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Overview of Mnemonic Password Creation Policies

CHEN Jiamin and JIANG Huiping

School of Information Engineering, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081, China
Abstract Password authentication is the most common authentication method today due to its good simplicity and nice deploy-
ability. As algorithms for password guessing attacks continue to improve, the requirement for strong passwords is also increasing.
Strong passwords, while improving security,are often difficult to memorize, while easy-to-remember passwords are vulnerable to
cracking threats,making it a challenge to choose passwords that are both strong and easy to remember. As the number of ac-
counts per user continues to grow,so does the number of passphrases that need to be memorized, placing a noticeable strain on
human memory and making it necessary to find ways to generate strong passphrases that are easy to remember. Over the past two
decades, many researchers have proposed strategies for creating mnemonic passphrases based on different mnemonic tools. There-
fore,a review of existing mnemonic password creation strategies is conducted. Firstly,an overview is summarized for the back-
ground of password creation and the strength of the password. Secondly,according to the characteristics of mnemonic tools, they
are categorized into four types:sentence-based, word-based,keyboard-based and other special types,and each type is reviewed in
depth. Finally. the strategies for creating mnemonic passphrases are summarized and outlooked,and future research directions and
development trends are pointed out.

Keywords Mnemonic passwords,Password strength,Password strategy, Memorability, Security
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HEZ) 1 [ A R0 DU SR P RG0S R . — PR DL Y A
T2 R B A b 00 R S AT B AE Dy 10 A 2R Y kAl . TR UL T
Berp, P OAT DL RE RS A D0 — 4T B, I IR R 1Y T 51 B
By AT i 0 A& KNS F 8 BCE AR S
B SRR 324 7 — R B eI HERE P
FE A% S50 o B A Jm I R R R A AL 11 4 1 2R i
B XA EEA BY T P AE T A PR T o 6 b A
A INTTHE 55 17 104 109 52 PR AT P 1 e JH A3

Ye ZEUU N 4 FE WL Bic 04 B B R B9 2 4k AT
FPESEAT TRAEAS . Hor 88 4 3 e (KbCg) J7 ¥ 2 — F i
T HA R SR, O BARAE TR B — A5 TICAZ (9 B il
4 Sl OB -l A g e LA LA
TEAT T A U L T4 P A I A S 114 8
By m, BRI A MR R A4 . Ll elephant” 2y
Bl 4% A m A LB, & LR A LA
“3030yqh5”, SLIRLEHLRW], XA O ASTEZ 2 EEBEHLA
BLH AT AR AE R EAZE R R AL,

XRRE R B4 Az T 2 FE 4R T NSRS TR 1)
CAZ PR R P AT I R 4 R RS 3h W 1A
BURT R WA I A S 4 1 11 4 . AR TR G0y 0 4Bl 5 ik %
WS FERE T 1 A A e R, B R T P gz s,
PRI, KbCg 5 ¥R AE -4 111 4 09 22 4 v VR P i 12 18 R v
T AR T

Guo ZUS g — 354 1 T Optiwords 5 W&, 3% & — Fh 2 T
R S v U A B oA AR T . BRI S TR
BN IR R R R DS REY  IERE A E
SCRA P DA I e 2 4 T B I AT LA A R A SCAR 0 4,
S HE 3 1A 1 22 4k L Optiwords B8 T 3 A ZGHLI

1) H A A BN 230k 114 2 8 AN AT, H AT
W RE T NEER HFMRRA SRS 38, X —
WA O T 1004 1 52 24 2, T A SRR 22 b 101 & IR ROR .

2) FAEMUE FLI « 5037 P A A0 i 4 308 56 7 A4 1 4 [
L HEB G, A KV BT EHES ik b R M AR
ol LUARHE B g2 2 e dl a4

3) FAF AL E L . Optiwords 38 7 ¥F F P e 5 & 75

FRAAHBERBEEOASERENL K L. B, 784 i g
ZEmE, PRI DL B R S U B S S A . Ik — sk T
— B FEET O REE,

FEF LR, — A5 A R ST LAZE B AR T Y SCAR
A4, [ 38R T Optiwords BIZEH 3 Donpl, B H Ay %
TR T S 0 i Shif 8 A B . ZE B 3 ) L AR 3 M ZE 5]
AN BB F B, A= i B 1A ] DL S esdFriau]iog”,
Fr PR A2 N B E R BT 0 4 R 98 8eu)i § esd-
Fr”, B P ACERZ =M BT A F/, 142NN
“$ sFR.89iJu”. ZMlHh, 8 3(b) FE 3(c) iy B % 4% — 52 I
¥ A2 R AT DL “r % tu ¢ iFvbn] 7 H1“2Webty) olfgHbV”,

