategies that have emerged in recent years
to enhance the trustworthiness of automated reasoning results are introduced. Finally, future research directions and challenges

are discussed.

Keywords Automated reasoning,Combinatorial mathematics,Computational logic. Artificial intelligence,Symbolic calculus
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Bt g P A S IE W — B B Sl e B U O A% O B AT
% BRI AL IRAE AR ARFS 3 S0 ATV B g i B AR
ety — AU % L B 2E KT R R R e B AE ( Think, Fast
and Slow) BN R BLET 55 20 A H 3 RS 1(System 1)
JE PR A BE R 25 1LY 5 RGE 2(System 2) 2T 1 IR
TR BB A LR AT fif KA SRR 1 26
BB, R R R Z M AR A E K RS 2
(System 2) B H T, BB AR M RERMAL RS 2
HOR RE B LA RE R DA 22 4 5 R B0 M]3 7 1 e
R W 5 6 AR 2222 ST, R R A A e . B — |
J A S FU S M . X — T TR O A A S e
TRt 2L 5 B0 AT T A AT AR 2 i Y i
A R 5 5 — T T 2 (R Ay 2 4 2 A v 14 55 2H 1 BT
2320 1 Bl Hfi T i A R Y R X R sk 4 TR 3 K AT B T
B IR

T JLAR Bk i 22 1 2 5 50 SRR A 20 R
Prfg e X WAREE A Sl HE X — 5 £ X AT T IETE R E
) GR I CR TR SE AR WY BB A AL . ASCHRIIR T A
S 3 R A SR A 201 0 U T 0 X v £ A DG 5 3
J& L IEDIE T AR R 12 BT e B Bk A AT S T . 8 2 A
27 12N F R — S S A A ) S G T I R Y B A AE
B0 3 WRUR T L L AR P Sl 4fl B AT T G T Y 4L 5 R
Vi) g1 3 e 1 D0 A B AR SR 1 7 Bk L ORI A 21 T i e AR
PETT IR M BT B ROL S 5 4 WA R T BAETCT H Z e i
B TE i R B (i) 0 ) T A5 4 1) A T ) 0 R 5 ) L
OB K.

2 EAHZ

2.1 BEAR

AR 02 T A 40 A B OB 2 ) S B R T R B A R
Gl B, T R e R — A B
WA, HETEBRN G A6, 544y A B B R aE
BIIE . BHH poqrxi s F/NE RS TRl FR LNy
A AR TG L TR Fe R A Y FLABR A . o 3 4 B 4 i) T
H6 i 0 3 IO 2 R Ok A A i R, R LI — T 3B K 4 1)
BT OURRAR™) s ORGSR ATV T e —
A RS 2 B XA — o A R — RS R

1) iy 7832 4 A8 0 S 0 3 3ORE 1 28 20t R A X
@ L TREARX:

OISR ¢ BRI —¢ B

(DFFd1 o JENTK M g * g IEAZ L Hp = JE 502
BIEERY

GY T A X AEBIRA BRI (D — (D E B FF5 R

EATRIEF AR H T @ U0 CF IR F ALK &
HIECF HAE N T, A TASCFE RN 747,
TR AR T & SCE AR A — N SCFE F AR A
AR ST F AR A A, A TAF A I
S — PRI 2 2 2, R 8 4 BUE =X (Conjunctive Normal
Form,CNF) , HH— B K .

N

~

(L VsV Ly, DA ALy Ve VL, )
Hop, Ly 0.

N i 58 AR T8 4 - B AT SR B AR A 1Y eR B A TR
SRAEAE— AR A (A5 2 3 1, 3~ 3O T 2 193X A
AL A AR S — A 2 2R AR 5 35 I BRI A 2R AT R 1

— [ 3% e — P L A A R AR R I AR R L R
BT 4 F5S .

(DFBRFS  H/NERLFE a.b,c FRR;

(DBBFZ NG RIFE 2y, 2 FRR

RS H/NERFR: fog RN

(DA S ARERCFER P.QEFIR,

A T 3 5 A 0T, B3 U SR

(D F A5 2T

(D RAT S IRI;

A f(ayssa,) 2 n TCHREAF S0 st, 20, N
Sty e t,) T

D FTE AR, (2) (LTS,

#FH Py, sz, & BB S, 0, sz, 2N
Py st R T, I A 8 e Xl

(DJEFIEARX;

(2) L, TRA;

R ¢ A M —g ZAK;

(D g+ g FEAT LM g, * g, IEAZ, HA « & 024
HEHEAT 5

A ¢ RAR a ¢ PHAMRZLE, Y xé, Jag &
YN W

(6) T A > AR A IR U (1D — (5 A A5 5 J

WIAE R AR ¢ M — AR T, R AR 2 XA D Frxd
¢ T BAT RS JOE 1 A LT B0 RN AT 0 — 4
16 e AL .

