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Symbelic Medel Checking of Asynchronous FIFO

LUOLi OU Guo-dong LIUBin XU Wei-xia DOU Qiang
(School of Computer Science, National University of Defense Technology, Changsha 410073, China)

Abstract Clock domain crossing(CDC) is an important issue in SoC design and verification. We presented the symbolic
model checking of asynchronous FIFQO, proposed a finite state machine to model the asynchronous FIFQ, then, used
SMYV to analyze and check its specification described by linear temporal logic. Result shows the design is correct and the
method is effective, Compared with simulation and emulation, model checking can save time, run automatically,and does
not need test bench,
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#Eat4h i, (Clock Domain Crossing, CDC) B iE &% s
BEBEAR O B B A IR T, T BB IE i 1 & SoC(System on
Chip,SoC) R4 it5 A & H5 Bt B 3o 3K 44 (] TF 9 1% 30 B 08 1) 2%
B, ATHESERMIIFERRK, SoC RES R HWEE8
% TSR R P , A S fRAb 3
R EERSLEE AT ERAEREZAN PR, 2RR
# EFRFE 2R NOC it i &R FE B £ P F B et 4 i 1T

55 N— BT sl AE 5 B 55 Sh— BTl 7= 4 B Rk )
B, AR BB R A — B, X B Et S
W AT IR IER: SoC RGN F WA TAEH RS, AR
BHEYRMAMEA RTL BAERE PRSI H ok , (B a0 Rl a4
BT REE IR B Bl FPGA RIEMBEZERF B A
BB, W £ =B R i BT RS IE] .

CDC it B BHE 3 £ B A L5 FE X b 1w
P, SIS UETR B, R 56 5 W R L B B AR R R
A, 1 AR ER AR P A 2B N B8 58 R IEBOE B B 1%
. ATRIBERFEMAR, BIHERBT&MHER LR
gk, AE BHER R R AR S k. Bk
VR RARIE R BT S AT G R, I

PR HN.2011-04-12 B4E H.2011-07-26

B 77 s B TR B 0 O TR SRR B 22 4 e BRSO R IE B

CDC #t it % % A 5 2 FIFO #4786 Bt S 30 ) B 48 4%
W, AR FIFO @R T RE & B EHN HHAHEE
BEE LAY EBR . SHES T EEES CDC BT P i
BRI LB A, BT LA A SCLAR AR FIFO D345, 1S B i sl st
HHRITAEMAMERE Rk AIARERE TR
SMV, #37 —4~52 FIFO 7 BRRARESPUE AL, A 7P 25
LTL X R R P AT R F ik, LR A R X BB K,
IR B 2 B 1 FARE- S AU AR B 0 07 1 B U B B B R B AT
ZHKE,EE T HH .

2 CDCi&it#nigiE

AIEHH CDC AT BE/=4 3 M B, — R 2= TR
7 (Metastability) , A2 4 &5 3 772 B8 7 s AR KA 1] 3 61
(Setup/Hold Timing Violation) , )\ i 5| F2 % 27 7F 7% R 5 5 o
HEARFREARE s 5 —Fp R RIF AT E (hold time) R &, 7™
ABARE K, BlANE B — MRET 4P EHE S A BE S AR B b
AT SRR ; B S — R R B HE B A (Re-convergence) , —
HEFHNEEES BRICRPEEREEERRE.

R RBRERGES  RE AN EERARARFEL S,
{RIFE 2 0 3 IR ARE FIFO f#k, B4 FIFO H T R4

A ZREREREH(2011ZX01028-001-001) ¥ Eh .,

¥ #1971 -), &, B+, BB A, EEGE TN HHEYUE R4, E-mail: luoli_hi@sina. com; BREIZR (1977—), 5,18+, YHIF, TEHR
FEH R AR A BBk RS 0 W(1982—), B L4k, EEWRF M AT EYUER M REEB (1963 ), 8 L, BIR A, T E
B AT EARR WS B Q972 L, IR A, FEMR TR AR REWE.
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BRENN SR NS R E SHES
B RE, RNE A ST ER R FIFO RE LK IE
Fk.

