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Abstract Intel provided AVX2 vgather instruction on Haswell CPU to better support reading discontinued data in vec-
torization. We found the compiler generates vgather instructions, which slow down the performance of Stencil on Ha-
swell, because the branches exist in defining boundary condition of Stencils. We proposed to utilize peel optimization or
intrinsic load to avoid these vgather instructions. We applied these optimizations to three Stencil benchmarks, a long-
range Stencil 3DFD,and a hybrid Stencil application, and archived the speedup from 1. 22X to 3. 88X on Haswell. By ana-
lyzing the implementation of the instruction, we found the vgather instructions are decoded into multiple micro-opera-
tions (pops) ,and the instructions generate one pops for each element to be gathered. Due to the high overhead of deco-
der, the vgather instructions become the performance bottleneck of Stencils on Haswell. It is believed that the under-
standing of the implementation of AVX2 vgather instructions and adopting the optimizations to avoid the vgather in-
structions are quite helpful for performance tuning the applications with good spatial locality on Haswell.
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H R T vgather 54, 2 H {8 H peel {4k intrinsic load
7R ) vgather #84, %t 1D3P, 2D5P, 3D7P 5% 3 4
Stencil ZHEREF . K F2 Stencil 5% 3DFD DA & IR 4 Stencil i
H 3DEW #1477 ERERAE . K BUHBR T vaather 8§42 J5 , BF
A Stencil #03K8 T 1. 22X F3. 88X AL MM RESR T+, k. f#
F Intel Architecture Code Analysis(IACA)43#fr vgather 354 )
SCHL, I vgather #5452 HBA BRI AY TR A R — 1 pops.
PRI 3T T veather 184 % AR B EREAV R 0 .

BEFE R, A LA 3 MBI A

DEELRI AVX2 vgather 354 2 F& % Stencil 7 HSW
LHytERE.

2) R FRE T R kBt HEAT T R AF I, iR A8 &
AL AVX2 vgather 154, R By e 48 H 8 peel {4k 5K in-
trinsic load K75 1% 3k it S 4z iR, vgather 384,

3) KB vgather 152 WML EZ A~ pops, I A BN E
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R 4 T AR R AR AL T 3, R 1F4E T AR Stencil 4116 R
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WAE T vegather 84 X M BB ERERI L W B)5 B4 4
OHHRET—H T4E.
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A—EERiTE T KNC | IMCI vgather 84 091 BB iR
Fia) i, George Hager % A1 K /R #0458 17 ] 14 B 2% &
BB FDK #EATHRER AL, JF R RE B R Tk i T
vgather B A FDK 7£ KNC ¥ eI RE . 4 cfEH
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vgather 5|4 i 7K 28 45 %iF £ 5 3 Stencil 42312 17 B 8] &9
20%H . AXEXECERA R, R4 AT AVX2 vgather 54>
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Intel N AVX2 FFHRIEHE T %1789 vgather $84. ZRTH
SSE il AVX %A L[ 1K) gather $§4, % B8 AR & load &
MEAFINTTE RG] shuffles (LA pinsrd, extractps, vin-
sertf128 5454 ) KX LT K i A B A R F 7854

BB E5Fu X

7% 1 1 vgatherdpq i v F/R AVX #4E,d FR T E RS
YK/, 31X B & doubleword (4Byte) , p f£#§ packed, /R iX
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# 1 vgather 354
vgatherdpq ymm0, [ esi+xmm1 % 4], ymml

& AN
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%3 4 Byte vgatherdps vgatehrdpd
A/N | 8 Byte | vgatherqps vgathergpd