(DX FADERAS F8E D PRH—PITER,

(DX TRA n JTCREAF S 168 — 1 R 48 & D' 3
D fy—wegt.

X TRA n TR 5, 38 & — A, B 45 & D' 2
(0,1} 11—~ Bt

WERAFTEMRE Tl = ¢ 76 T T U AR W ¢ B 7T 6
R LEAR TR 638 T AR 6. AR T FR ¢ IR AAFAE
fi R T R A ¢ T g BRSO AT R B (B TEAR ) 5 2R
¢ MITA R T MW R A 4.0 ¢ FROHEIN,

TR B E PR BE P REEFANX ¢
L1 iff T B A, BE PR A A
2.2 By;EEFE

W R AT 55 BOR 2B IR F IR IR L A S A
B A 3R 2 ) S FEXS 7 IR B A 2 g (Y TT R . FE TS AL
o B U O R o PR

(1) #FUEM i (Proof-theoretic) BY 77 2% : 1% J5 3 F (De-
duction) #fE 2 ) 1 o 75 1) e Z B 25 20 . ML PR
23 B ( Axioms) AT BEEL ] (Inference Rules) & 7E — 2 # FR
FHEBRSG
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(2) 3 TR S (Model-theoretic) i 77 5 % J7 B S 1E ML
26 HE LT ISR T A T A8 0 4 I8 Sk ) s T8 2 il

HEFR R 4008 H 2 Al A CAntecedents) #fE 3 J5 3 (Conse-
quents) %) #E FHBE 00 A4 B, 41 40 N E F E M ——p=>p., TE
PR 85 () A R T O R e R P, — SRR E
TLRYFRI K

—pVCpV D
CVD

Horpr, p ReAw TG, C 1 D WA T4 33 4% MU 4 Bk Sy 1
45 J5 3 (Resolution) ™ . H—Fi Rk 2R BN

—pVCp
C

X TG 4 10000 2 B T RO HE R0, B AT R B SAT R
e i T o L A T SR R MG, I 4 R R DL v R ) e 2
(Conflict-Driven Clause Learning, CDCL)™ & = i 30 L i He
FRERIE 2 (2) 2 DL A 4R B 20 3L

by — SR T RCBLE By 7 SR L B Y AR B A
A B 114 2 ) v A A A R T R R A S T A R X T
A T T X R Ok 0 3R ERE SRR R R [l 9 U R i
IR ERBE T RE. WX T A BRI B — B2 EimE X
Tl Dy 3 A, 7 [ 30k 0 HE 2 v S k) 45 P R A L B R B 1Y
AR B R

b I E S AR B R IR S TRl
P, LGSR 92 BRALE A4 T, B 0 T B i 4 3R (S0 iR
PO FE LR BAEFUEH A XA AT R M. mxtFE R
7= 8 (R S = NI IRT EN < R/N W /N < O = B B
T H 0 SAT SR fF % . SMT 3K fif 2% Al A B B 26 B 4% , 4B 5%
FIY A2 R AN 2R TR S 1R U5 X, A 2 3 3% X Bonaci-
na F 2 43X B 7 SR S 2 5 2 #E (Guess and Reaso-
Bl 7E AT B9 R Rk SAT SR f f8 b, FHELE R L
[ ) vk Jre T BB SR HEAT I R, [ I 72 98 R i e b R ] B 1 )
A% 5 I 455 D B R sl SR MO T 2 RN B RS DL . TR FR K
FAEWE AR BT o 3 — 20 4 1R X &% ol iz T A ) SR At 20 %8
X AR S S B A AR Rt 2 CDCL AE 48, B 2 B Al A 30
FHE 3G T 0 B SV A ORI R S Y R A AE SR . H AT
IZHE SR P Z A 5 SMT W&,

3 HAMFEIEAFIHEERANHER

A BTSSR B B0E A R DL R R
BT & B YRR R B R SR 8 R T e T L
R PN L SRR g =R I S e et AR A € 1R I < R RN N B =
AE S4Bt B WA Y . BLAE 1960 4F , AATHE T 44 F) 144
ML B & RAL IR A s h i, B IdEw F 40 —14
FeAFEE L Parker 55 i B 130 HL 5 GIE T 802 R WCHL Y 56 F 90
ANIESE 10 B T 07 A7 76 PV i 45 8500 Bt J5 2 T3 3 0L & B
B 25 SR 2 ) A 7 D B 177 AT B AR MR et
R, AT 2 R 1 1) B0 2 55 R o 1 R0 5 TT AL 1990 4R I
5 NATTTT by 49 02 08 ) 4 2EL T JEL oAb H 3k 4P 201 5 2502 1 i R
HRAESCilk[4], Zhang 7 1991 4E 3L F — B B8 & T8 — 14

