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Prolog Based Approach to Validate Time Constraints in Business Process

CHEN He-wen ZHOU Yong YAN Xue-feng
(College of Computer Science and Technology, Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Nanjing 210016, China)

Abstract With the rapid development of Internet technology, the demand for business process modeling of complex
system is increasing. In order to verify the correctness of the business process model with time constraints, this paper
put forward a kind of graph decomposition algorithm based on node switching rules, which transforms the business
process model into execution trace set and transforms the execution trace set to Prolog. That is to say, the trace of
nodes, gateway and time constraints are all converted into Prolog fact. This paper put forward an algorithm that trans-
forms the business process model to Prolog language and transforms the duration time pattern, cycle time pattern and

fixed time pattern into Prolog rules, supporting the validation of the business process model on three time patterns. Fi-
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nally,a medical process instance with time constraints was verified.

Keywords Time constraints, Time pattern, Business process model, Verification method
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o B3R 1. FpeEat Al (Dur)

X 1 RetFRH PR AN EERZ ., ZERX R
WRIA Y S RIS 3 (A A7 B 1] BR i, — R SR B AR b 95 I
FERAT A B i (g L 000 0 B L B R ot % YR {5 PR AR IE 6 R A1 3R
HEHES B (BIINREZFRAE) .

« B3 2. AR R (Cyo)

X 2 A LA A ESZ IR R BE, B
4 AR ] L B AT, (ELO6 009 R AEFR R B o B R 2 TR R B
=T

- B 3. [E 2 B 2 (Fixed)

HR 3 ML - MEENEDLE L FREBZAEE
HERE B9 B BARAT . A RO B (e BR 4 A B IR ML T SR A 1]
B R ABMES R,

b S MAERER — B EES EERMAOTEAR, & X
T.

EX 1 VHFRBEBH—LTH B=(N,E,7,7,T
O, H NEZREBERNFIFHRENT HEEESNX
N BEERIpY S22 E %S ; = { Activity, Event, EXCL,
INCL} RARY SR8, G EE . FHMEMHAOTEET
EMSEE);o: N>T BETAHERFE—TREBESE
¥; v:C—{Dur, Cyc, Fixed } 2§ i 8] 29 SRAR 1 R FE— B[] 4R
AR C RE LAERER e R ZRES .

3 EF Prolog BB GIF A&

Sk H Prolog Xtk % AR B 94 FF1TIRIE. BAR
FH AN B SREE LS RBERES S
T RBYEE S BT S 58 R AR A Pro-
log L, B H -5 RBERE Prolog iI5E WH BB,
1% 3 #patEERFEBA Prolog $LN , )5 RIEF L 5 M N #
TSR EAE .,

PATRLE AR TR & TR B B — KB 1T M BRI, B B
87 0 ;R e B N A 1

B2 #B=(N,E,z,7, . OBV FHEHE,BH
— A PATRIE A N ERES RIS R EI N — KA MR, A
T=(Ni, Nz, NOFR. KB N, RRPE T PEEWE
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3.1 LEREMINMNESBREE

W F RBER PR KA LS AEI TS SRR
LR 3F. REVANARE, HAENTHNRBITE
FRX B, HRITE 3 F Y ST AN AT

« JE 305 5 (Activity)

H 1R RESN R, BT ARG REER S

BEM—MN R, ABRESTAEEMAZ RSP,

(MinA,MaxA) (MinA MaxA)
—

Bl @Eas

» IEE(EXCL) )
B 2 B AEonE® . ST R AR E e E N 7ET A
A 595 5 B2 HEEEER T . AR AR A R IAT
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(MinA,MaxA)

(MinA, MaxA)

L PR E S
M2z gonk

« 5% (INCL)

B 3 Fim A ST E o X mPuiREITeE) . ST
ERERAERE -FHARRBT TR A SR B, BOEWT
RO — AN 8, B R B T s B i P R S B Y
R R RE.

