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Abstract  Symbolic execution is widely used in static code analysis and automatic test generation for its well controlled
precision and code coverage. When applied to analyze a program, symbolic execution traversals all possible states by
simulating the execution of the program to analyze the data-flow and control-flow information and get results, High pre-
cision and coverage request detailed and complete description of program states, which will lead to the path-explosion
problem in almost all implementations of symbolic execution. State merging is an effective way to solve the path-explo-
sion problem. We firstly proposed an algorithm for the merging of states from different paths, then abstracted the states
in a proper way to expand the application scope of the algorithm, Finally, we discussed the actual effect of state merging
and put forward an optimization scheme. The whole algorithm is deployed in ShapeChecker, which is our symbolic exe-
cution tool,and experiments show good results in performance,

Keywords Symbolic execution, State merging, Query cost, Memory model, State abstraction

1 5

REEFRTRE—ERRMATT RFGARY BIRZ—,
BF AR BFHESI T AEFRIER BT AR R
B EE . BFRIEERRIERFERIER R8T
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FEE T BEIERBT ZR M, BH WS IT iR
WAL T EHUAR A MR RO AR K G5 W R R M 2 1 O
T AR BB T AR 3 R BRARE T B R B , BRI IR R LK
R LR BT R R EE e, Bk T FF R FF S /A7 45
LR —KBkER.

HXREMRAANCEZR T — MR THFS
PAT 517 TH ShapeChecker. 5T MPRIEF #1338 10 8 RAS R
B, T RS A TSR FS IS HE, B4 & TR IFE3F
AR 0% 1T RS A R ERE , MTHARE T TRESFEIF
i AT P TED  3 AT S B N AR SN R T4
W BB AT R S R P LR . XN S BUR S
MTTIRE T4 SRR F s ES s 1ot TRIIA
T EEUE SUE R, XN i 1 R BOR ST T 0 LT, R
DT X El—AN BB ST IR B, LB T W4 B 434 (Composi-
tional Analysis), P24 YE TR FAEE W ShapeChecker 43
PR R PR — K E R, & X F BTSRRI ) &
RS BT A TR A B R A B R R R, R KA
TR A RR S/ S PAT TRMAY R ERE. &
X FETEMT.

IR B HTER OB A TR A

AL, BRI T AR B ENAAREHTAIFNE R
FIELI .

« EFHSPRATEAR MR B THRES I, FFHGE
FEPATEE , BB EERRN BRI S WREHTEFF.

< AREXTE I AR HAT A IR E RN AT B &
RHAE BB HATEE G IR, AR FSPATHT T
BRI B4R .

AIE 2 A B S 47 T A ShapeChecker A 240
FRFEE AP 5 3 FABFENTIEAE, RTRF5
AT B AR SR M (R BB BT R o 1) B AR B O RE R RN 5B
4 A B EEAR B PRSI R M KPR RUR LU R X B & 3
AL 368 5 W4 LA R B 4 MAHC TR 4,

2 ST I E ShapeChecker ik

ShapeChecker FIAEZR INIE 1 AR, ShapeChecker 9%
AA LLVM H[a i, 5O B 5t CiE s BT S 3
I X : CiE 5 AR B RS A Rk X R L
BER,2RTR . BATR S ERY LIS R 28%
EFRRBE BT B R E R R REE TR
HEXERTHPEUER, 252 Clang BRI /Y
LLVM sE RS K K E 1k T R F K45 AT it 12,
SN, LLVM BRABS BRERE, E TN EEGI AXER,
LLVM T E&A X LLVM S (a5 o ) {5 B3 AT IR 1L,
HTRB TR ARG R,

[Livmmres - raezg |

v
[ Ars  lo{msnasielo] aximz |
v

[ a#zz | geussz |

B 1 ShapeChecker 5 HfT T HEZR

B 1R BT B R S AT T R MBS, HAE A
EPF—TEFERES, e hEESEANBRFRE
HEATRUIIAAT , RVRYE M BT P RSB A 7R OB FIRE
BEATEERN X 72 R i 2 AR LA i 2 7 R e 3o SE T R
MR RS TR A, NTT8 Bl — RIVA R AT R FE R
FrE i B FrIRfE R B th 2 VA A ATRR AR 2 RSB
558 AT 2 B [ RE 24 Y R W R B HISE » A HOR 4%
HZE A ) 4 5 9 T TR R AR ] T 6 IO TR K LU 5 £ A
iR BEFRENEN ZE AL EEHRHRFRE
R M AR, I B SIRE T — KT HBRFRE, X4
AR A KBS B AR TR LS L R R
TRMREL B R AR NS . RS T —HEFR
B RS AT R B2, TSR SR P U —
RE WITRRS T HITREREY, ERRESTTRERS
HE S PITE R .

KA S PATEARNEF R THS DI SR AT
FFP 80 3 B AT AT B AL, R e B S i TR AR
B RIRR ARBTG5 R KRR AR T I E —
SR . S PUTEDRSE D #07  KER MR F 1T
B BT A RS 25 ) o AT B HH B A AR SR SR B ER AR R A il
R ERFBAIRREE BRIHHELT X BN BRI R
5 M HE B s ZE R TP AR B G5 A0 o Y BLAR 2 R S SR AT B IR
BUT » o347 LRI TR 4 SR A a2 RSB RS 7
XEEERBGE K, T BCRA SRR & R X F— 28
BHEREXILREFEN, FS T AR LB EF
BT RPRAS S 8, T3 94 B A A2 30538 U R AL T
BREBHRBEBITH; EREWELNER S ERERMOT
SRR, R Sl R R A AR T R AT PR

3 BERSHREAEH

HE AT AR P ARARSB RS, 20 F L REEHE
—MEFERSBENEAR. RESHFEWRITRSESHE
REMFBREFEMHL, FF NG ShapeChecker FF5 HAT 5]
o AR AT X L ARG AT RS S HE W
it.

