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Exploring the Scientific Nature and Scientific Questions of Data Science

CHAO Lemen
Key Laboratory of Data Engineering and Knowledge Engineering, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China

School of Information Resource Management, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China

Abstract As an emerging academic field, the scientific nature of data science has garnered attention,and its scientific questions
have not been clearly defined. This paper explores the scientific nature of data science from four aspects:scientific research para-
digms and methodologies., falsifiability and reproducibility. scientific spirit and rapid iteration,and scientific research agenda and
theoretical framework. It also answers the question of why data science is an emerging science. Building upon this foundation and
incorporating concepts such as the DIKW model(data-information-knowledge-wisdom pyramid or hierarchy) ,the DMP model(da-
ta-model-problem model) , the statistical and machine learning methodologies of data science,and the processes and activities in
data science. This paper presents seven core scientific questions in data science: the precedence of explanation or data, problem
alignment with data or data alignment with problems, prioritizing trust in data or models, emphasizing performance or interpre-
tability,data partitioning strategies,solving unknown data problems with known data,and the role of humans within or outside
the loop. Finally, four recommendations for data science research are proposed:a focus on theoretical research within data science
itself, the further separation and specialization of data science in terms of science,technology,and engineering, strengthening the
theory and practice of data science empowered by artificial intelligence,and fostering collaboration between the discipline of data
science and data science within other disciplines.

Keywords Data science, Scientific nature, Scientific questions, DIKW model
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WAL R 3 BB R = LA R DIKW
T Jo PR At B HG ok A O, OF 4R R B B ) — DA B
()L i B SR SR AE S5 B TR B 4 BN IR T HUR R i =
FEF B DMP A5 50 CR -5 8- [R] RIS ), 3 42 iy 1 4K
PEREF 0 53 51 3 A AZ 0 Bk 2 (1) 5« [ia) B0 5% 5 4 o S B 4 X
FE IRV A7 TR 5 B B AR Y 7 T o L B A R T i
Ph? FEBCIERNE B 45 5 BXF LR AT T RCHE B 2 00 AR [ 5
HEE——G i SR T IR R T B B A AR
(i) AL« ey 30 - dl 2 ey P R0 0 R e oA A A B0 £ ) S 7
5 6 B BUR AL R AR 5 00 g 4R B B AR R S B
P PPN eI S DN E AN SO = I F R s T B[ =
Rk,

2 HEMFNHZERM

W B0 BB RRAE 32 B AR AR I HE T BB (De-
riving Theories from the Facts) ., iEfh & X (Falsification) , B}
#4158 76 2L (Research Paradigm) .\ B} 27 #F 5% 4X 45 ( Research
Programme) B} 22 fiF 5% J7 5 8 (Research Methodology) | AJ if
B (Reproducibility) L & B} 24 4 #f (Scientific Spirit)**,
PR AR SO BATR 4 A5 AR BUE B2 R A R
2.1 HEMREARAER

%5 U3 2 (The Fourth Paradigm) , B 48 %5 48 #0 B 2% &
Bl (Data-intensive Scientific Discovery) » J& 5 4 Bl 2 iy 32 %2

W5, Hey F 2007 4F48 H T 45 U =0 M & L IA S 26 Y
TR Ak 2 BB B R R B R 2 5 A — A Rk
Foamt . WNEIRRIEMES, Lk 4 MU BB X HIET
SR T M B0 LA AR AT 2 R I B (W3R D)

D —ER (Z % B2, Empirical Science) : & B g
0 U0 4% B S 9 vk A 5 AR OB o T AR 9 X R SRR A
5 o LT 08 1) BRI A 44 0 R 4 B S 6 AR T —— AN B U
GARAT 1) B T2 30 R T AR 0 A

256 {5 B Rl , Theoretical Science) ; 3 %l & T
BRI AY H B RN 3 4 A O U SR s X A
AF 5 910 300 9 0 e il 4 L R G 06 L T S T RS RO M
5 HE S G I A ORE TR .