G P e N O
NN

EY) o 1 CH

£ o o

() I =ML a2 4

Hl || A

|

B
]
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]
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Caps
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]

)
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I
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]
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)
)

12
13
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O
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i
i
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-
#
5
&
=
s
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)
5
=
H
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e
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=
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a
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)
]
=il
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]
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i
]
]
]
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i
]
]
]
]
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'

Co) R F0 I i e A 2 S
3 GRS R R B

Fig.3 Examples of keyboard line drawings

Optiwords 1 b — B @1 37 /9 11 4 0 22 5% &, S P 42 4t
T AR AR T P O A R T R SR TEHE T A R
HhTE O TE TP B A2 58 D0 R R A B P LU OR AR
S B L FH eI A R

1€ Optiwords SEBE v, H P F g2 BTk B k. i A &2 4
AR BRI 1 A2 b AR B N T e E B . A I, TR R
TEAR B S 10 AT RE R AR 22 A bETST . O Al LA e S R A
P, Song &R 42 T — AR 3 TR AR IE 12 A 4R
I AW —— Alphapwd, %M & T FRMMNIEHF TN HE
XY AT LS AR, BRI P g
W 22 4 SOMERS I 4

Alphapwd W 1 4220 B AR BLAE LR LA J5 - 5 5
AR A AT BSOS KRS FE 8 NS S T
PR R 45 LU, 38 o B LB A b B9 B B T L
TR XS N B AF - VR S 1A 1 2R o3 5 R TP AT e R
W BT A B PIFT 516 S 14 (9 — 43 s 3ok 4 P th £ T 4
55 B0, b — BB ] 8 £ 0 4 RS (B 52 e B
)8 B 5 JeJa » F P AT 102 B i Bl e 49 2 HL e B A b e 4
A7 AR5 R X SE (5 B A 4,

PLBESC B3] “god” Jy Bl J& 7R Alphapwd 114 A % Y i
o MR 4 TR 1Y B BT A B 1T 4 2 “resdrdxz6t
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yiuhji9ij” (g— ‘resdrdxz’ s o= “6ty’ , d— “iuhji9ij’) , i% 0 4 44
TR FA R, R AL AT B RS . SRl 2 )
BRI 04 R R A A R 957, [ AL ICZ
SAEEAF ARG E Cg' B E N7, 0 BIG T
67, CdPHERERT 1) L B AT PR o B B A DAL 3 bR g 1Y

WM T T T RS R ek SR T — B sk LA P
By AR RT3, SR . Alphapwd B9 S0 32 BR T P % ik
A R 0 AR AR B % T AR 2 (8 R A s 0 O () g A A
SRR P AT RE TR B — R S .

~ $ % & | [+ ]c ) +
EIEIEIEJE] AL IR IE)E ) G

B4 fEHERE BB g 0" d
Fig.4 Simulation of ‘g’ ‘0’ “d’ on keyboard

(B A5 B Y 2 , Alphapwd 3¢ W& I 4 il FH “ Shift” i 47 7
FEOI X T RE 22 B A h KNS FAF T O R
F 5 507 TRV Y RS R E AT R O A E AR R 2R
P, Lyu 289 4E 2021 4242 T AvoidPwd 5 M, 1% & — Fh 5
T A A B 0 R B C A O A AR T . AvoidPwd 5 i B
Jil R T B G i e R A O R 2k I AR AE
KA, Hoh BRI R By e B, H A R O R
T 2 U R o R A 9 A R SE I T B Y A i T
AL

AvoidPwd 5 B i) LA AR T .