(MinA,MaxA)

fom
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L5 Pl X+
M3 HuE

HWHE 3 fF /R » MinC = max (MinA, MinB) , MaxC = max
(MazA,MazB) , ILREHHT AN C,MEX—TTRPEHE
FR#I (MinC,MazC) , B /G 5 C A BIBATIESF

BB B SBREAN, S HESHREE. HENEA
Sl & WA B, St h B WBITHERES T={T, T1,
Toyeers T b BEITF .
¥i%x 1 Module_TransTo_Trace
LA L FRBHEA B=(N,E,«,7.T,0)
2. % B RIATRIEES T={(T1, Tz, Ta}
3. T={To}
4, For each Ni in N
5. 1f (1 Visited(N)) //REESFZFHH S
6. If ©(N;) =Event//%}F event ¥ i A fitib 3
7. Goto next(N;)
8. Else If t(N;)= Activity
9. Foreach Tjin T
10. AddNodeToTrace(T;, N;)
11. End for
12, Goto next(N;)
13. Else if t(Ni)=EXCL then//EXCL &R A [OTE
14. Ntemp<{—GetBranchActivityNodes(N;)
15, H(Neemp) >1 // BB AR B LR
16. For each Tjin T
17. If (NextNode(T;,Ni)) //3BE 4T A& Ni (9510
18. For each Ny, in Niemp
19. Visited (Nw) / /A2 Y7 IR 13 997 5
20. Tn<<— T;
21. AddNodeToTrace(TmsNm)
22. AddTraceToSet(T, Tw)
23. End for
24, DeletTrace(T, T})//BIBR B8R 2= M3
25. End if
26. End for
27. End if
28. Goto next(Ny)
29. Else if (N;)=INCL then

(MinC,MaxC)
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30.  Niemp<<—GetBranchActivityNodes(N;)
31. Min<C—GetMinDuration(Niem)

32. Max<C—GetMaxDuration{Niemp)

33. Npew<<—New(Min, Max)

34.  Visited(Neemp) //FRICIHIEI HIH 4
35. For each Tjin T

36. If NextNode(T;, N;)//BEBUR 4655 S & N; Bl
37. AddNodeToTrace(T; s Noew)

38. End if

39. End for

40. Goto next(N;)

41. End if

42, End if

43. End for

oo, Visited (N # Ni 11 R #4T4518; AddNodeTo-
Trace(T; ,N;) ¥ N, T EIMAR T, k¥ ; AddTraceTo-
Set(T, T, ) B¥% T, BEME T A% ; Delet Trace(T, T))
MBS T iy T hATHIM ; NextNode(T; , N;) HIWr $h 4T
B T, B H SR H Ni ;s Goto next(N,) R H B4 F
T —A% &3 GetBranchActivityNodes(N) BB Z N; A
TLEB B H G 8 A 4 3% s GetMinDuration ( Nuny ) 5 Get-
MaxDuration(N ., ) WRB B A 5 32 /i R gt
&), New(Min, Mazx) W) 2 37 8 — 4~ 15 5, I A0 B B9 B K B
/NEH AR T BHE T A

Bk RYGE T F BB P T A N 2 «(ND R
SO, B, EERAT RGBT E 7154«
(N) R ESET, MERK T SMAPITHE RS T HED
TEFEE 8T8 1217 8 c((NDOARADOTRN, £/
FEHADRERXTEEE Newp 1 MEARBPATHIRES
PEILE T . ZEHREBEH LT AEE New» T, BIES
T, e RS, & N, B T, BE4%T &, M2 in A2l
T, FotHs T, BIZELE T H Newp TEIRERE W T, A
6 T PR, XREMITEIA D438 T RIF B2 GE
1347 —%58 2847): X4 «(ND) A E A OTTRE, B B 4 3 H
W B B/ INR SR B[R] B/ » B R HF SR (B BB K » 22 S B
AHAXHHEHI—NTE New T RHHTET SRR
AXPHANEN R EEYARERERS X TAKNEE
R I ELF G I8 BN R SRR R #EAT IR X T 183
EETHENTET ENET RERT A HBEHTR
N AR FGE 29 17— 58 40 171, B F RAB B R AT
APATREIERMESITHERE T,