3 =75 X GF B Bl 2%, Computational Science) : ¥ i 5
MU 5 15 BLAE Sy R B R 2= 058 7 s, U 5 R F A 48 5 4y 2
B AR R G NIAT A W5 AR A B | (R BT At A5 2 e 3t
SEMURR T 2B B AS L0 O SCRCHE L O AR S A0 45 30 W 42 5 52
0 58 B LS

4) 55 PUE 2 s %5 48 B BL % & B, Data-intensive Scien-
tific Discovery) : 3 P 78 52 bR A 7 il 3 ol 55 50 Az 3 v = AR 1Y
LS ) 43 BT RO L FCRIR 5T R AT B AR R L it LT AR
960 08 BN g KB o ARG A — = S B R A = X
FASSPLRRC AR o 0 ST A A B L R B R PR A (IR
SERBARH) Vs FRAE

1 PEATET R U R X L

Table 1 Comparison of four paradigm theories in scientific research
E R %A =% EUEEN
& R E b # A E HEEEAHELAN
=R = 5 I IS
2 e W5 B S B HHE , -
R $3E (3 4 i A
2 A AL 55 78 o 31 35 ;’ﬂfﬁgg;ﬁgg HBE G REEGHE KRR A
% % LR RO T KB F%),‘ TR DIREE RN E- & DN S - AR &)

#HAE)

TR R B AL 08 R 2 O Ok BER A
BAm . BARFLE TR AN ITIRISE 3 Al TR HLRE S
B AT LA . B B b W BOE T A B A A B A B
FVECAR 43 BT 45 155 ) 32 B2 R B9 J2 1T 55 MURK 4 4538k 149 7 36 A 4
Ao BORBR 2 b BOE o3 7 A BCIE R R R R A i
J5 8 ALIE AR VE G HE T S R R YRR 0. SR A
2 P B0 0 2 R A 0 R AR R AR O v

A0 B A R R % B B 58 9 X DL BB HLRL 2
GeiT 2 FALES 2 2 J7 k38 o = MRS BF 58 7 ka8 i N A R
BHE B 27 4 AL TR 2 W oA 2 A B Bl A A LA A% SR
S ER A AR E O BB 2 AR R R R T — A
AT B dol B B Rl 2 R
2.2 WHEHESAEIE

Bl B2 0 B 5 5T B 289 B 45 wTHIE O P (Falsifiability) .
BP0 B 5 S0 R R AR B T IR R R 46
RUPTAR 38 BRI | 5585 4 I L SRR M 2 BT L Dt 25 43 T AR B 32
FLRE 1 43 BT B T8 90 135 250 R 6 A e B L A/B B L LR
HEWTSE . X487 BE 10 O Tk O B30 B2 i B e RN S R SR T

LAl AT BE R 2 B — A R 2 O (9 B A U

BE Bl 2 By n] 1 B (Reproducibility) 32 8 48 H At #F 5%
& AR M AR ) A B0 42 R 43 A 5 VR A5 B0 g it X B (Sta-
tistically Significant) ™ fAHBLEE R L TIAS — 7E J& 58 42 A 7] B %
e BT SR AE RO R 43 B S B0 AR AR 1 ) A AL 55 5 TS
AT BEATLEC, PRt BV J2 4 X A 5] 194 5] A0, 50408 F0ARE Y, $ 40
B v iy 25 51 RT B B Rk e AL R SR A AN TR, 2SR
Bl {5 BE (Reliability) R EE (Validity) & 7 & I 2R R
WU 285 Rl 5 i A8 0 JoT kY PR S G BREFE A . SR 0 T A A
{5 JE FI% % (Bias-variance Tradeoff) J2& ¢ 3& Bl 5 40 &4 0 5% 1%
TR BT B — AL A, 2T S SR AR — Y
PR B AL 382 200 A AN 2 5 W) R0 Bk 2 1) T R B i ELRE
B B AL RS AR .
2.3 BEBHRREENR

PR SRR = 0 58 b i B BE AL FIFI BB . O Neil
SEAE HZF E“Doing Data Science” WP 2 3, fib I 78 B 48 b WK
ZLIF B BB B % 5487 (Introductionto Data Science) B
B A Bl A A A St ) v SRS R e ) A e R
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R0 2 008 4 i o B S 500 1 ] R0 D R i i 4R Il 250 7
S b AR T — PR T BR AL A 3C R A —
Creative Designing (411 P£ ¥ 31) . Critical Thinking CHt ] £ &
%) CuriousAsking Chf aF ¥EH M), Bdla B2 i 3C K b it
BOHE B B R A 0 B R R, R R R A R A s
AR,

