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Abstract Determining the existence of answer sets of logic programs is a key problem in answer set programming,and
is also NP-complete, Current methods for determining the existence of answer sets are mainly based on the evenness/
oddness of the number of edges in negative circles. The limitation of this kind of methods is that if a normal logic pro-
gram is not stratified, the existence of answer sets of the program cannot be accurately determined. A novel negative cir-

cle based method was proposed to solve this problem. An algorithmic framework and the correctness of the method were

presented in this paper,and its effectiveness was illustrated by example analysis.
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(N ={l},Pos(r)={l s+, 1} y Neg(r) = {1 s>+ s [, } ybody
(rn=Pos(r)UNeg(r), EMEMBBRBRTF P,Lit(P)FR P
FHAMFEXFHES. IR PHEE-LKEN -, Li
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BRU={q,r} B PH—TIHE. bu(P)={q:-not r,
ri-not q. \WEIEEN (g} FI{r})s BT e (PN (P),{¢}) =
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NR™*(NL,P)={r|r& P,head(r) € NL,body(r) () Lit
(NL)#£®,(3p)pE body(r) \ p& Lit
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FRWRIMTHERAAN »: » RELGEE NL 1, 8 Lit(r)
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BT, B head (r) 75 5E B Sh B 210 £ BE B Hi s NR™*
(NL, PYZR AT BN 7. body (r)\Lit (NL) 7E B AP I 3
W TP .

Bl 6 BHBERBRF

P={a:-not b.b:-not cynota.c*-not d.b*-not a.a -

not f.}

BRFEEFHNEEE :NL = {a t-not b. b * -not ¢,not
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(M "HYEDL B head (r) ¢ MUMR KB R -G HH, W P77
TEEER; BN P AFERES) . HIERF P AL
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FEER R, o7 EHEMER;

B 2) st PAREERN - R Pos(nNPEEEE
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HELN 218 P'={m :-not e. e : -not m. } , FEBF P RIE&E
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MW 2) WRFELE rER (L, P),body(r) PR FE-FEA]
TP RS,
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b)SHEEHN r€ P, TR Pos(r) NLFZQ, MAEFAY r
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BEALARXME A, L PR FREMEHR (L, P)
Y, i SCERCO AT AL IR YV rER™ (L, P) H. body(r) I
THILETE P pieds, N L AR FHEEESBHRE, T
R P B R (L, P, AR E R AL
fRtetk, RBIR I~ CER (L, P)), A body(r) FIEF
WA P RS, W L ARBFREEDHRE, TRET
MRF P #1T a).b) o) SFIERMAHE , A BA R ZRE
FFRIEEAFENE, AEARENRFE P ABEER. THS
H—EBEHZ T,

U5 BRFE P ABL,R (L) = {at-not f.}, BJEF
SERBEESTHE, BIELE 2, 77 P H#EBERT (L, P), F
EPHEBEGEEMYHP ={(h:notc.ci-noth.a ‘- not
fof t-not g YYRE. FICH, M ALER 1 MIBH 2 WEF P

‘ AT G P8 KR FICAE Reduct (P) .
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AHREEEEETREEAZEEFS N 3K, R5F
AR € B MR RS ENES, S 55 &R ERSBBF
& 5 M FEEHEATITIE .
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WRBEBFIHTAGRESEE, Bk v 2B EE
B, FAE LD fijin, BBERE P={a t-not b,b - not
OARFHEEE NE—RBF FEEEE,
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1. NRY(NL,P)#Q;
2. NR™2(NL,P)#0Q,
EBE3 WRPHBE_REMBERBT N P HFERE

iEBH B £ NL,

L &R NR™ (NL, P)#Q; {EBHLM r€ NR™'(NL,P),
F & head(r) € Ans(P\(NLU(NR" (NL,P)))., # U=Lit
(P\(NLUNR" (NL,P)»), X #F#8EE P\(NLU NR*
(NL,P)HyE 4, N ey (NLUNR" (NL,P), X) " A&
3L 3K head (rYFJHMEE . T head (r) € Lit(NL) , i, ey (NL
UNRY(NL,P), X) RFEE E B, B ey (NLUNR* (NL,
P)L,2XoO AN EEBEF. HlTF XUAns(ew (NLUNR"
(NL,P),X))—%, Bt P friE A4,