DA 4 M0, I eo FFER, X T Al W RORBLEES), B
BRZ T EMARPGE To . Hife ARTE, MBS
GetBranchNodes(e,) B R1E A3 1 A4 5 &5, B RTEH A3
TR B THAHBBES THRE T, Yulk, Bk SmA
JEHMF LT T, , KR & R R (AL A, I BB FORY
SR, I AR Ad W5 TSR e BOTRERLES
T B R ((A1,A3), (A1, A4)}, FIBF A6 HNTE ST A, W
WHEEMA TEEKYLFE B TREH{(ALAS,
A6),(A1,A3,A6)} . TEBE e MITE W AW, [ BT 153
B THEE. BEBAE e B, TRREHPITHE TES
H{(Al, A3, A6, A8, Al1), (Al, A3, A6, A9, A11), (Al,
A4A6,A8,A11),(Al1,A4,A6,A8,A1D)},

H4 BEFMEE

3.2 WEREHEBEF Prolog MR

Prolog R —FBBHEBIETE, B@E LA ZBENHEIL
bz b BB AT B REFTEHRAITE. Sl FRE
BEAVE] Prolog Fi i B B R4S A 5 Y B R H Pro-
log B F PHIF L, KB Prolog & F R %Mk & MEE R
BIREIR

EEHERGET G BIERTUGEE 3 MR
WML R R R BT PR RS 88 2 T AL, TR ITH
%A Prolog, i Facts(D RARPITHLE S THEN
Prolog BELMES. BEEZRNT,
#i%x 2 Trace_To_Pro
LA PATHEES T={T1,Tz,,Ta}
2. ¥ : Facts(T)
3. For each T;in T
4. ForeachNjin T,
5. Miny<C— GetMinDuration(N;)
6. Maxy<<—GetMaxDuration(N;)
7. Npext=<— FindNextActivity(N;)
8. If Find(activity(N;j , Npext » Miny, Maxy) , Facts)
9. Goto next(N;)

10. else

11, Add(Facts, activity(Nj Npext » Miny , Maxy) )
12, End if

13.  End for

14. For each Cj in T;

15. If v(C;)=Dur

16. Niore<< —FindHead Activity (C;)

17, Npexe<<—FindTail Activity (C;)

18. Miny<C~ GetMinDuration(C;)

19. Maxy<C—GetMaxDuration(C;)

20, If FindConstra(constrainttpl { Neore s Nnext » Miny, Maxy) , Facts)
21. Goto next(C;)

22. Else
23. Add(Facts, constrainttpl (Niore s Npext » Miny , Maxy) )
24, End if )

25, Else if y(C;)=Cyc

26. Niore<C— FindForActivity (C;)

27. Npexr<<—FindNextActivity (C;)

28. Miny<C—GetMinDuration(C;)

29. Maxy<U—GetMaxDuration(C;)

30. Time<—Getl.oopTimes(C;)

31. If FindConstra ( constrainttp2 { Ngore s Npext » Time, Miny, Maxy ),
Facts)

32. Goto next(C;)

33. Else

34. Add(Facts, constrainttp2 (Nore y Npexe s T » Miny, Maxy) )

35. End if
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36. Else if y(C;) =Fixed

37. Nnext<< — FindNextActivity (C;)
38. Miny<C—GetMinDuration(C;)
39. Maxy<—GetMaxDuration(C;)

40, If FindConstra(constrainttp3(1, Npex: s Miny, Maxy) , Facts)
41, Goto next(C;)