DAPEREE % TIiei il CRRIEEOER
M RUT//RIPIE ST TR UL R ST - ¥ M (S R
By A, 0P R Shifo” 8w T RIS 7 O 0O . RR RS
LY/ MR 8 A RTRE VA i) MU =N & S Wl (S BT VA

2) RV 3 A (] 04 “ B B3 7 R P AR T 3R A A B AR
75 AR SOR [R] 0 014, 76T TR A B P AT R R
BB B NT . DUR R — S g AR B R

(DAL 3G T A 55788 45 b 76 g 4 109 - e 1
W, F PR — SR IR Se R 7 1Y 50 R AR R TE R R
&Y E AR

(2) 2P B 3E T R 43 5 4% 4 T AR A /0 000 |0 - e
W7, AP R — 28 o 40 [ B AR i AR L AR R E
He 48 0 T4 4

() [FT5 1) BEAT - 36 F] T 74 A R g 47 1 S 32 i 1) 4%
Blo VAT LI S A A A — 2% il 2R AR R B AR

3) AvoidPwd H g @ U P e BT AR T i IR B DA
FANFIWEKRE TR NG FE RS 3 A
KR FELF

g5 LTk, 5 4% 48 0 3k 8 19 14 5K W A LE . Avoid-
Pwd SR W SR B T B m iy R, R — A T LR £
ARERY A, W 5 IR, B9 02— A58 SCL I “left”,
LT AR R 5 R A A 48, B A Shift A, R A
AR T 1 09 5 3 6 3k B 40 T i 19 SCAR 114 S “aSDR Y6 A
Yhom()”, 4 5 2@ W9 005 104 B, ] DL B AN R Y B
BTk,

B 5 T B3 Le o 40 [ 5 1 451 T
Fig.5 Example of using the English word ‘left” as an obstacle

g BTk, 5% G0 B TR A 1Y 1 A SR S AH LE . Avoid-
Pwd SR B T 8w i R G . R — B A AT DL AR 2 A
ANFEH A, TEE S i, B8 9 o 3 S ] “lefe”, SR A J7
S84 M, AT RE Y S0 A 14 R “aSDRY% A Yhnm O 7, 24 H
J R W A R, R DL R [ A AR R T ik
AvoidPwd S W858 5 5] A “Shilt” 8, B 3% e T Alphapwd %
[ R e i 7 Nl 1 5 S NTTEE -8 = I B <07
P HUR5 103 e RO I 5 09 B AR L R A LR 1 AT T
B, BDAT AR AN TR R L A SR, 75 10 2, SR B 55 1 B AR
BB R WAAE K SF 5 1) B B sh ™ R g il Al (R
Ol W, R R O AR BIA A 2R
HEA#EO4, A, 5 Alphapwd 5B AL, AvoidPwd 3 g
[F AR P X s AT Jm A — 2 T

6 HBiZO<EIERMg

By B T BT R A Y B g 1A AR R I AL, — R
G ANHTE Y Bie 1A SRS LB A . X SRS S P 4 it
TR E 2R R AR AR S AR A A e 4 R D 5 6]
R Ry 22 4
6.1 ETFERAMBIZOLEERE

Weiss S50 32 T — B 37 80 00 & 0 36 GF Or h——
PassShapes. %7 EZ R P4l th 8 A ] 2 1 41 = 4
G Y T B L AT R DL T R SR B . 1
PassShapes H1, 358 X T 8 FA R B9 %I 7=, 1 & 6 fros

7 U 9
A

\/
1 D 3
¥l 6 PassShapes #f & d FH A 8 Fh A [H] 2 X1

Fig. 6 Eight different strokes used in the concept of PassShapes

PassShapes BB 42 TR F F A B AE I DS TN
T AL RN A il o A b 28 ) B XS N — S REE I E AT R R A
&6 s, Ko = B R RN B J5 ), a0 LA R left” (£,
“R7PCUER “right” () 4 5 100 805 W 468 718 45 4% o 85 g 4 B Ao
BRHXT R 5 1 CR 770 LT 4L BT . SREE AT BB
PIASERIFF R a0 AE, A X7 AT AR IE . B 7 JBR T —4
EWAZERFH) 21t 10 P22 PassShape 75 i .
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WAL, 55 - BhE 114 B 2 O Wk 25 5

v

&7 NEBFER A LI93UTL3IXDI3 ) PassShape 71 il
Fig. 7 PassShape example with the internal representation

