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Abstract Traditional multicasting is implemented in the network layer of TCP/IP suites,but it’s not a available
thing because it need extend the forwarding algorithm of data packet in the network layer protocol. Recent years,
researchers revisited the issue whether the network layer is the best suitable hosting layer for multicast functionality,
and proposed application layer as the alternate hosting layer of multcast. Application layer multicast can reach the
approximate efficiency of data transforming compared with the network layer multicast, furthermore it has better
scalability. The article introduces the definition and means of application layer multicast,also presents the current

proposed application layer protocols,and discuses the issues of the evaluation of functionality
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