42, Else

43. Add(Facts, constrainttp3 (1, Npex: » Miny, Maxy) )

44, End if

45. End if

46, End for

47. End for

Bk, activity( fore, next, min, max) FARITIGE T R
TR, K fore RRETAMFE S next RANEKHT AW
JEEET K min Fl max FRANBIE ST RO B/DNAB KT Frik
afiEl, X8 T At B 1 ik, B constrainttpl (head,
tail ymin,mazx) {ERE BB PR, 9 head TR L3 &, tail
TR R ymin $l maz Foom B/ FBR KBTI RF 426 (6] 5 XF
FRBFETREERX 2 FiK, B constrainttp? (head, tail , times,
min,maz) FR AT E R &, B P head TRk, tail RN
B &, times RART BB WREL, min Fl maz BB/
b5 FN:IDIES - 2in iR

BEREBEIEES T HHO86E T, BMGE T 89
HBESTH To={(N1, Nz, Ny B EFE AP N, WK
HUBEW R BRRB/NFENERERIZRN activity B
LHA Facts B8, BEEEFEMRABLNREAGE 47—
5% 1347) BB H P et E PR & C., i Bzt R R R T
AR RS H LR S B R BB/ MFEERT I /Y
FERICHEN constrainttpn BELFFA Facts &, HCLHEE
MREEMAEAGE UWIT-8B46 1), BN . HBHEET
R W AR ) PR & A B Faces £, LIETF—
HHIBIE .

EL 3. 1 WSS R PATHE (AL, A3, A6,A8,A1D) i fi,
HB: PRI L PUE 5B — A1 R Prolog B/ L activity
(1,3,2,4) s PEFR BT P 5 — Bt (E BR ), KM IR F Dur
A )RS 3 T KBk BT R K B/ AT IR 43R, ey
Prolog 3L constrainttpl(3,8,30,40), RILAHE, AP HAT
BB B S %A Prolog F1L.

3.3 Prolog I IEX M

B AR B R okl 55 AR R P R R 5 R R i
Prolog sk, X FARMIFR 4>, U 75 B 38 o 43 47 A TR HiE A B
[BIZ93R , BE K Fo A e Prolog MU, B %E X Prolog #LMX¢
H—B T RAE, 328 A Prolog S iR R A it e R #1
B H I .

< F 1

Ed constrainttpl F constraintt p2 PiFP LR AR
R FRR & X A L RN R E R RS R
FR&DEITIRR , BTLME link (A, B, L) BECREBE S AN
ABWRAN BRPATHS, IR RTFIRELFIR L, &
Prolog [ A, BJRAEWAN A BV AN BMFE,[H|T]
FEARFIRTSERNFRICE, CRR)S, H 82 R85
RMBE—-NTEOE RAIRL W TUHERFET TR,
R ARE , member (A, MDMFRR A T EHHRFNEM FHTE.

link(A,B,L):-link(A,B,L,[]).
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link(A,B,[ A, B}, M):-not (A=B), not (member (A, M)), not
(member(B,M)),activity(A,B, _, ).
link(A,B,[A,H|T], M) -activity(A, H, _, _),not(member(A,
M), link(H,B,[H| T],[A|MD.

< B 2

i getmin([A,B],S)FitBEEHE—MHELA.B]JF
BRI S PB/EENE G S PR EBRES S, Bt
SLIRER PR M E , Prolog BFFIITF -

getmin([A,B], S) ¢ -activity(A, B, S, _). getmin((M, K| NJ, Min) :-

activity(M, K, M1, _),getmin([K|N]J, Min2) , Min is Min2+M1,

* HL 3

5/ getmax ([A,B], )R B ELE—1FI%[A, B]
T BRI R R BN ) ) B NI A S Rt
JE SRR IR T2, Prolog BRF 0T

getmax([Q, W1, E) t-activity(Q, W, _, E).
getmax([R, T| Y, Max) ¢-activity (R, T', _, M2), getmax([T| Y],
Max2) , Max is Max2—+M2,

ERFEUEA— &, HREFIH AN R R/ MR ELE
/N TFiZET ] BR A B B K R (8], I B F I P BT W R B
RS2 AT ) BRIR T2 A (] BR 46 00 BB/ N8 A V) B, BRI PR 51
Tk JE Bt 1] BR 44 4% AT BBk (possible/ notpossible) ; X 5P BT A 15
R/ N 1R] S R T2 A 18] R il i B/ NVREE B (8], 3+ AL
P73 o A 15 5 B B R R R B ()R /N T2 B ) BR 6l 9 B K
FEGEET AIT , BRI 5 19 2 B (] PR il 9 20 98 4 (necessary/ not-
necessary) ,