E 1 vgather #§4BIARRIE X

E1LPEIELSMEAT Intel L4k X, Btk ymmo0 2 H#Y
HAFFERS , [esi+xmml * 4+ 8] 2 Hiht, ymml & mask &F
fra%. ymm J2& 256bit i) [a] it A7 77 4%, HSW i FRA L9
mask ZF7F A%, EULREAH ymm P77 288 R A0R (HX T RE 1 R
mask FFFF 48 27 [H] ) 7R 9% GHE FH ) B A7 A2 2 A 256bit, T FH 1
mask N2 RFHE 8bit) A K [0 R AF/FSH Bk, Ik
1 H vgatherdpd £ A 4 4> BUKS B JT %, mask ZFfF s H B2
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lane M4 BE Ry 64bit, IEEFXTRL 1 MAUEE LR . #54 lane
HIBE R 0, MR TR AL IEARFERIEA; R,
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Hihk &% B AGU w4 i e Xt bk . G 2 ff7R  xmml H
BRI 2 N JUER index J2 3, B FHF 7728 esi FFR 1A
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=&, W, R ymml F158 3 A~JEFE X AL AY mask F{E K
0, MATEEAICE , HI vgather AFEA 3ATE, EE
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x86 If 2R T CISC, HE KA MK ERAF. AT
TR AL IHAT BT (execution unit) (3T . FRAD % 06 x86 54
B B iF LK Bl RISC #9484, Bk H i 38 4E (micro-opera-
tions, Bl yops) ,{H pops IH:AREHTF RISC 54, i & B 435
TS5 RISC #84 . %86 BARAS T 72 75 B 47 JLAS 6 1] J&
HICBR cycle) , R £ A 4R B2 2% Front End 1 G 35 ok I
e :

UNPE 3 iz o SRS AT 43R 2 AN B Bk - T A i B BRI A 65 By
B, TR B, 484K ## D 2% (Instruction length De-
coder, ILD)¥¢ J5U iR i — 3 1 WL ) 43 LA 209 x86 48 49, &
Ja RiE 4454 BAF1 (Instructions Queue, Q) , RS Ky Bt 4%
M IQ 3R 1 x86 F& 4 Ui 3 A B 1% X 7 A9 pops. 5 Ne-
halem F1 Sandy Bridge 22+ 4H[E] , Haswell & 3 /> fij B0 2%
LA LR A% . 6] SARRED A% 1 ST AR A AR Lk T LA BHIE AR 1
% pops B4, T 52 & 4% U £ 5% 30 A AR RS AR L6 5 £ 7 LU
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BiE R 4 4> pops HE4S . TEBIFMR 4 LU L pops 1938
4 40 vgather, W& B4 H R % BH IR MR, REE
1RIE % B 5 3 K 2% T & 2% 45 MSROM (micro-sequencer)
¥5T, MSROM #5574 — 4 sequencer [B] B #1— 4~ ROM %
H, Bk — TSGR pops BT,

( Instruction Length Decoder (ILD) )
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MSROM Cl:ompiex r?unp}e Exmpjlc Eunp)le
>4uops  L_4Hops | twop | Twop [ Tpop
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[ 3 Haswell Decoder

4 XBREE

4.1 =E

14 3 85 & Intel Haswell E5-2693, 14 #, £ i N
2.3GHz. L1 il L2 R EAE /. L3 BETABIZEH.
L1D A1 L11 89 K/NH¥ K 32kB, 8 B&, latency & 4 cycle, 12
cache ) K /MK 256kB, HL & 8 B&, latency & 1llcycle, L3
cache F K /N R 356MB, HNEEUE(E % 5 & 60GB/s, Stream 5C
s 958 53GB/s,

4.2 W

FEMFMHATLUT 2 9~% 4. Intel C/C+ + Compiler
15. 2. 1644145 (ICC) , A3 BT A B U X 72 e #  FH °E
¥H . Intel Architecture Code Analysis(IACA)2. 21 B7E In-
tel V- BTSN TR, b T HRHBEH X
£ . throughput Ml latency, ‘B 4xHHERE F48 4 4558 B AH R 1
Tt O A5 B, R4 1T /5 # throughput F1 latency,
HERSHT vaather 847 HSW _E #4780 3% 1 B 48 52 1%
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4.3 Stencil