P AR B B A R D O B — A LR R L B R R
TE SR — R R 5E 38 TE B 2 R T T . M R BUOHE B 2
B 7 138 R A L il e T 52 T RE A AE Y Jmy BR PR R 2 L IR AR 4
FH P IR S R A FH A 100 LA BRI 7 A= 14 B0 R 2 000 Ak T 42
FR)fF DR T 58, T35 I A W8 78 Ak R 75 SRR BR B . 7E B HE Bl A
b B A= AT LLGE Y 3C RS Bl B SE AT AL 0 B0 Cn a1
SRR T K G RRAE D AR A A A () i ISR R T2 4R
A7 e | AT T g R ) R (] B ) R 1Y 3R LB
29 53 i AR A S TR L T M AR T A KU 5D
2.4 REMARNOAREBEIRER

BBl 2 B BF 58 4040 (Research Programme) ™! 5 H 3¢ A&
RUHATE . 394 1) BRI "0 il 3R T B B2 9
PUA R CWLIE 1), I 6 B8 B 27 B T 58 40 915 BB 1R R 4 o
N4 ARy - D BUE B2 R J7 I8 B Al O B T HEJE Y
JBEFIREDD | B AL IR e i (HLAR A > FEE T4 20 B s B
S A% O B ORF 0L T 10 05 ) SR A4 o A0 4 B ah ) 2 il B i
BRI T CBCHE T A BN A B BN O B L OB 7 T R
3) YR 2 1 AUl N T O 07 T T Y Sk ), SR AR T 4B A
TR ] 1 0] S A 2 7 R R R 7 1, R AR R 2 N 4
BT A R NP SRAR T s ) BB RL 2 vh iy A SC 5 B SIS O R
THESE A D AR B AS E ETE B L A R AR
SN SCH 2 BE 2 A OCBIE 3 SR MR R 2 e 5 SR Y T
EFMEE,

N

1 BERL SRR R
Fig. 1 Knowledge system of data science
NN T = € e e B e e T D R W e
Jr i | FTHE Dl AT 3R 2 R L A T 5
B R R AT AR B BRI R — TR B2

3 DIKW # A B E FHAE
BT

Py — Rl R B A B AR B R 2 i,

BEEETEREER

DIKW #%1 (DIKW pyramid or hierarchy) |72 H ¥ 75 £ ¥& F}
2R OGSO =2 T 22 BHE B 27 1Y B0kt 1 AR Sy Al B
R E B S (H R, fF %0 DIKW £ 8 3% R 7F & £ 3 B
2 JU IR S MUY Y 5 R RIAFAE . 7EBCE R 2 4, 5 R X
DIK'W #5278 i) fi% B HE Z2 F1IE 48 7 X A7 1 0 5 008, 8 2%
B B2 30 5 92 R LLUAE E A 0 HE 28 b A5 B0 AR i
B MM DIKW 53 1) 4% 25 DA UK BR 1 85080 Bk 2 313 11 )
o A B 5 FR M LA 5 B A 45 5090 4 B B TR R s
B BITE N I A% S8R AR G I SE B 5T .

3.1 DIKW R E 5 IR 1%

DIKW & #8HAT 2 0 A B PR R 2. JBUR K1
Rowley T 2007 4F£F Hi8 3C“ The wisdom hierarchy:represen-
tations of the DIKW hierarchy” #1 # i} , DKIW &% # J& 2 2 it
HEFNR B4R SR 1 22 AR DT HR  DIKW 557 1 3% Al 2 Uk 1 A
st P A 1] T LA Ay 3 0 4% G BN 43 B, 0 HLR 2 R A
FEab AR WA AT RO AL e £ RN A gt
SN 5. TERCRBL 2 09 BT 7 5 b, Bl AR B R
MEEMXRA —E A& 2R B,