(@)

(2)

ning) "7,

AT LAAL $ AL A B2 o) B 38 A 4 2 T 2 FALCONM™, Jf: fi
P T 2T — LRk T A S 1) LT A G T b )L i TR 5 R
T AR X2 K. B 7R 1992 4F Fujita %7 &
T FEIE B T H MGTP™ 15 7 K ¥ 28 TF il i) L3 1Y
[R5, 1993 4F, Fujita 76 N T3 8 T4 & 18 IJCAL 1= A3k
KA SCHYIE AR T AT TAEDY . 1994 4E, Slaney JF & T
FINDER 3 # # 41 4 % 2 (9 3 7%, JL-F [A) it , Stickel,
Zhang , McCune 3 T iy 8832 # (SAT) 4y 1 JF & T LDPPU*,
SATOM ,MACEVS &4 B8 T B, 3f H i fifp ok T 1R £ 5 IR
ARG A FECMEXERT . 36 1 0 T 3 20 4F R 7E [ Bl 4 #1403
PRe EANE IR C AL
F 1 F 2 AR G T Y 21 S B IR
Table 1 Combinatorial mathematics problems concerned in the

field of automatic reasoning

HE XA X4
Quasigroups and Latin squares PHSHT
Ramesy numbers L 4 5 H
Van der Waerden Numbers JEAE R R B
Covering arrays(CA) X &
Orthogonal arrays EX#HA
CA numbers of small strength NEEE & B4
Steiner systems Hi 38 4 % 71
Mendelsohn designs 748 R Rk it
Magic squares %177

B w0 HE L T B 4 — B 1 Ry A A ), Nk 2
igZR
#2 HIWEHETH

Table 2 Automated reasoning tools

FALCONLI2],SEM[19], SEMD[20]

EEIN T
EF-hEn MGPTL13] , FINDER[15] , MACE4[21]

LDPPLI6],SATOL7), MACE2L18]

£ F SAT -
BT MiniSATL22] , Glucose[ 23]

20 a2 90 4FEAC, IR 2 Al B I AT AR 2 T R
figpdh . 5 2000 4R 5, ER ) 1 A A e B9 LA Ko L E 2 AR
A 4T Jox 4 A T LSRR AT A A T AR A0 ] R A
Rt Sf R T Ak A Bk RO )R A A R AT 2 Y
o BT 20 AR BE A 2] BE S R A — 28 TARTT IR 4R
AR BE 27 o B b B XU R T — e
S S T R M 3 T A ke T Ak S 5 B IR R B W TR
3.1 SRBWEE

W 5[] 0 2 5 T ) 30 e G 0 ) S L T AR R R 2 B K
B e PR S B OR BB B T AR B THEM . AR, 548
AR Z )R AL G T4 T LUy . EXRER S SRR
— BEBIF TN B e 0 R T R IO X 3 S R, X 28 TAR:
B 2R 1 ST B I A i S o 1 TR R PR B AT 0 3 4
IREZ G WE T A SRR AL LT IR R
JEHRES IR MR, AR SCLL A AT SAT ) B 1 & 8 K 1 JF 47
SRR IT IR Z —— 4 BB 5w (Cube-And-Conquer Method)
] BT SAT [n] B A7 JF 47 5K figk 19 455X, A 41 8
J3E JTZ D5 5 5 W A 52 BEUE ] T A

Pl 1 JRR T BB se i SR AR TR . G D) R
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O3 R T RRR A “ 7 (Cube) BY 7 18] B, 9K J5 98 J SAT SR it
AT TR A . b Y SR Ay B I B, AR AR
T 4 T i) S SRR A B TN, DT B A S A FHINE . Sl i, 43 Bk
BUsa ik AT i A 2 A e kxR B 19 T IE (Look-ahead) 3K fif
O EARX F#FATTUZ M2 LR IR~ a 3 EE ke
RIS FRR A — LA CoI AR He ] R R
FAC.