Stencil F I 3% X 19 A R 22 2 77 85 5K oK 1R s o 7 72
(Partial Differential Equations,PDE) , it F—> %5 %€ 8% 1E 1
¥, B8 H AR 8] 5 25 [B]_EARYE RS s BUEINBUR i
2. Stencil FEETEA B BHE (B X EA —E K2 B 7
R, B HAMERBIEEZ PR FNAFH T8, Stencil 8 ¥Z N T
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B U, .
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del, Jacobi 75 ¥k /& i3 F1' 5 7 A [/ 9 FI4& L, i Gauss-Seidel
TR M ETER—Mi& k. 4<3CH 3 4> Stencil ZHER .
1 AR Stencil F2IF A 1 MR A Stencil N FHESRH T Jacobi
Tk
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Stencil {5 4k BE 7] LA 43 B 1D3P, 2DSP Al 3D7P X 3
ML, nE 4 iR, ID3P BHFREINSA. FEHCURE
A2 AAEEEE ;K. 2D P BEHAC R ETASR 4 4
MR 3D/PFEHCUR EFRIEAER 6 A EHE.
ME 4 REA] LLE H, 1D3P FE N B A B I 19 % 6] )5 3
P£:2D3P {9 X Jril 5 1D3P A/, i Y 5 WA T NX #9E
R s 26003, 3D7P H1 Z J5 s WA T NX x NY #4[a]jE.
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o) s
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FERIHARZES TR & mEEA R RS R, B
# ADFDH— MR KREHCUL ETRIGEESR 24 18, —
3t 25 4~ 5, B 3D25P,

« R4 Stencil i : SDEW

3DEW Hy-2FK R = 4EH BRI 43 85 iy St ey BRIl (3D
pure P and S wave elastic wave equation modeling) , 1% I F
B P AR A R B B B BB A R A S
AR SRS TR B A % ) R P O B A P 5 9% . 3SDEW 433
RGN (P 3 ARSI (S B » LA B8 47 b B 53 5 7 o 8% 7
RS 5 R A%  [R) B R B R 22 4 T ik 4 T M D
K& 180 . 3DEW £— MR A Stencil, BB A usv,w
3T ERIBE AN .y, 2 30T E, EH—H, 8%
TV 1 48 LI AIIEHE, el u 78 o T ERIIEHE X B —
> 1D10PStencil, ARYELH & , XAEH) Stencil —ItF 94>, Hk
WEITH 2 VI LR A&, X —4 2D100P Stencil, iX
FEH Stencil MIFHEIIH & —HH4 6 4>, H Ik 3DEW £ ¥ 5
— R RTEEBEAT 9 4 1D10P fin L 6 4~ 2D100P f Stencil
.

5 Stencil {¢#37E Haswell _F 914 REF4E

5.1 Stencil R F5iE

XF 3 4~ Stencil ZEHEE LA K 3DFD Hl 3DEW 43 Bl 317
TEMEAL, K 2 5], A A RBREARMRTER. )
Z B Z7E Stencil HAMNZIEF AT IN # pragma openmp for #f
TEEBIIT. A C RERNBEBEIR KM # prag-
masimd AT, M4 D FpA E &8 R Xt cache 25 8] 7
HRHESEATHIE AL . Tiling f2K B8 4 e LA N cache A %5
6] R &Rtk . Tiling & HBCH F AR 77 =X, (8 oGk 5 2 4y 3k
B R/ IN e ZE AR L LA B BT is 47 AR (4 AT 1R 36 A R A B
1EtERE. IAF M GRES 2PN E., EXLHTHHY
TR R S o H R IR R Bk S RSE BRI X #R .

# 2 AH Stencil B9& R A

AR 1D3P  2D5P  3D7P 3DFD 3DEW
A baseline ~ < ok X i
B: A+OpenMP N NG N/ N N
C: B+ Vector N/ N/ N/ N4 NG
D.C+ Tiling X d e o, J
E:C+Cache Oblivious . o <7 X X
F:D+Peel J v = ; X W
G: D+ Intrinsic N J N N N
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5.2 YRiFIFEM veather IHS MR E R 31K

K& AR Stencil B A< C, D, E 4 i A 4 A%, K3
iR AR T vaather $64 . WATA N X R T8
AT ) AR, 38 BB 0 RS B R G SR A R R A B |
. UL 3D7P R, FEN 6 N H MR EAR KM,
0w R SRR AN — R, B E B R YR T E N R
S0 1,80 c—1, {HY4FICERRLED AN TCER w #hA
IR RXATCE BT B o, F{BUHL, FaX R 54 3 738 4 o
B HAL 5 AT AR %M. X FHRFHN S . w A
BURR ¢ SR c— 1 1EGRIRET I A B 2 , B BB TR H15E «
HEUE R A RERAE , XFPUIRIBEIR FRIEEA , Hit thsi & 5
FICC 7£ HSW A= iR vgather 154>,