58 1 Wk et =R 4 A R o 18] SRS OEER A B 52
AF%) 3 FRREY, T EI4FAHE A Prolog & F R AT 7 PR L
.,

o Regint

BB 4 ATFS7E A R L i ef B] BR il 5t 3 1, 7E Prolog
I SEEB 8T constrainttpl (Start, End , Min, Max) 3t o 47
R, B LUF 5] s B 2 m (5] BR %1 69 0T BB R SR YEE %
R, BIEZeTE R E p RS T .

1. verify :-constrainttpl (Start, End, Min, Max) ,
2. link(Start, End, List) ,
3. getmin(List,Minl),
activity(End, _,Min, ),
Min2 is Minl+Min,
getmax(L,Max1),
activity(End, _,_,Max),
Max2 is Max1+Max,
, write() ,
10. nl, fail.

- ERATEA R

& 4 FI157E AT BN b A a Ef FR #13E 1 4>, 7€ Prolog
RIS SEER 48 1 constraintt p2 (Start, End , Times, Min, Max) %t
FoE TR , Forb USRS BT 2 i ne ) BR i 0 7T BB U A 1
e 455 . WIEZAT R MABNT.

1. verify *-constrainttp2(Start, End, Times, Min, Max) ,
2. link(Start, End, List) ,

3. getmin(List,Minl),

activity(End, _,Min, ),

Min2 is Minl+Min,

getmax(List, Max1),

activity(End, _,_,Max),
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8. Max2 is Maxl+Max,
9. Min3 is Min2 * Times,
10,  Max3 is Max2 * Times,
11, writeO),
12. nl, fail,
« [El 2B R
FH B 4 AT A5 ()R, b (A R] R FE 2 4N, 78 Prolog B9
LRI T constrainttp3 (1, Tail , Earily, Late) 3t #1744
IR, HA LUF 3 BT 20 At [a] BR 1 T BB AR SR M1 Sy i 1
58 . BUEZETE) R ST .
1. verify :-constrainttp3(1, Tail , Earily, Late) ,
2. link(1,Tail , List) ,
getmin(List,Minl),
activity(Tail,_,1, ),
Min2 is Minl+1,
getmax(List, Max1),
activity(Tail ,_,_,A),
Max2 is Max1+A,
write(),
10. nl, fail.

4 EBIWIES S

4.1 SEHIEE

23Ol 55 i AR AR BY BEAT B UIE , 404 FL B ] A = — B
P, BT Prolog 5 H MR — B RIE N R AR K55k
. X B LSO 1019 i BT R ]

WNRTSCHE 4 BR UR A B BEST B R F T — B R
ik, BT AR R E BT R, RIS R FARE,
TR P H RS TR IRTE S B/ SRR R (8], ZEAR R AY
SR [BI0 FLR R (] AT T PR SRS SR BT 5 2 ] R

© XN AN

FAERR .
A 4 AT R E XK 1 Fisl,
1 vRaX
Al A3 A4 A6 A8 A9 All

2,4 @2 Q4 (2,2 (25,25 (30,30 4,7
#A RE BTAK BFTER FHREA

WP GEBE REPCI PAFPCL BE

ME 4 A, ZETFER R EE 11 NES R RIE 2
1 /P8R Bl S5 AR AR I, B 40 J5 R M ST BT T
#{(Al1,A3,A6,A8,A11),(Al,A3,A6,A9,A11),(Al, A4, A6,
A8,Al11),(A1,A4,A6,A9,A1D)} ., PUTEE T EE1ERBEA
RLFE] 2. 2 /NS PR RLEE S BB B, FT AR 2 Y Prolog
I,

ik RRbmE

#2 [E 4 X}52kY Prolog BaL

FEHER Prolog
Al activity(1,3,2,4)
Al activity(1,4,2,4)
A3 activity(3,6,2,2)
A4 activity(4,6,1,4)
A6 activity(6,8,2,2)
A8 activity(8,11,25,25)
A9 activity(9,11,30,30)
All activity(11,12,4,7)

BRI 2. 3 /TP HEEBRMN S 3EA Prolog BF,
TE SWEProlog SMEHEITA[18% 3 FiFlI4 R .