2. IR NRT*(NL, P)#Q, BN r&€ NR*(NL,P),
F& body(DHEFE Ans(P\(NLUNR" (NL,P))), #&
U=Lit(P\(NLUNR" (NL,P))), | X }F&EF P\(NLU
NR" (NL, PR BEIEEY body(NMBETFHFE, Bk r &
er (NLUNR* (NL, P), X), W% 7 52 8 NL %%, B e
(NLUNR*(NL,P)RHFEBEE. HTUSTEBAIEER
. T RZBFREH R AR EEEY. TR PH
EEELE,

B BB A, R BPERRFFEN T B
A5@d NR™(NL, P) RN #AT IR, B B R Em P
IR,

#8 CHFBEBEF P={a:notb,b:-notc.bi-note.e

t-not a,not f. f t-not c¢.}, NR™V(NL,P)={b:-not ¢},
NR2(NL,P)={e :-not a,not f},i@LHEK NR(NL,P)
I NR2(NL,P),P #Z1W K {a t-not b. b :-not c. f *-not
c.}o NIl PR N D EEERF, HWWRERF P F4EMR
EE.

EXNE=RTEMEEER) & PHENBERRF,
MEZEFNEFHREEREUTEAS, WZBEAE =R
EHBEERF, IZERFREFRERSHFE—EEE NL,
FABBEUTHARKME: -

1. NRY(NL,P)=0;

2. NR2(NL,P)=0,

F=RBEFITECENEZEER, AR TATEEN
FEFIENARR T8 e A FUNHE T, % 2K EALE R R
FREHASZEFNECBREFERNESE., WREEFHT
FREEBYFERNEE NZRFEEREE, SNEREF
EEESE, BEBEEEMNTFEEABLE 6 Y.

9 BHEBEF P={a:-notb,b:-not c.c t-not a.
ct-not e.e*-not f}, o NL={a :-not b,b *-not c. ¢ *-
not a. } 9 P WIEE®, NR(NL,P)=0,NR?*(NL,P)=
Q. WI|E L 95 P AE=REHNBERF.
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BREEET P, B 4 81 T —FMHI P ARBINE .
HEFBHE AN PHTAN. REHKLHEHBF
REFESCHE  MEAHESTEHE, N P BTE-LEF;
MRFEREE, WAB - RREE=FEF. XFiEE. W
RHEAERS B PR FTA LT ERAT LA ch B M R0 000 3 s, )

PRE_RBF  ENRE=XEF. HFANBFREHF
TESERE A Step2.Step3 LH. BR, MR PAFETE
B, M7E Stepd G BT SBUBLR K 0, FRTIE P E—K
BY. HEEEENNETEE 0 b B NHE R, B StepS
0 Step6 SLH, RGBT : 1D M S P #7418 r
Jy PS R HBBOFI, IR Pos(r) NS AKRZE, W Pos(r)NS
P WEIEERRE, TRTM r BN & BB Pos (r)
NS; IR Pos(n A P° kEXWEF, MZFEFE P° HE
£ R, TRATMBRAN r; MR Neg (D HELE P° ik
EXHET AW A KL PS p#fEtynot A RE, FRE
r PR not AGZARILE 3 K TRSOEER). AMEH
BFENP. 4 PhELNF,S.=SUF. #AMRANT
ot PRATAR, B EA/R YL, BRARE P2 B8R
R PRERCHES, WA P T o M T o SRR
HEZRBERT, BUABE=ZRBIF. 3 4RH TRSOHE
AEUEBRFHEESE, I TIERZER, L5 AR X
10 REH 4,
¥ . TRS(P,S)
WA EHLBEEF PAS;
Wil 2dRHRENEF P,
begin
Stepl XHEEHM € P, MR o€ Pos(r) H o € S, MZEHM » MR
a, BEHA ', P.=P\{rHU{r};
Step2 JHEBEMM r& P, IR a€ Neg(r B a €S, P.=P\{r};
Step3  WHEBHLN € P, 1SR a€ Pos(r) H a % P iRk E XM P.=
P\{r};
Stept RHEERN r€ P, R a € Neg(H H a 7E P KB L ML~
B not 183+, P =(P\{rDU )3
Steps5 i&[Bl P,
end