CDC #¢3 #1563 /9 4 36 Tk o, CER [1] Sarwaryt 1
Verma ¥ E4M47 T 2T enable {9 E 2 8500 T FIIE, X
FRL2J4RH T CDC K% 25 %%, Fil P B P 45008 L B A% 485 CDC 4%
PR A WEAR, X T CDC BB SR8 A, St
(3RS A FBRRASHLIERLRIE CDC #3t, A B MR
I fy 2 (AR E I B, 4R A AP AL SR . SCRR[4 IR B R
ZAWEEBE, M ILER CDC ¥ a0 ALK TR aT 8] R 52
A, SCERCS UL BRI Rk TR spyglass, X BBV A )R
Al CDC RiE TR, Z T R24t T BARIL K O7 i, (B RAH
ZEF R B HA R ERE . SCRCe, 718 T RA
W& #EAF CDC B RAE .

BATRI R RS FIFO F9H# 2 SR NE 1 fin,
# FIFO Wyiteh BB 40 it 40, EE 4R, EREHE
EEERE, ZESEAKEN FIFO Rl . EEHERA
Gray 4% [R5 B AR A4l .

i dat
_Data__m_____. Register file 2

waddrraddr

g; Binary |4 1d
counter

wr ! Binary E
counter g
&

B 1 54 FIFOMRISESHEEER

3 R FIFO HERRE

3.1 HSHEIAKBTR SMV

BRI A B B A T B B S AR
i, B A RSV RN BB EIHRE R RESR WER X
%, B — X 3 52 B (Binary Decision Diagram, BDD) #& /& b
AR, El i 7 BDD SRR 3 8 i TR B/ &
T, SRR WA B R )

B2 sSMVIfEREE

SMV (Symbolic Model Verifier) £ N & —Hg[g K2
) McMillan 1+ F R 4SRRGSR TR, BE7,SMV &
BAERBITHARRESRERIETR. SMV 88 TIEFHH,
HAEH SMV HFE SRS MERNE R A sl m R
G2 R A ) Kripke # %, A} LTL (Linear Temporal Logi-
ca) A8, CTL(Computational Tree Logic) AR R RS %
K AR . A0 LTL A 3% d i 4 k7 B =X ki
R, REFHARM LTL FBEARNERZ T SMV Z&KiE55,SMV
MRGHAR P REUE 7 X PR (OBDD) #7R BRAS
IBERG, MHAEZT OBDD W EBEMERAETHE

LTL(CTL) $#iR ) RGP , B4 45 ) True B False ER,
FHFER RN False M1E 0L T 4 RBOX S W R, SMV
T e AnE 2 iR,
3.2 R FIFO A RRSHRE

BB T, F 25 FIFO LMAPREFHF B R BS
HABRE S, B LR ETCH Frro=(Q: 2,8, ¢0» /O
Hi QRBARSES ;S BRPAZRBELES 0 BRRE
TR R, B 0:QX5>Qs90 BARMIRE; £ BARRBRE
£4E.
3.3 BESRA Gray BHR SRk

54 FIFO #it#) FSM R Frro 2N 3 BT, Ptk
R g = {empty} Fn KPR F 77 BA BB RE
{full} R ZBAEFFERE W BV BAE R {al_empty) TR X
BORFAASA LT 2 B R, RS (al_ful} R EBEFF
BAILFMEE, SHORE R f= (false} , EABREIIR
BAREREIR RS (data) RA KT BT HEERENRE
WP . Frro P BREHBR R WR 1 Bol, KA rd_en M
wr_en FHIAIR FHEERFES

B3 S FIFO ity FSM izt

1 FSMERPHENTRERLER

RAHBZKX R YRS T—R&E wr_en rd_en
el empty empty 0 0
e2 empty al_empty 1 0
e3 al_empty empty 0 1
ed al_empty al_empty 0 0
eb al_empty data 1 0
eb data al_empty 0 1
e7 data data 0 0
e8 data al_full 1 0
e9 al_full data 0 1
€l0 al_full al_full 0 ]
ell al_full full 1 0
el2 full al_full 0 1
el3 full full 0 0
eld empty false 0 1