R3 BITHR
Bt [6] % K Jr 31 &R
[3,6,8] possible&-necessary
Exg Lot [3,6,9] notpossible&notnecessary
[4,6,9] notpossible®wnotnecessary
[8,11] possible&necessary
B [1,3,6] possible®notnecessary
[1,4,63 possible&notnecessary
(1,3,6,8,11] possible&.notnecessary
[1,3,6,9,11] possible&cnecessary
Bl 2 [1,4,6,8,11] possible&wnotnecessary
[1,4,6,9,11] possible&-necessary

HR 3 GRAE, HEN R P FH 1R AL
573 2 W AT BE B, P51 3 W R A A] A BRI
FASIESME T R 1 3R TR B4, 75 2 W R ATRE ELAR
W FEF 3 W6 T R LA 40 ; B s B 2R R 5 1 R
ATREELASIN, FPF 2 6 R W] R LML, R 5] 3 W R AT RE LR
WA FPE 4 W R T RE HLAL L
4.2 XBISH

FEIA B 5 R LA RATR AR R P, §33 B3k 3 F
A AR T AR AT, 3R 4 S T A SRS L
SRR b B EIAR BT OL  Hp Yes RR 7 B XX

B MIRAE , No R A .
F4 SUAFEMTLH
AAFR FHEH JB IR op g
Chen #(2011) Yes No Yes
Du %(2013) No No Yes
Combi 4(2012) Yes No Yes
Huai 4 (2010) Yes No Yes
Eder % (2008) Yes No Yes
Bettini 4 (2002) Yes No No
This paper Yes Yes Yes

MR A FTLAEH , b FREAMBIE T RSRERIET LS8
—RINFRE]RAH I EERR A Lok 3 Mt AR — e R R
FEPHATRIE, H EETRMTE WA REDBA X
B, XERINATY RIEREEEYAENERL T LM
BB R SE T v BT AR B SR B R A

Prolog 18 5 @13 2 SC AR BY A (6] A0SR BEAT 838 , RIS
Tz B — A R A — B . BEE L SRR R R, PR
AR iy R At 272840, 38id Prolog if & MAREK
HELERS, AT EE XA SE B a2 M AT
FEAHT O AR SO B0 AT LASE S 1 AR R kg AL UL >R SE B, %
B BF R E AN AT LB LME B O 4L, 7 BRI —
A R A A O, AT SE B T 5 B EHI 58, 5
BT E AR 5 Y R RIERIROR .

AT H R ERET IR SR RN R
fERLTE 2. 1 /N PE R F BRI R B SR PATEE
#£4, ZRFIA 2.2 /TR RS Prolog HUFF B L SCHL T
B a P AR—BER B3R, RXHMNSR BRI
EPITPUL R WE R TEE Z b B £958, 7T LUE X 9 e
PREHI AR IEAES | K P 5 BB R B B 3R, E AW,
TF PRI, 3 LI 0 i R ek B ) 5 R 23 ) < B
2R, Ik 3 FIFFI[3,6,9], R BAR TN Fieggnd
8] A 2R B 6 ] BB AN R AR, E LB 4 A
BFFIHERSY, IRIEREEF ARSI A P SHCE B
REETTRJ TR 25 A, SEBL T B[R] 4930 5 RAR BT L SR
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iR T SERRR .

BWIE  ASCRE TS RESERR RN T
%) Prolog i) B 3Bk LA & Prolog Xf 8+ [B] 23R #9 3iE
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