L93U7L3XD93

PassShapes 3¢ & | H LA IR sl R R 1 41 &, & 1T
S RO NTREVAY 1 v i%%%ﬁﬁﬂfﬁ?)\*jﬁﬂ@ﬂ
R AU AR B0IC 12 00 3, 1 7 e 8 T S M M ad (3 52 2 10
2, E{ﬂ‘u/&\%mﬁw#ﬁﬁ%‘ﬁ?%ﬁT*ﬁﬁMﬂ@&iE‘
IC A2 B 77 25 S A% 45 5 A A 34 TP, A2 T
W2, FR L HE T IR 044 B TR P s s 04
DU S B A TR 0k A 1R 50 8 B oy T 5 AR IR IR AR I R L A
[T E W R ORTRR vy &
6.2 ETEXMBIZOLERE

BENLA B 14 BOAR B @ B 2 2k Al T HE R
P E LT AL 1 e 1 AR S BR L o 0 R 4 46 32 B — S 1Y
BRI, R T 50 X — #k ik, Huh 57480 T —Fh 5
Alain ZE552 (g WF 55 5 ] A AE B9 Q07 4 0 4 5 %8, B Sur-
pass”, Surpass % #& 5 7£38 & LV P AEREHLAE B A
BT AT A CE A ALY L Tig e a4

WG T4 94 FiOR 7] 245 CELIE B0 5 L K/ 5 8 Ry
PRAF SO ML &AL, 18 8 DA, RERMAE T 4
[A] f{) Surpass % M, M. 1-Change #| 4-Change, iX 26 3 g & 4
BCFET P AT R e AT I B R R 2 T B R R DA
50% . Wit 180 T L6 Val. "R K A 4 F Sur-
pass HE g 5L 4,

# 1 Surpass #LIU
Table 1
K 4 4 A ol F
FOP T DA % R By B AL A R B0 8 A

Surpass policies

1-Change SHE DAY BRE S 1 AT R 6~V[af. > 6~V[a]
2-Change  F P &R EZTUHE 2 AFH 6-V[af. > 6-v[a]
3-Change H PR EZTUHEIANAFH 6--V[al. >v-v[a]
4-Change  Fl P& & A UAME 4 MFH 6= V[af. >v-v[1]

XATEERFE O S Z 2 EN R, BERS T HS M
PR P S THZACIZ 04, RYE Huh #4709 1
FUHE5E % W . 3-Change Fl 4-Change 5 W 75 ] {242 P J7 1 A0 45
FIELG O 4RI B E R, BRI S, R 4-Change % g
B9 HAAE 8 RINIAEIE A LR IR O A4 T 4426

SR B8 A TR A R ARG, 1A 1 22 A P AR
BEMR. IR IR 1419 0% % fi# XK. ) 3-Change 5K W% (1
1.21% , F5] 4-Change Mg Y 5. 8250, 114 4 1 f (9 7T G
B LT, PO FERUHT BEMLAE BLAT 8 A AT 1A Y T A
Huh %838 P % #% Surpass 5K Mg $1 19 3-Change 1%, DL TE
H A 1 22 A MR a] G i M =22 18] R — A e A 1 - Al A
6.3 ETHFXAMBIZOLAIZRRE

McLennan 450 38 3 3 56 UF T — #0815 (9 11 49842 7
% T B LA A R g Bl R gl 0 A PR AR T

— #1244 Game Changer i 14 R4, 1% R Go 8 i 5 br 5
FELWHFAERERD A, B0, WA S Fin, B E
(BKOBRAE 7 {7 2% (BR)BLAE g6 7 B . [ 5 £ (WND K
1E b5 ALE LUK A (WP TR (2 078 X S 1 1) 4 2 A )
Al L4 i — A 0 4, 10 “ BRe7TBRg6WNbSWPI2”, 45 /> i
FE B A7 SR AR B — A IR A G

A B C D E F G H

7
)
S
' B m .

A B C D E F G H

K8 EPREM T4 BK ¢7.BR g6, WN b5, WP {2
Fig. 8 Chess-based password:BK ¢7,BR g6, WN b5, WP {2

25 A8 R e B L 4 R0 A L VR S O A I SR
Bl A 04 B E KRG T8 NG FEERECF, HiX 3 i
PR AR R B a2 B LB B 04 IR e RS A
A7 JRy #B AT N — AN R A 1A DR R DL A K R R Y 1A
Hf.