A 2 Ry AT LAk S AR Ak i veather, HoB O AR AR
(] . BV S A S SCRR2H 0 3K {8 FH 2R AR BT84, 43 31l A2 Peel
HEALAN Intrinsic load, BRF 5508, X 2 #0405 8 OR B
A LA Github™ TR #k,

* Peel {4k

LEBER Y Stencil 38 2 11 A 1M 75 B 5 e 52 A DG K DAk R
ARG E D8, B AT DB R Z 4R H AN 2
AR B %, XRH TFARSHEWHNERFRATEAR
Z&MFE. LL3DTP Rfl,x Jria B RAE A ITEK 0 FlSE —
ATEE ne— 1 FEBATHFFAE R H B, FH X 2 ©~m#
YER 3k B8 R Bk 4b 38 B AT Z AT R HIBT AT &R
18| ne—2 BEHNEEA . RSh THERAFHITE
ABEBFN R, HHT DL EEMEH e=c—1 fl w=c+1#HFk
RN TTEMPANTCEN RS . XFp 7 X BR AR G A il
vgather 84, X BB B A AL YR, B ILAE HSW Exf
Stencil /R &R X FAL, BT 2 AgRA F,

* Intrinsic load

£/ intrinsic 452 A FH HAth C/C+ + R BUZE2L . &R
o S A E R R I Sk SO, SR )5 R P AH LAY intrinsic PREL. SR
PEAREH 244 Intrinsic pRHOE — BIIRRIC Hids 4, Rl =Z Ak
ETHERLRIESTERTFR ACEHRFFAS, MM in-
trinsic W& H gRiEAv R E T 7 AT .

£ 2 A G BUER XA L. LA 3D7P Rfi, &5k,
SE X —4__m256d AR, 256 Fm B K R 256bit, d R A
ANTLE R RUKE BE I S 80(64biv) , X N EBHEAE T 4 4T
. HKEH_mm256_load_pdOHEEA 4 4> S ht: i1 BOKS
FETCHEF__m256d 1, HiX 4 NITETE 32 byte X5, {#HH
_mm256_permutedx64_pd () $& € H F 54, i _mm256 _
setl_pd #¥E—-MEHHERHR 34L& b #FH_mm256
_fmadd_pd O) 447 (_a * _b) +_f2_t # FMA #E. i
_mm256_store_pdOFFEFEH G HICE. HJa . H T_mm256
_load_pdO—KEA 4 A TuE, Bk N ETEA K RZ M
4, TAFRM 1,
5.3 MRUER

E KA gAY, KBARA C,D, E H#RFF7E veather
84, M4 A,B,F fil G WFRBA . X3 7E N7 I8 3F A0
VSN # pragmasimd #E1TIRAL, B TR R AR E PEFER
43 W 1 /], G 3 % 25 A2 B veather 84, [AlAT, Tiling 1
cache oblivious X $& 3 %S (] J5 FR # O 16 77 1 To ¥ 38 e G
st i vagather ¥4, B f#i Bl Peel 4L M1 Intrinsic {4k
AL,

5 4> Stencil RNRMEILIRAS FIPEREINE 5 fis . k&3

AVX2 vgather $§4 &[4/ Stencil /£ HSW #9168, £
B vgather 42 J5 . & Stencil fIRA F #1 G F3A 1. 22X
£ 3. 88X ANEEMITERER T .

