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Abstract Over the last few decades, Internet has drawn people from all over the world, mainly driven by the emergence
of the Web (World Wide Web, WWW). With the rapid growth of Web sites and also the scale of Internet, the QoS
(Quality of Service) requirements of content transportation of Web sites have been more and more critical. Content De-
livery/Distribution Networks (CDN) is proved to be an efficient way to improve the performance of network and accele-
rate the network operation and it has become one of the essential kernel technologies of Internet within the last decade.
This paper categorized the evolution process of CDN into three stages based on the changes of its architectures. The
first generation of Cache-assisted CDN alleviated the load burden on source by deploying surrogates (cache servers) to
the edge of networks which is closer to the clients. The second generation built highway to guarantee the bandwidth be-
tween surrogates by using fiber links,so called Fiber-assisted CDN. The third generation of Peer-assisted CDN utilized
the extra resource of clients through the cutting edge Peer-to-Peer (P2P) technology, to elevate the scalability and re-

duce the cost. This paper described the research and development of ol technologies driven by the requirements of In-

ternet. The future trend of CDN was also discussed.
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