[ 7 B PR G ML P 38 AT DL BE R DL R 5 Ui R A 4 A
Jri BRIl R B A 14 XN T i A DL T R S 1A 1y Bl
TG UR TR R R AR A B TR DA IR ORI
Sk, BRI L 3K PR 5 B 5 A X X S XA TR A TR
[K g FH P 5 2 BE A 1] 42 6 BE B A Ry DA A i i 2 R 4
L.,

Game Changer 14 & S5 #E % 4F )5 , Brumen™ %f H 3
7T R MvEA, IR T 5 Wi iE i, B R RAE W %
MR MEE 20 0 A A, SRR .

3G 7288 AR R G B 2 2, X
1M NI R R (A EIRE T I A s )1 =2 | e o

)Y JRALE I AR O A RGPl R B A
DIPRS00 2Rk . B dr Bk 2 nl LR T 0 & A ]

AR AT 3G 5 R L BT AR )

3T Z B A A A - BULE R G Tl T 2 Fh B Y
BEAR  CHE 3G 004 A T R BB T 3R A 10 A B X R
W AR

OB BLE R 2R SRILT I A Z R A T, L
PRI O SR 2R . T B AR B e, AT LU — b
P O A B I B FISR

5) 7% WAL B 3y . B AF A 10 A B AN E R AT Y A7

HOEEZ BN BS ., ST A 044 it
] DL 3 R L AR R DL B0 Y 4

XL ik I B FE T Game Changer H 4 R 45 B 2 7
Fgz 4w i o PR BETE 2R 022G DUSE I T BRI
FUA R, 0 X 2 B i L 3% 3R B R 8 B A LT P 0
(WS TR VA g T
6.4 ETFAKXKBIZOLANERE

Ye STV RABEGE T 4 BTS2 0 A B ac 14 4
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SR, o L — WU A B A UsForm(f HAZO AR, %
ARG EE — B A R — R IVECTF B S S e
R Ty R IR B U Rk Or B R A X R RE 19
F AR 7 vk B 7 [R5 114 1 42 et e A M HE 1 .

I 243+5=10"R141, 7 Ge 48 F 1% 2 =081 1
HUN“TWO+ 3+ Five=10"8,“Twoand3 +5=Ten” Z K O
A, R BEP HPHEETEAR B FERERREN
K, HITHASETHAHEXWAXMEFAHEG FHILAA
2R L DA 3st s

UsForm 14 1] & %W 19— K 5 3 1 34 A8 T H A Ak 47
oo JHPETARYE A B 47 2 4 B T A2 i 2 =0 T B Hh
HA P NF G0 04, W, BT H &g 122 0m %
FLXWHE— R T T 0 A B IC A2 ME B DT B 5 1O %
2P,

7 HiE

7.1 BXEL

F A DIE A& P D 4 L 5 fiE R0 B 6t 1 o 3
I E AR 22 A UE B ik v B 0, 9 Bl F A A IER
Sy FAPE Lo MR 022 P WO B A d )2 0 B AR
7Y AR e B AR HE SR HEAT TR B K A4k
BT AT T R BT A LA S e Y R,

FERTF A F I B ic 7400 g SR wg b, T RLaE— 25 A1 4
Se ] A R AR BT A RS AR B E A )R R ] T RO I
FAIFIR A A I RER A P B A B LA F,
I 38 2o AR A AR O R SR G I T A SR EE . XS]
FEDRALE 6 A, I H AR 14 DA & 3 F
KB FRF  RANG F 8/ BCF AR R A 5. BT, X Fh 5 vk
B &k 2 1H F U 8 AR 55 5 R AT RO L BB AR
L b 3E R [ 09 1R 5 R . WAESE DA R A F I E AT, R
Giox A i — A FAF VBT B4 SRR R SOAR I R
T SO R SR A E 1 B A ) L AT R L P AL
TP o ORI vk T 51T SO Ok B R A 1 % 4
PE B P IS I A . Bl R RS R & R L T
e 114 5 ) T vk v I R e e RN A B i e

FET B 1 BT 4 6 3 DL SRR g Sl T A ) B
T BEATARTE 4 A A R0 B AR 4R AR AR R 1T A . X b
BRI TR DS A S 54 N EHEMCHER .
AR H o I 3 S SR HE AT 35 A Y Ab B A i T
F A 9 43 2 R RR M S 4R v T RS A fF B Xl i RE .
BT R R Bhid 04 SRR AL T Z R R A P AR A
N TR R A 2 4 B e i 114 . A2 SEBR R o, F P R
FUAEAS TR 7 1 i PR S B i iE & A © 1 01 4R e