els full false 1 [

HRFFRB MRS FIFO REBA LTL B#RIT .
el ;assert G(empty&~wr_en&~rd_en—>>empty) ;
e2;assert G(empty& wr_en& ~rd_en—>al empty);
e3:assert G(al empty&~wr_end.rd_en—>>empty);
o4 ;assert G(al_empty&~wr_en&.~rd en—>>al_empty);
5 ;assert F(al_empty&.wr_en& ~rd_en—>>data) ;
e6.assert F(data& ~wr_en&.rd_en—>>al_empty);
€7 ;assert G(datal~wr_en&~1d en—>>data) ;
e8assert F(data&wr_en&~rd_en—>>al_full);
9 assert F(al full&~wr en&rd en—>>data);
e10:assert G(al_full & ~wr_en&~rd_en—>>al full);
ell;assert F(al_full &wr en&~rd_en—>full);
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el2;assert F(full®~wr_en&.rd_en—>>al full);

el3:assert GHull&~wr_en&~rd_en—>full) ;

el4:assert G(~(full®&~wr_en&rd_en));

el5:assert G(~ (full®&wr_en& ~rd_en)).
3.4 HERELHRESHRRS FIFO

MBS FIFO B, AR MRS R 7 | H &
R, X FEWES, KR A WA

(1) ¥ FIFO %8 (FIFO Empty) Bt , B #8420 Bt phish
o4 Jo AR ¥ 1 28 38 A4 LI empty — B 4 ., ¥4 FIFO W
(FIFO FulD &t , 484+ 2t B B S b A% 30 /5 F B el B 4 Ak
ALHY full —E R E,

(2)empty F full REERIATHE.

BT 2R R ERPIBHESA A ENER, By
WIS SHAEER

(1) full P E A FIFO JE3 (FIFO ~FulD Y, full %
LW,

(2> ¥ empty 4 H A FIFO 3£ 25 (FIFO ~ Empty) B,
empty BZH 240K .

MTRIEBEREVBEDRERS TERENESL
PER B K AR G RT S 48 41 1) & O BA BE B8 (Hamming Dis-
tance) A 1, BPRLRTEAHSB B4 » A28 &, B BAUA 1
PR, »

54 FIFO i i R MR 288 LTL MR T -

FIFO_ property 1:assert G(FIFO Empty— ~>empty) ;

FIFO_ property 2:assert G(FIFO Full—>fulD);

FIFQO_ property 3:assert G((empty&FIFO ~ Empty) —>>
F(~empty));

FIFO_ property 4:assert G((full& FIFO ~Full) —>F
(~tulD);

FIFO_ property 5: G(Hamming_Distance (wptr, wptr_
reg)=1)

FIFO_ property 6: G(Hamming_Distance(rptr, rptr_reg)
=1)

FIFO_ property 7:assert G(~ (empty&full))
H -+, Hamming_Distance() b8 0K 121 B AL B 19 LW IR
B, wptr_reg, rptr_reg 43325 4L BT B9 wptr, rptr {8,
3.5 ZRLER

F2 5 FIFO BREE T8RN EI R 0 50 UER ]

FIFO % & FIFO %% A B wE ()
32 8 0. 015625
16 0. 03125
16 0. 015625
b4 32 0, 03125
32 0. 015625
128 64 0. 046875
64 0. 015625
256 128 0. 046875
128 0, 015625
512 256 0. 046875

LI REAIRE R A CPU & AMD Athlon(tm) 64 X2
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Dual core Processor 4400+ 2. 31GHz, J¥£ 1. 0G # DDR2,
e R 48 . Microsoft Windows XP, BB T . EEE N
FHK2H SMV (Symbolic Model Verifier), 23845543 2
B,

BFPLWAERITRR, FCH BN RGEMNR S FIFO
B KERYE, &2 SMV BB T RRIF, #it 2 EMA; %
5 FIFO BT EE F R, B /8 7 [F] 89 F P st i] #n &
GomtiE], A I AA B A 3T RIFEFER . AHBE
PRE A . YRGB ERHEREE Rt . SRR
4 B4 BN R R GE ALK 0 BB, 33 B S ) S T R
R BRI , SRR E A B — S B BUR R LA R AT R 1Y
B,

HRIE BRI E Y B SoC R&
A, XSTEE R R T AT DI BB AE & SoC REE H RiE
THER MR . AXESST T HE FIFO MR
8L T — R4 FIFO KA BURAYEEL f /A S8
R T R SMV X XS R THR MBIE, 431
BaAHDEEIER, BT EE FIFO BRI AT FT &5
CPU ik L a2 B, 5 G Ml % BiE b %
ML, AR R EA B AT RiIFERER AR HE
W AR, 548 T KBTI .
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