B3 TRS(P,S)Ep:

A%k . Asst (P,GDp)
WA ESEBEEF PP WETFHEEEGD,;
Wt RN —RET, MR 1
IRAE AT, M 2;
WMRFE=RT, W 3.
begin
Stepl 4 P:=Reduct(P),G:=GDp;
Step2 TEG P MEFTARER O BIH AR, RUXBF A HELN
s
Step3 EH Step 2 HE GHYH EBAHEREL;
Stept MR GWFRERZ,MEE 1; FN4 S: =0, % Step 55
Step5 P:= TRS(P,S),P &Ltk F;
Step6 IR S=SUF, ¥ Step 7, FM S: = SUF, % Step 5;
Step? N P ¥y HEE, MERE 2, FAEE 3.

end
B4 Asst(P,DGp) Bk

ENX 10(PP(S,P)) # P R(—BHEBEFE,SCLit(P),
PP(S,P)=Lit(r|r€ P,head(r) € S),
EHE4 PHRBEF PHEERLEX, E SSX,U=PP
(S, P), M;ZBERF e (P, S BEI KR M,
BB SSX,U=PP(X,P),BiIEEH 1, X H P WE
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BEH X B—BH,Y ey (P\oy (P),S) K1 &£, W%
X=8UY., Wit 2. 1 WRFH e (P,S)= ey (P\oy (P,
SHUey by (P),S), 3 H S K by (PYWEIELE, FEA e (b
(P), S WIEIEERN S, iht X K P EIZEE, B SSX, BTl e
(P\by(P) , SRFIES SA—BRIMN, T e (P\u (P, S
Ueu (by (P), YW EIZEEE R SU ey (P\ou (P, S ) [HZ 4, Bl
M=SUY,Hiit X=M,

ML 1 WE MAEBEET P MEESE,SSM, M M N
EHEF TRS(P,S)HEZLE.

JERA .18 M H P M EI& 4, U=PP(S,P),P £t TRSO
BLH Stepl 1 Step2,78 ev (P, S)  RIEEIE 4 18, B M B)
ETZEBRE o (P, OWHEE, MASERERF o (P, S,
223 Stepd, S FALRE r€ e (P S) : lIR Pos(rFEFE ew (P, S)
HRE BT, MR F IR, BN A G T
R ERHES, TEMBRZRN », B85 P, WRAN -
) Neg (DFETE a,JF B a 76 P'hsksE L H) a € M, TRS
(P, YW [ LRI A M,

RIEE 4 WELADE LB EEFS N 3 2, mRIR M
1, ss— R R A 2, WA BT R E 3, B =
KRRF, FTEEHS A THE Asst(P, DGp) By IEHHEIE
M,

FES5 DA PHEHNBEBERF. P HERFHEHREN
DGp,

DR Asst(P,DGp) =1, P AE—KEHBEET;

DR Asst(P,DGp)=2,0] P A R IFHLEBHEET;

IR Asst(P,DGp)=3,0] P AE ZREMSEBEF.

FIFRRAEEUER  REE R TP ERTFHE L
4 S 1 ABRIE DIERE, M DEENE, BT
BEEH SRR ES T,

6 EHEEDEEFEEAIE

AN ZIGB BRI P 6 B R A AR TE A
Fik. FXREFHECE NLT S5,

a) NR™YW(NL,P)=Q 1 NR"2(NL,P)=Q, lLB} 8 NL
HE—-RGEME;

b) WRNR(NL,P)#®)FH(NR*(NL,P)#0), itk
BFR NL RSB K EEHE.

