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Abstract Traditionally, planning problems are cast in terms of imperative constraints that are either wholly satisfied or
wholly violated. In this paper, why classical planning can not capture the full subtlety of many real problems is argued.
A new flexible planning problem is defined which supports the soft constraints often found in reality. A new concept u-
sing heuristic state search theory to solve flexible planning problem is described. This paper also introduces a novel sol-
ving model of flexible planning using heuristic state search theory and exploits the algorithm framework of flexible plan-

ning based on heuristic state search.
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