D Jdi B2 of i 800 A 9E A — 5 B & DIKW £ 8 f)
ERME . SRR ST IR 3R — E INEHE 4R b AE B A
AT E, R B A WA (D) IR 2T A 180 3 a & (E
B BT DL TC R AR R L A S8R R TR R R R T sk L e R R
SR BT R B (2) B R 2 1 B 5 A B TR A
1) D TR B % S PSR TS SRR T B e e R A B LR
S ER FR . L2 KA1 Provost # Bz %N T 2013 4F
B0 B L B B2 1 B 2 B AR SR O VSRR G L AR ATTIA O B
P RR 22 A AL SRR RO 3K 3 2 1 3 (Data-driven Decision Mak-
ing) , IMHSZHELXHEZ,

2) B A7 v i B A T A — 8 A 4% DIKW 28 1
AR, BRREIE R 5 2 R TR G = RS IF R 3
i B 2015 2 1 30 R, de 20 B A F A g R
FERZFE A WA - (O B0 B2 50 08 09 2 4738 B0 2 0 58 19
WIE L BPEEE B VR B 3 N R B EUE i
P 5 (2) B Al B 2% B R 0 2 o B o 1 S R P SETY . DIKW
AL P A TR BN R A N AIR RS B R B
B R AR, PR AR B — 2D O B o AR L T X A AR
it B BRI I [A] A F R4 5 B BE27 v B8 92 23 B L PR3
M) 7 [ B e S RN 4 B A K
3.2 DIKW & By 3 i

DIKW 458 70 75 £ 45 Rk 2 v 139 oy B V5 180 G 0040 1 FH 9 =X
fiY B — P, B i B 7R 2 1Y i 55 15 38 (Interpretation-First Pa-
radigm)”. KT Bt B2 b i Bt i TS A 280 B8 T
BEAESE MR gE e 2 Ah, B8 Ry )z {9 2 i B 72 JS (Inter-
pretation-Later Paradigm) B JG fift & /19 i F] ¥ 20 (Interpreta-
tion-Never Paradigm) ,

A UL B0 B 2= ST DIKW R R (1) 56 5 7E F 02 H088 1
FHBIF 9% 906 2 Y 50—, 3507 o IR 80030 9 10 T 5 9 R Z TR A 7
PRI R B0 N B0 A5 5 BCHE Bl 2 B e A o i = S R
MR . R 25T BE R AR oy 3 R A N S
L o
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Table 2 Comparison of three data application paradigms in

data science

%k REFRE ﬁ%ﬁ%%%ﬂ? &% 5 DIKW
R % & Ry BA — %
MR & SRR kR =
BEEE = E S 98 %2 %
i % ROk T R B

1) fift BEFE 56 (Interpretation-First Paradigm) : 5% ¥4 9 J& 1]
e R, SR B T B 14 R SR 5 AR B T 58 0 AT ST A T i
FEPERYEAL LS 0 T e 3K 3l B He s i . HAL SR AT
B4t DIKW 5, 5) T il 0 1 2 A% 5 e i 552 P 0 A £
P2 AEH T B3k %

2) f# B¢ 7€ J5 8¢ JC (Interpretation-Lateror Never Para-
digm) + 5B P 10 S AT P, 0 5R R T8 1o T SR S i o O R
T AT P L 38 080 IR 2 A RHE B . O AR Sk
FNGCREVE vy 5 Bl TE T 7T A 08 R 0 22 B B S B, 5% e 4
8 0 RO [ L 7 22 4T DIKW BB YA R

4 HE-HEE-EIARBENRE—HENEN=
EE

H4 (Data) A (ModelD) | 7] 8 (Problem) J& 45 Bl 24 11
3L, T, Bl R BT R 4, B R B0 iR
S0 AR I e B A4S 2 LR IR R L R ) R L T ) R
Y1l 45 7 SR SOBE 5 R L B O, 3R AT ET LA A5 -4 A )
A (DMP) BB Z) i B 4 B2 1 3 2R M H AR T G
miE 2 s,

F AR (= 3R

TRMA?