T EFEEEE, A TR EERAER
¥ (A58 DNOBERE 6 ) DNEOEE), B¥: DNWP)
HWE - REEEFEEENEESE . R P HEE-IEZEE
MU FEPHERE—FAN . B2 r A THY head
(N BAKGEZM, BELIHMT .

DR » B THES head (r) , W) head (r) € M, body(r)
FRSCFRIMIL. N T RARX —HE, TR R
Bl r A BRARE R 1,308 S=1{head (D}, ZA B HE
#:HY Stepl SEH.

2)P WM AR TRS(P, ) HLER N F, & S=
SUF, FMEIM T EX TRS(P, ) #T4W, HEITE 4
¥ik,4 A:= EP(P,,P),B:=BUP,/A, X8 A LR
HAEMLSAUR BN BARTE N 1 ELI, B R R ok
BRI B BARTE S 0 BRI, i AR p B IR 1Y StepZ., Step3 I
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Step4 L8,

DWMFE rc A SHEZEEE, TR P HFEMELS;
MNRAE P REE—FHN ' 18 head(r) € Neg ('), W i&
WU BTN B A r=7 36 PR BUH AL S HE
head(r) € Neg(+) Rk, S _r:r”,é‘r\ S=head(r),FFH 1).2)
BACHE .. ZABRHE L DN(P)#) Step? L8,
¥ : DN(P);

HWAEEE P;

Bl RAEEREE, Sl 05 A M o — A &S S

begin

Stepl ZERF P PERHEARZZEBRENAM P =P;HA.=
{r},B=0,S;={head(r)},T:=1;

Step2 P:=TRS(P,S),4& F X P ¥HEL;

Step3 MR S#SUF,M S:=SUF,# Step2, T Stepd;

Stepd HIH P#£F, Bl P 8 P’ %% Steps;
HM A =EP(P,,P),B:=BUP,/A,% Stepb;

Steps U DN(P)=0, & T=2, M58 [ 0; iR T=1,% Step7;

AN S:=SUDN(P'),% Step2;

M r¢BHT=1,MEM S; M r€BHT=1, 0%

Step?; R r& B B T=2,0R[E S; FN:RE 0;

Step? A S=Q,3H7E P RBUEHN »7; N5 head (r) N Pos(/ 0,
W 7. =7", 5% 5] Step?; ML Neg (+) Nhead () D, W r: =
¥ %% %y Step2,

Step6

end
K5 DNPYEL

% DNE(NL,NR1(NL,P),NR2(NL,P));

WA LEBBFNEER NL,NR-U(NL,P)#1 NR"2(NL,P);

W AEEES R 1L AFERE LS 0;

begin

Stepl TR NR™V(NL, P)7# O, MEUH BT A BN r,A: =AU head

(), U;=PP(NR™'(NL,P)),% P, =ey(NL,A), &N P=
NL;

Step2 fNSE NR™2(NL,P)#®,P:=P/NR*(NL,P);

Step3 I P AHAESEE NL, WZBFHERER AR 1,50
%€ Stepd;

Stepd BUNZEHE NL',inH NR-U(NL',P)#£Q 5{# NR~*(NL,
P)# @, W& F DNE(NL, NR~! (NL’, P), NR?(NL',
PY), & %% Stepb;

Step5 N5 DN(NL )70, MR E 1; BN [E 0,

end
6 DNE(NL,NR-Y(NL,P),NR™2(NL,P))&¥#:

10 DNOBEWAA. SHBF P=1{a :-not b.
bi-notco,notd.ci-notd.d -not a. YWIBE-FHREBEME 7 Br
~EFRHHEEEDR .

7 fl10 FHREFHEER

BE 7 WA P RS - R E B R EE R, B AR
L a ¢ -not b. 18 S=1{a}, 4T Stepl W]f# P=TRS(P,S)=
{at-noth.binotc.ci-.},S={a,c}, %t Step2 18 P=
TRS(P,S)={a - not b. b t-not c. ¢ *-. },S={a,c}, WA}



A={at-notb.c*-notd.},B={bz:-not cynotd. d *- not
a.},@Fat-not b¢ B, WEBFHAEREE S.