120
E100
8
2 @ Abaseline
o 8 B BA+OMP
x = CB+Vec
£ 60 & DC+Tiling
20 ® EC+cache oblivious
i o 8 FD+Peel
5 ® G:D+intrinsic
)

0

1D3P 2D5P 3D7P 3DFD 3DEW

5 A[F) Stencil BIEALRATE Haswell | B94:fE

6 vgather $§4 LM A

AT #E— BRI vgather 3§45 M Stencil ¥ RERY A,
A 3D7P 145, M pops J2 5T vgather 384 B SLHE .
6.1 {EH IACA 4>#f vgather B pops

i F TACA #&:ill intrinsic load A }% intrinsic vgather ft] %2
KEREFN R RERRAS . 1 S (] A 48 T o] i B¢ TACA OS5 R,
4nPEl 6 TR, vgatherqpd A< 4T — 4~ JCE H# Y through-
put A 70. 00 cycle., TACA BH#f$&/R T throughput f#)3#H Fi7E
Gather #¥1E, vgatheqpd 354 7E 1 2 Fyg 3 E# AT T
2. 0 cycle B9 AGU H1 2. 0 cycle B 3£ A pops. ZE1LL M, vi-
madd132pd 1§ 4L K 2 4 pops. FENGH 0 s 1 E4
B4 0.1 F1 0.9 cycle, iX &P K HSW E3iX 2 4N A E 43 51
A —4 FMA $JT, i IACA /R iR 4452, BEEA
100 2k FMA 454w 10 468 0 0 _FHAT, 90 RAEMR O 1
EHAT IR AL SRR 0 A 0.1 4 cycle. 31 1
EH 0.9 4 cycle, 734, B TFiX %k FMA $5 40 EifE, H it
5 vmovupd AL, EFEN H 2 EHATT 1. 0 cycle YA
pops LA K 1. 0 éycle i) AGU, x5 ) vmovpd 354 & store
BAE (N O 2 Al O 3 A9 AGU A= it b btk /Y [R]85t 76 35 1
4 $47 1. 0 cycle 95 ] pop, HEEBNBRWO 7 2L (TR
store YR AGU, {HX & — /MRS AT AR A< B9 AGU, A REAL 78
Hohit Y index ) store #4E . vgatherdps A ST — I E
HH R throughput R &K T 105. 00cycle, 1fif H TACA 1.8
475 T throughput BEFIFE Gather #:4E. i load fRAS i3
FT—AIRREEHH throughput {4 16. 25 cycle. BRFRME.
WAAEARE——F HH 52 81 TACA 453, TR &R AT LI
Github P F#,

Throughput Analysis Report
Block Throughput: 76.88 Cycles Throughput Bottleneck: GatherTpt

Port Binding In Cycles Per Iteration:

L Port | & ~o 11 |2 -0 |3 -0 |4 |5 |18 |7 |

| Cycles | 15.9 0.0 | 8.6 | 25.5 24.5 | 25.5 24.5 | 2.0 | 20.3 | 20.2 | 0.8 |

[¥] 6 intrinsic vgather BUKSBERRAS Y TACA 45 i 5

K # vgatherqpd $§ 4T BB 4 M RUEE L E ., i 1A-
CA 7R vgatheqpd $847E%G A 2 Fdm H 3 E#ATT 2.0
cycle ) AGU H1 2. 0 cycle B91E A pops; il vgatherdps 1§47
BIEA 8 EILE . 1M IACA B8 veatherdps $i& 476 Ui
M2 fg i 3 _EERHAT T 4. 0 cycle B9 AGU # 4. 0 cycle 1
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BEA pops. H M HEM vgather 354 SHMB M E N IEA
pops, B—4~ pops X M A —IE K. IACA #2758 vgather
TR BB T 5 4 pops, {HLPR L vgatherdps Z 4> B X 4
AL 8 MEEA pops, BIILHEN TACA ¥ 7 fg RS Ak 4 LA
9 pops EFRIEA 5 4~ pops.

ERS load WA #FT— A ICE EHH throughput {LH
16. 25 cycle, vgatherqpd MR A< #H 4T — A~ TE K B H i through-
put JUIEANF] 70. 00 cycle, Ifii vgatherdps A #FT— 1 ITC &
HHTH) throughput BREEIA T 105. 00cycle, HF4 vgather it
A0 B FE B R AT TSR A WR 2 434 B 6 Hh TACA 45 R
AHEE H , vgather BRASFEPATHLIT (B Back-end) | 7£ %% A i
[a] B = Lt &= 25. Scycle, 2 H4 B9 70— 25. 5=44. 5cycle 1B 7]
2 Front-end W 9, W T4 % veather $§4 E /D 29 i
AR 4 4> pops LA L, B #E B3 2 Hh F ] MSROM 47
RS BT SR TR T4 o
6.2 Vgather % Stencil 1% 8E &Y% M