SETHE B BT 14 6 1 3 ) R A S B R AR
B F P A S e 1A B B4 AR i R A
LB EAEM S . R R AT e E SR 4
A . SR 2 75l P Shift” 8 £ 52 W 14 v 4 3 (0 57 45 b
e, UEAb T SR W 1A ACHE RO T P X B A A R 1 R
o R TR AN R e A i fe S [ B R A R T P R
U, T RE T EAT AN B ] R N . P AR F O SRR
8 2T AT, DA 30 35 4 A 1 SR 1) PR Dol oL DA R R IR
B O A Al .

B T 3 T4 BT RRR 2 00 BT O A QR SR e 2 A L iR
A HALBUE R 2 PR O A e, BT O A
SR s ) N %o AR AR AR iR A2 B 1 4 T 0 A Rl Hd
TCAE RN % 4 5 FE T RE ML 1 4 174 B B0 W 38 o 1P S ik
3-Change, SE B 1 58 B2 FUA] 142 P 00 S 45 5 25 F I Xk 9 11 4 2R
W 5 A T — b A M EL R Y 1A B R EL R O R
B RGEMI SRR B 5 T AR 0 A AR T A
B 14 A T 2 F P T AR B 11 O 00 B e P A 5L B o
BE R M B THEAZ A 114 . a2 Bl 114 B SR s o P 4R
BT Z Rk B, P BB AR I 11 Y T R AR 4B IR
AL X A4,
7.2 KREKRRE

TE YR 11428 2 8080, Blic 114 19 01 2 5w IF 78 A W
W ARG — Pk ik . LLF R X SRR 5T 5 Il () —

D) 1A T ) Y i e R B BT 4R 0 T A e R
[F] 2 48 H i AN ] 1A 1 ) B, (H 04 3 AR AR 2 — A>3
PG R AR 5T T LU M B 5 A0 AT A R By 1k
LA A & E — 04, 3350 B i i
B2 G500 Rty 2 A A SR . X T B S OF &
BRI R R YL T B O R R R 55 A B R EAZ kR A 11 4
B ST R (11 A A B IR R P ORGSR

2) BT A O A B A 0y — BUHE < B P TE 2 R R R
A7 )R 22 6] U0 4, 3 T A 0 B 30 100 A ) 2 SR N R 45 i I
BN PR, DFIT T A A B D AR 0 AR AN TR A
A AT Z AR H — B A 1 A B s . X T fig 2 b K
Xt B A Bl C 114 2R G0 1 16 R i i, B JE R I 11 A G 2
T7 1 o 1 LA 57 R o e 2 A R OB

3) BhIC 1A s (4 K ol T 3 P R B g B A S
B4 32 B R 3R BF 9T 8 T AR R QAT 33X 4 S A A b
R G P IR AR B AT S T 3R RN St . X ] e A 4 T R
5y T B 00 BUE AR S B T R AR B A 1 O A A B T
Fon, DL A5 340 25 0 0 8 FH R 1) 5 2 4 G DA 7 7 )
T P I R 0% 1 4R MR P 3 S ST

4) A SR E 1 1 3l 6 R BE AL . B 2 N T AR L2 2
2 HAR M K B FE BT AR AR A R ik 2t B Rk A Bh ik
1A S W 1R 1 2 A BAT . 90, T LA R i 2R 450k o i
PRSI, B SRR A& B Bhie 0 A Q) e SR e ORTEE P
S A 55 114 A B A3 ROV AS S B

BRIE ACHBIC O A BIE RN AT T A TE Y 2Rk,
W F B4y Ry I T A0 T B T RG] T A R A R 2
MM . EB AT T R W 1 O S T BT T e A 7
T A2 S e R R 070 7 1T RO . Bl 11 A B 5
R B — 52 30 T (R0 T I K 0 A T R B IR % — 3
PRIV, RACHFIE T 1B 1k 14 T OB I 23 4 3R 8 %
R Ui sEms M g ik A, AR R T X4 5 M8
O A 5 A 1T A Bl AT SR

£ % 3 W
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