O cutoff leaf

F:=F A(x; Axy A—xg)

. refuted leaf

Fy:=F A Qx; A=xy Axz AXy)
F;:=F A (x; A —x; A —x3)
F,:=F A(=x; Axy Axg)

Fs:=F A (ax; Axg A X5 A X,)
Fg:=F A (=x; A x4 A X5 A 21x;)

F;:=F A (2x; A axg AXy)

Bl1 Bl o 0k oR A i A 7w 7 8
Fig. 1 Cube-and-conquer method

H T 43 B i v e ) b 9 AT SR AR R UE B SAT 7]
Ie) B 25 £ TSR AL =2 D) 8 T 2E AT AT ] S8 AR, 4 ok TR KA sk
BT e AR 2 L ShiE B T A TR
TR 4 T A Heule 2T 2016 4541 H)AY ST A K B2 1k 5F
P =04 7] 5 (Boolean Pythagorean Triple problem) A% IE
B, EREMAEEEF D — AR R B I 0 e 1)
n [0 A AREG RS A E AR5 WA G AR AT — A
AP ITT R A REM B — A HER BRI = 5Tl (as by o) L BD
at bt =P Al I ) R A A A R B N KO R — s
AL fRT AL, AT 5 A A SR A 41 3700 AR A 14600 &4 T
A SAT IR, T JE 4 FH B T v v 4 3% ) 8143 i >l 106
A, IEFE R 800 A% 0 A B BT B HLAE BE 32 17 T 35000
A~ CPU B fift e T I B . A T AR 55 — A~ 02 BT A2 B
EBA SCAE 4y B oR—— 3 200 TB,AY 1% 3iF B 33 17 36 1F 7%
AL T 16000 4> CPU B, Nature )6 HFR 4 i 5 & K
BB UE 7

AR Sy —Fiit B 09 9147 5K fige 5w, 43 B B0 E T AF R A
Wif e 7 AR 20 206 03 U Y R AR 1) A, 2018 48, Heule X
Schur BHATHR,, B UIEH T S(5) =160, X & [ 1965 4F
Golomb ZEUF B S(4) =44 LSk iz ] A fe g alt BT, AN T
i SAT SR it 1 30 0% 1) R0, 6 5 0o M 2 107 A B,
e 2y 14 A CPU 4F 58 i 4 3328 55, B A= i A 3iE B3 S R 7R AR
WA T T 2PB T4 3. 2020 4E, Brakensick %5 %t JLAT] 2
FEAE 90 ZAEIY Keller F5AE4T T W5, 38 b 43 e B0 o 1K i

— 21 SAT [ B, DA T 180 RS A e T A AR,
3.2 RAKE
3.201 —HrEHE5H4UTHMEL

— [ iy R R A A PR e R I — 3 B ) A 4%
A, M — B2 5 Rk A, A A 5 Ak,
TRBR T 75 5 0] B A 45 4 RE L. Zhang PO T T — i
SR AT PRS- 2k RO A A A S O R P, AR R e
¥ AR TE A B PR TR LA Y L7 1] i £ R TS Y (Bl
XFRRIGD 33k B TR ATT HURR Bl dme /IS I A4 78 35 0k 5 A A 1Y
M T R FR R B /N BUEL 7L (Least Number Heuris-
tic, LNHD ™, B2 —Fp R4 A /N 1 2h 25 I B K = [ 44 7 [7) R
Wik, HIBARK.

YV, y(f(xsy)=f(ya) NV 2,y ff(zay)a) =)

3

WRAMTE 4 TTAHMRE0,1,2,3) M (3) AR, i
ST £O,0ME AT TR HAGIK 0 & 1, Ko
EOZMMAMITE, MITE 2.3 WHTTUEEIES 1 X
FREY, B BRI AT R BB &t — A BRI A AR £(0,0)=
1B TS FO,0=2MER T e —%. B 2 ER
T LNH J7 k%3 (3) B 70 4 i 3k i b 7= A 1 B A 5 2R, 1l o
e R S RN T LNH 56 s i 75 Z AR R A =5 1], T A5 34
SETEMEF LNH SR m B 7= 2 i 35 R .

f(1.0)=?