- HigPERE

AT T RBIERE vgather 384 %t stencil HERERYE 1, X Lt
T load JRA# vgather hRA~7E HSW H4% b pyPERE, il 7
7 » st BB GFlops, %2 3D7P 37 ik —A4 ] b s
HOBCEE , BB & a2 ) T B R (D 3R45

Data_size=Cubic_size3 * 2 * 8 (1)
Hrp,2 ZEAMEAT Jacobi FEEFH TR EMELE —1
$eH 5 8 A H O XOKNG BE IF UK/ R 8 byte, HSW f L1D Ky
32kB, 1.2 & 256kB, L3 & 35MB, K it 24 cubic size /N T 12
B, BARAE L1D W 7F 13~ 25 Z [a)at, B3 7E L2 326~ 129
Z A}, B4R AE 13 5130 DL LB BIBEE A . MBEE#E
L1D 5 L2 #0d, i FHEE AR/ A B LA R KR , B I load
JAF veather RRAERAS REIRAT B PERE s 4BURAE 1.3 B, load
Ji A 1 B s P RE BRI veather RRASPERBRY 3 £ Y BIBE N
i, load WA EIPEREHRIR Ky veather PERBRY 1. 5 544 .
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& load 5448 tt., vgather 3§ 4 Xt Stencil $4 RE i) 52
W A RESRIE T 3 4 DAEFA n A JLHE T, vgather 4%
BEIAT n 4> pops, i [ load $54 RFEHIT 1 4 pops. 2)H
F vgather f84fH T VSIB i F-4ik 77 LA K mask FF 7755,
AT PAT veather 184  ATREMA—RINERTES. WK 6
FiR, B Je4E 1. Ocyclefdi H lea 54 # A base sihlk, 2R 5 7
1. OcyclelfE % mask FF 7748, BHIE 1. 0 cycle #E#& vgather iR
Y index, X— RIS TEE 3. Ocycle, KF vgathergpd
A B 2.0 cycle, Tl load 184 MIATHE X HHERIES .
30 6. 1 W4T iY, veather 184 i TR EWMIL R 24
pops, B L EE i AR 55 8% H A9 MSROM HE47 f 5, N =4 T
& H Front-end JF44.

- ZAxtERE

load {RASF vgather RiAS7E HSW L4 b A9 14 RE Xt He &
P 8 FitR , i F Stencil fRAS3ZBRFAFH 5 » B load RRATE

9 BxRAR T HE S AN S (Saturation Point) , i vgather R4S
PERE T BA R BN, FUGTE 14 Mz ETEREEEI T &
PEDNE BH 14 BAYHERBA RN load R4S 4 BAITERE.
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SRIE A GETIEME AVX2 vgather 34 7E Intel Ha-
swell FRIHERE. B2 TLAIF 3 4M45E .

1) AVX2vgather 542 B&{K Stencil FHERE . X 4558 X4
HAt BA R 425 8] )5 5Bk 4 b FH 13 .

2)vgather 84 2N BN EEAMITTEAE R— pops.

3 T vgather 1§ 4 FH E fh MSROM #4715, H ik &
FEA BRI Front-end JF44 .

PRI , X} Stencil iIXZEA R 4725 8] 23 A9 B FH 7E Ha-
swell | #4RHR 2 1R BT Bkt 5 1k 4 1% 8% 4 B vgather #8
2. A 2 MR : O EAEIE & 70 K ok i 347 Z 4 31
W7, #EFEXT Stencil i B Peel {14k ; @{# A intrinsic load 3 A
&,

AW TAER —S0 5 PR 4, He e/ 2 or — PR RB AR Y
FK A5 BT veather 384 Xt Stencil PERERIE W, X T —4
TEHFEEFMZ—. b, Haswell B F—4t Broadwell X}
vgather 84 ) SL B 34T T — e et , [ A Gather Index Ta-
ble (GIT) Jg KAREW > 5 & 60 %6 HY pop, BRI T — 23R %)
GIT #4744
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