M
(Model , %)

B 2 FEA4En DPM 5 R
Fig. 2 DPM model in data science

DPM #8220 ) 7 A3 Bl 27 19 3 AN B3 M H Y FE R
. BEA IS S S ERGE R BIZELLN 3 R TAEHTT.
DB 3 B A7 A8 T O T 548 3 2) BRI 25 L IEAG
B B 22 kAR AL 5 3) (] 8 A9 3 A% 2 iR 5 g ok
SR B4 B 19 98 5 52 3R 9 sk UFE T o] AT 5 3 A
RZE WSS EAEH LR E AT R A P3R5 50l 7= i i
BICib-A
4.1 B4R 5 603 ;6] @ X 5 HE T 2 R XS 5T a3

TE B B 2% 00 BRI B 5T R0 S B 0 H b, 3 B A 5 )
Z [E) AE A B % 5 5 SO0 g E L, HOCHEAE T U E MR IR R
SR DL A O D Bl 2 R T A DG A TR CRCHE X 5 TR D
2 DARA A2 09 0] R g e 1) 25 WG 4R B A BT R O (In) AR 5%
BAE) . AR BY P SR 52 ) 2 i 9T 09 BT O xRN R R S
220 W% T 0 5 B =2 R)OE B % 5% A T 1) L A AR R B B A T
H R M) —> FE2 I,

1) E0HE % 5% [0] 8% ( Data-to-Problem Alignment) : DA B8 & %%
4R S S A HR e G A PR B R e I OGRS B R
REL Y b B . BE X 5 ) U2 v SR T s R UL (Da-
ta Insights) 28AH 58 , 2R F Ge 1F 2= b 19 48 R 1 808 5 B
RBLAS 2 > 0 JC W B 24 2] vk . B X 5% ] S B 5
o BT A B XL & B 98 (Data Dredging) ™ 8 P-ha-
cking (P {E A 45 AR FK P EAE B P (4 30, B 3o $0408 30847 )2
ERE GRS BB 2 2 R B i 7 vk O
Morb ke 45, H RIS 8 A Sl B EHEM AR N k. B m
R F P-hacking 1 17 75 43 5 B8 H %) 5% 18] 28 b il i 0L 5
L.

2) 7] 5 % 3% B4 (Problem-to-Data Alignment) : L — >
A 1 T 200 A 18 T iy 3 ok 2R BRI 43 T A O B3 ke A 25 1)
ORI Bk . R) X S B 26 07 s R T AR I 58 (De-
sign of Experiments) Z&HJF 5%, 32 % % F 48 11 2% v 19 8 3 46 56
LS5 2] BB W B 5 ) v . B e R A R 1 D)
— i S T e ARl A AR B I R R T AR e IR T
B I8 T 1 A 0 B 9 AR 8 ) R A Ny [ S
S0 A5, WF SR N B T AR b T AR i 2 A R R
FEAF IR 58 . L A/B IR AR 3R Y Bl ALY R
% (Randomized Controlled Trial, RCT) J& %5 48 B} 2% 1 FH 45 45
o A ) I SR BT T 2 . TRIRUN SR RO 26 07 vk
AR ) 2 KU E T RO G UL (Data Bias) 19 H 8L, 0 52 47
# W 2% (Survivorship Bias)™*) 37 3% 25 4 18 (Simpson’ s Para-
dox) M A 78 25 M 2% (Berkson’ s Paradox)''"), X S84 2% 1] fig
T B 1] T MO R ) R ) 0 B A T R B AR S )
BT &5 5, 328 10 3 R 18 R R R S . L I BB X S 2 5
T3 1% s o R AR IR D24 5 B v 9 sl e R O DL 0 B O
X EH A B A 5T AR S AT 0 0 AR UL PE AR U0 N AR 4
TAE.