Kl 2 LNH /R ZE
Fig. 2 Diagram of LNH

5B AR, 4 A R R R e TR AT A
G — A T B R S AW EE LN . SAT SR JTILTES
i T IUTHAE R R R IR L3 R e ws VB S5 B 22 7 T 2 4R
BRI OB . B E T, 8 AR A #2 b 38 3 o 28 i
Al A3 M b 3 7= A 1 SRR, 9 AP A B9 T e 212 a2, i B
FE S5 SR gt ek AR v SR SR I T LR 3R A R e os . RLEE
2001 4F . Zhang™ S 1 e 5 KM X W H MR B G & &,
G S SAT SR 5 48 2 T Davis-Putnam i3 2
77 v FH R B0 AL ok A ROR IR T T S 4R T — B 48 Al
I B A SR M B9 F7 . 2018 4, Huang %500 8% — By 18
LT CDCL 9 SAT SR JT R 454 I3 T FOL+SAT 19
SRARAE IR R A SR RS I REAL N ] 3 TR

At F A

SAT/UNSAT

BEE A SAT-Solver

e B A A2 ———

RS

B3 — Bl
Fig.3 FOL+SAT
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% A 0] R TOU )2 ) FH — W 322 4 O (58 10 % Bk R 4T B
ot K ) e 21 SR S T S 30 2 A AR L SR S 4 3K 2 L 6 T B
1 1 22 [ A 1 B A Rk A B R A4k S 32 i RO SR it B AR
ETIZ ik  Huang 25808 10080 K 4 ] 58104 R 1 e 7 M ARG Y
SURB AL 3 8 B LA 1% In) B eiclE 1) T 0T DAAR 3 13 [ i1 O, IF
L BT B T AU A AE R M S 5 L T a3 S 2 SR
JH B — SR figt 5 5% 35 0 1 A — B Ik 1) P BUAB Y
3.2.2 #AEHLHEAMRKEAAS

HEHRE R G (Computer Algebra System, CAS) 7F £
AR AL B TP T ORI RS, e AR K AL 3
A R 2 SR B A R 8, R WL By CAS R4 H MA-
PLE®, MATHEMATICA®", AGE®Y 1 MAGMAR,
Bright 25 1Ak F) FHACE0R G rb f0 45 380 003 AT DA 3 B9 K B g
8 2% 75 8] 55 Bh Ay 103 4 B — I 32 A e B R TR O A
f117E 2016 4E4R T SATHCAS X Floks fiv 75052 45 3 2 A1 1R %1
IR A SR i BB . SAT 4 CAS (% T 44 J5 20 4 &1 4
iR

SAT instance

Problem

Generator

SAT solver result
(Solution/UNSAT core)

SAT UNSAT

B4 Ay i+ AUER S
Fig.4 SAT+CAS

B4 v, Huc B Az B T S R R — S RS
CAS ZG I 44 M LL CAS B J7 3K 38 i A8 &R 58 9% 4B
] PAE B 4 A2 A 5] BE (Lemma) 5 55 — A3 028 42 A9
G T HLEL A O il 1% 58 A AR A2 i SAT Ab 3 I 4 B e ¢
S5, FT% 7k, Bright S ) B E T Hadamard 5 48 /)
F 156 By oL, 3 H I E T Williamson i [ AR 7 7E 35 Bk
— G X — S5 R F T 35 J& Williamson 56 M A FEAE 1Y i
AINBER. BEJR AT A SAT+CAS MR fig e T /N T
25 B Golay Pairs [0 1)  Good Matrices™™ o] f A & Lam’s
[7) R F f G B ) T
3.2.3 BAXMEHIM/IERRL

JRER R I —F LA 50 UM R R s R W Rk,
R R KX b SR E e H e EE S lifn —uk
V) R 1 e e AR A5 B0 i . N DS AE R DR B R R &R
R R RS BT ANR G 0. B0, 78 E B B — B 45
S IR R ISV AR WSS WIRIIE F A U 2w

2'+5x+6=>(x+2)(x+3)

AN RUE L RIEAE U, &R &,
NAX2?+5x+6=0 WD) r=—3 Ml x=—2 2
FRATHLE 22 565 7 ok By IR A R B T a9 o R
AN . WS TT IR AR A A 2 R AR R A 1 L FRATTAR M
FEAAT 2 TR AT 1% 7 s B A WA, (DR AE AR I AR o A —
SERE I By T DA R b A SR AR R T, BT
WM ZZ . Huang S8R ] 7 —Fs 8 kX5 2 HMERR S 19I5 X

SHe Ak T 2H 5 B AH O TR RE S A AT B B A AR T LA S ok
BEFE

P 5 R s il 2 4

Fig. 5

ZITE M FE R R AR LB ET R R Tk
D ST W — 4 A e Y (2 R R A R e A AL T S
X R FR X S AR SR ST ORI A ). XRE A — AN 25 ]
AT UL AR b R R B — R 2 I 1L R TS R DL
X — 2 [ I 14 8 R 2 A R 58 A 1 3 AR SR A% HE AT 3
I, Huang %5 T X B3 7 X T IEA Goll Bty H 45
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