THEEHE6 4 THEE DNOKIERY.

EE6 DR PAE-REEH,

D #i5k DN(P)50, 0| P fE7E 1% %5 DN (P);

2) IR DN(P)=0,l| P RfFfEIEE,

RIBEH 6, NF P A~ EREEEF, B NR(NL,
P)YS#E NRTI(NL, P ARASE, MEETEEZ P Py b
FNFE 0 R AME E B, WM NR2(NL, P)
FrEG L ER & MER Lit(NR™(NL, P) R BT, %5 E
BSmR, TR T A EEEBRTF  NEENEE MERE
- BEBNENL, NEFABHRKNEE B MRTE T E B
¥Rl SR, Wiz B BB P e IR, B 6 hAH THX
fEY:., FEMFA DNL(P,NR (NL, P), Ans(P/(NLU
NR* (NL,PY)BERAM B EB R EFEREHE X T—
AEEE, R NRV(NL,P)#l NR*(NL,P) &/ —4 4
AARNE, NFTREE 6 MRk AW, ERE LS, TH A
R4 S EIEZ B R S, FHEIAEH 7,

# ¥ DNE(NL,NR™*(NL,P),NR*(NL,P)YHTFH
EERBEBEBEENFEE.D WHR NRT(NL,P)#*
Q. MHFE rENRP(NL,P), 4 S:={head(r)},P:=¢ey
(NL,S),F P wiyBEsL, W S. =SUF. B EHEE
%R TRS(P,S),HF S=SUF, R&/5HBAEF P, g P’
B AL, B ER NL FERLE, BN NL fEE
BKEEE, THEFH DN(P) B — S H k. 2) nE
NR™2(NL,P)#®, B NL\NR2(NL,P) P REATED,
WxEEBAEREE; RMREAE _KEE8, NiEAH
DNEQ#—#£HIii, ENFEE —AKE -, MAMH DNO
HUKH

11 DNEOBLHMNE, BHEBF P={b:-not a.
bt-noth.ht-notbh.gi-noth.ci-noth.ci-notd.d:-note.

et-not f. f:-not c. )RR FHEEEMA 8 B (BF Y

ABEL .
=
B O—O
B8 #l11 FrERTHEE

WEE L 9, P HE=2HKEF, HNE 8 718 P HFEFHA
HEE, R NL,={b:-not h. h t-not b. g *-not h. },
NL,={c t-not d. d *-not e. ¢ *-not f. f *-not c. }, 3 H
NR™Y(NL;,P)={b:-not a. }F1 NR"2(NL, ,P)=0, Bl &
EB NL AE_REEB, FRE NL XWEKHEFHERR
FIBRY & 5,48 TRS(NL,, {a}))={g t-not h. }, B ZEF
AEEBEHE MIBEE LK EMBEBEFH TRS(NL:, {a})
FAERESE, B NL, FAERZE, FNETF NR(NL,,
P)=@ M NR*(NL;,P)=0Q,# NL. A —KEEH,
F DNO®# NL, FAEREE, HHEF P FERZES,
THE b ER 7 EHERE DNEOMIERYE.

EEBT7 PH-NEMBERBR. & NLAI-IE R
BEE,

DR DNE(NL,NR™'(NL,P), NR™*(NL,P)) =1,

W NL FERIESE;

2)n# DNE(NL,NR'(NL,P),NR2(NL,P))=0,
W NL REFEREE,

TEHA :

DM AR IEHEIER., it DNE(NL, NR™' (NL, P),
NR*(NL,P))=1,) NL RFERZLE. E5 NL A—1
W KA EE N NRV(NL,P)#Q 8% NR*(NL,P)#
O, B ARFEFEP\(NLUNLY(NL, D) ES 4, BIEER
1,0 P f RISl P =ey (NL, AYSE, B NL REFFERIZE
05 PP ABEERSE, N P AE=REMNBSEBREFH P’
FESEE NL 3B DN(NL) =0, B#EE % DNEO#&
DNEO=0,5Ri&FE. BEAHIL, BME DNE(NL,
NR™Y(NL,P),NR2(NL,P))=1,1 NL #1EF%4&,

