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Instance-based Metaphor Comprehension and Generation

JIA Yu-xiang YU Shi-wen
(Institute of Computational Linguistics, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract In natural language, simile, always considered as a marked metaphor,is easier to recognize and provides an i-
deal knowledge source for metaphor comprehension and generation. This paper proposed a strategy to acquire large-
scale simile instances with Web search engine, and to construct a simile knowledge-base automatically. Based on the sim-
ile knowledge-base, the source domains of Chinese metaphors were studied and an instance-based method for metaphor
comprehension and generation was put forward, Experiment results show that the method achieves high precisions for
both comprehension and generation,and has a good expandability. In addition, the collocational relations in the knowl-
edge-base are useful for many other natural language processing tasks.
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