(7] B, 00 R 2 oy A i T R A TE I R TR R
il B W 2R AT 55 9 22 S vk . Lo, T ROHE B E M T
0] B T EHE BEAT I — BF AR RS B S U A g, H G B
TS EAIE 0 h B, A5 T A 09 g R i &
T ey i FRCHE > i B — A e e B SRR 15 1y G BHLPE RA AL
PE L HOCHEE TR TR R ZS R I P RS, W] DL X T Ik
A B OO0 T AR BR P L B R R R e VR VA S A
4.2 HESEDN . FENEFHBISER

TN AR {5 B0 3 S AR B B 09 05 — A R0 WU
F AR IAE R 53 BT B IS T 0 R 2 BN I R AT TR Y
PSS 1OT R ) 2 500 A S 5 LR A e T B R AT gk
5 A m et AR AL I Ak 3 K IE R R O et
DL K L7 = X (Bayesianism) Fl R 32 X (Frequentism) %}
PR SR AN [ 57 300 o 78 B0 B 2 b S0 3 Jn A A5 A0
IR, FR RO TR SRR Z R LR,

DBE RN HEE . 7EBA R I8 e R B
BB 2 38 H SR B 2 6 AR R S AT TE U Ak B SR, SR FH R
L TRY B 451 2R bR B AT IE W E 1y 7 = S H B eR AL T DL H AR
ORI B S AR PRIl — AR, SRR T

T =L(ys f(x:0)+ARD)
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Horb, () 2 B AR bRBC BOHE BL 2 19 B AR R R /ME XA BREG
Ly, fCos) &8 BRE, B I i 7 A5 28 5000 0 U0 00 A 48 22
] 119 25 5 52 2 — AN S50 T 14 450 2% R 450RN TF J0) Ak 35 1
ARG BT X 2 09 R T R R0 H0E R A AR R Y S
R(O) R IEMALTR, 0T LLR A L1 IEWALIR A L2 1E 4L 5,

FEBERA T IR AR B AR SR AL T (0) 5 I A A
SH 0 AN GRAE R, 5 FE 4% 3 BE A8 /I Ak 000 45 2k SRR S A
LT Sk 40 14 T ik o FE T RSCAE A A 2500 R AR AR BT OE R
SN2 BOHR R A A A ST AR AL 1Y O R I 2 B B I
SRR EEER.

2) BT R U AL B . AR T R R A R R I
Y Bl 24 38 % WG K AR 2 AT L IE 5 (Probably Approximately
Correct, PAC) #ity , HIVAL B (% 150 I JF AF & XF JC 152 , 1 J2& 4F —
SE 53 2% B BRI T o LA R A4 E 3 A0 T 422 32 1Y 5% 25 Y IR P 3B
. $ B PAC B AR AT DL AR 2 20 8 R B0 #
2 AR (VD R B R (M) IR & .

P(IM(2)—y|<e)>1—0
Ho , POREMR  MOMRFHBA M XA o 055
Fsy BXP TR o AL AR 25 B 4 5 5 e 2 1T 4 2 RO AR 22
{H 5 0 218 ME 56 A 2 1k 1) 0 1

PAC B8 X B8 Bl 2% (0 32 20 2 SCAE T 48 416 T — b 2 i
A Ko FL i B 2 110G &R Y 5 i, B A M 7E — 2 Y A
BE O T RS LA — 2 (WAE e 38 00 K WL i B8 v, XIFAER
SRR M X BT AT BT RE A o BB A g SE R T . HRE Xk
ZHECRE L IR BN . Bz RS B S S PAC B
W, AR NS R 5 SR P AR A — R 2 ORI S T 3 T A
A Y Ko Fo A B IR AR G R
4.3 EESHA . EMEAEETETHEREY

TEBHERE 2 v ) F0RDASE 0 2 i) Y 26 R R B A B L
i ke 1] R A i A R R TR A W A R L R, B0k RO MR RE
(Performance) F ] fi# #¢ Pk (Interpretability) 22 [0 7775 % Ji » ¥
Bl 750 Y RN JBE 2 o ) wfl LA 8% L 1T 75 5 fit TR 0 B3 (e
SRR M BEART B o, B B 2 b T A A 2 TR Y
DR R 55T . BCHE Bl 2 0 B Ok A, 450 2 fige 7%
4T R AR B 0 it B L R TR 5 R G R R A B G i R
J5 B 43 K A5 B 56 J7 B (Model-Specific Methods) I %1 G 3%
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Fig. 3 Data splitting methods in data science
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Fig. 4 Basic workflow of data science
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