2)4n& DNE(NL,NR™*(NL,P),NR*(NL,P)) =0,
EHNL -1 KEFEHE, W NR (NL, P)> 0 & #&
NR™*(NL,P)#0. i& A A#F P\(NLUNL" (NL,P)#y
B4 ARIEEIE 1,0 P EE £l P =e (NL, ARE,
DNE(NL,NR™'(NL,P),NR?(NL,P))=0, W% P' %
HIE—NE—~REEBNL 8 DN(NL)=0,H PP RHE=
KREMBEBEF, TR PHBREEAE NL' e, NU'ARFE
FEMESSE, N P ARFERLSE, T2 NL AFERSE,

MU EEEe A, MR IEMBERY P LS EE NL,
BT PR EE NL Y9754 NR'(NL,P)=0 M
NR™*(NL, P)=Q, W Rl ¥ %38 88 Fr (5 25 8 17 76 7 19 4 o
Akl NL BIEEEAHNAN. MR P AHFEREB R
EXFTE B EE NL 33 NR™V(NL, P)# 0 5# NR?
(NL,P)ZQ, N P fEfE B,

7 EBISH

275 R A 521 S 156 B 8 4B AR B 5 SR AR AR PR Y HI T
3% R RS A RS SRR EE RALLEE, AT iR
BH BN,

BF P={e:-d,a.at-e.ht-e.gi-b. fi-a. g - not
fsnoth,pi-notn. fi-noth,notg.hi-not finotg. gi-p,
not j.n t-not m} WEFHEBEE A 9 fin, HPEKRERE
Eill, BRFREED . Wi MREF P HITHME, B hix#
PP ERTCA S TE AL , AR FFEE SR, ARTESE 4 B 1 3
D,{ei-dya.at-e.hi-e. gi-b. fi-a)IBMEE, % Reduct
(P)= {a‘t-notbynotc.b*-nota,notc.c*-nota,notb. pt-
notn.n :-not m},Reduct(P) M RFHEHEE WE 9(b) fim,
FEE I B, BHEEX 6 BEBEEB NL={a -not b,notc. b
-not a,notc.c - nota,noth. g *-not i. }, NL BJJR-FHEHE
G 9() fiR . B : NR™(NL,Reduct(P)=Q,NR *(NL,
Reduct(P))=0, BIEFEXL 9, P HEZREMBBREF. A
HEHIWE A 90O BBRFREEMFELRT. 2/ 9
(O, NL A —RE 2B, R DNOE S, RIRFELE NL
H— A EIEHEM,b :-not a,not c. A HTHS, Bl b€ M, N
#1(a,0), (c,)ARH 1,5= (b}, HEXBBBRF P iffT
8] : TRS(NL,S) K3{b -}, A={b*-not a,not c. } , LW
b -not a,not c. FIXEEA (c,8),(a, ) WK 1;B={a :-
not bynot c. ¢ *- not a,not b, } PHMBIXER R (e a),
(bya)5(asc)s(byo) , B¥IHARIER 0, 1T (b 2 -not a,not c) &
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B,# DN(NL)={a},Hit NL FFER& % {a}, W P
TEEEE,

O) 4RERREr AR TREE (C) KT EERGHH SN
B9

W DLV SREHIEEBF P MEEE R (arn}, (6,0},
{en}. BREBFPETEEES, B RIER.

SFRE ANGEHT-MHHEEREZBRFFEENT
BHER. BT X EAZEBFHTAN, REHLH
JERIESGERBF SR 3 2, NTiH EMZER R K HE R
BT EMBEBEFEFINHE. SHTEERFHNS
REWIEA THEMERE. KM TIEQHE. &%
i 23 RO A At A BB 43T » R R A SO B A 1 SR A
& UREZ RN A THWNEMZBERFEEEMEHT
.
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