3.1 AR EERIE R

X & EPATHRE N HE R FBCRSBEMRA TR £
PAT branch FAIEF, AR BREE KB R, M E=ABAR
R R PAT B 42 5 3X X BLEE 5 BUAT &8 MRS A HBH
B RA LY B X I PAT B A% M Bk 3% IR 5 B B A0
B A B BARES B B 42 2951 o, 3 DAR B 2% 0 8 B St o
XX B AREBTR ST PITEN =L B RPITHRE
) switch FH# AL HH 5 branch FHJH L, £ case I E
HER T SN EEZNEPRE.

WA 2 Bs B4R BB AFS BT B SESE 1-5 T/ A&
WA R AT, TR & AFIE A R A A HAE B
v Tl 2 s B AR R R A ML AT, WIS 6 1770488 7 1TH935 4
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HEPUTHRIFBARK, XBRAT=ETHHTIR. HEXK
WEAEREMARSE I LR PREE IR —4, W]
AW X R ST TTAR

1. if (cond(x)) {

2. true-statement-without(y,z);

3.} else {

4, false-statement-without(y,z);

5.}

6. do-something-with(y) ;

7. do-something-with(z) ;

8. do-something-with(x).

B2z RESHABRH

HSMTARPHRESERTEQCTIITRIENER A6
HIMERRAE BRI . WA REPHFSHERERSR
HERZHARY, BLEREICFAEFIIT AR E
F &S B B2 43R (Path Constraints) , ShapeChecker ZE$14T31
Bt FERAT AT, I AR EIC RN AR NE ARG
B X—WAE B AR E A58 . ShapeChecker R
REHL L 4 T HRE, BARREITH (e, poses,as) , HEF XL
mr,

« LEFHHEES EFSPITIERIC S TEF RN
WIS MT — %S

* po: BRYIH, AR P FFIRBAT R S BT KB R
LI BRR SRAE AR

s cs: BR N 722 8] (Concrete Space) , IBEAF B PITH 1%
X NFERAE KR, TR YRTREF A RERER.

* as: R A F¢ =5 J6] (Abstract Space) , — 2B N FFEH TR
BE— PR, R IBEXT RA X N B ST R BT 1
B, NTIHEL T TR IFFZE 1 .

Afapfez AR OMK Q@ P _THRRFR XK
FRBRIER D FEF PSR AL FIE .

Variable—>Address\J value ¢

Address—Address\J value )]

BREs HEEERbERNESE,, EAXREFS
R/ I FEZS 18], T EL R F AR 25 (B 3 R T RRAFEE 1Y
— SRS, B R TR R UM SR NSRS . Hh
KPS AIBM RS AR ON 5IETER , R A&
W2 R B T W RS B E AR TT, XA
FFE TR B R B R B Hh R T
3.2 R&EH

ShapeChecker 4343 #2528 b T SCBURRY . X FHATTLL
BIHIRES, HFENEF SEHEREK, RS G IFEE
EhmXBERARNEHF MENESEREH MR NES
[E A 3% 3 ERATA AL, HEARLHINE 3 Fim. HBAWET
B SBAESHRE(es o) , B A FBIINE R true, 5
EANBECREFEHRE es; BNRE false, B8 H LM,
HBB=AS8EH.

1. Procedure merge_state(es’, es’, &es)
2. begin
3.  vset'=var_set(es’)
vset’=var_set(es")
if vset' 1= vset”
return false
else
vset=vset’
end if

10. init_state(es, vset)

L ® N e

11. merge_path_constraints(es’, es”, es)
12. foreach v in vset
13. merge_concrete_space(v, es', es’, es)
14, end foreach
15. if apply_abstract_space_merge_rule(es’, es’, es)
16. return true
17, else
18.  return false
19. endif
20. end
3 RESIHEE
3.2.1 BBUHRPLEAZGEH] _
TR REEFHRIFRE e = U, parscsras) Fles =
Usperseszsasy) s HBERAR par A pe S4BHER T NEFH
HREDPATRIX B MRS BT B Z W8 R4 FERAEELH S
BERYRERA—NRE B EWARRREANLR, AT
EHEBMERT BRARD ; HEWMRERBEH, MAHE
MEFIHRSPITRX B HHRESHHREWRENBREY
WA po F pe: KREE,BP
pe=pei () pe: ®
po Fl po; REAREASHREN ARSI REHR
fiE, BB ETOE XS REFEY:
pei’ = pei—peyi=1,2 W
MBS PATA AR T, REARESRINEHF R
AGARBENER, H—TERER MRS RENEEE
F R B, A 35 RS o B i BUE R X RER O
HEARB &G TARESFIFORSREDSHOBE. &
BBBRAREITHEER, FIA ite(if-then-else) KiAR: ite
(cond sexpri sexpry) , i L : SR cond W, MBEA~3R 3K
RBUER expry , EMBER expry o XTT est Ml es; FEIF—
NER z, HEE AW MREPHE, MWESHERSPHE
BRARZE, BUREBBARA I PHE B ite KX,
BAERmE 4 Fir,

if eval(es, ,x) =eval(es; ,x)
xt =eval(es; yx)
else
xt =ite(pe,’,eval(es; , x),eval(esy , x))

end if
F4 AERfrshiRnait
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B4 po’ ORI EBR, BT pa’ M pe. HJF X
HHEHFRASERGEN. AR ETREERTENESN
RN RER, AT EEZHREBY, X—Ham
BEHBASE 4 TR ERITS.

3.2.2 #EABERGEF

R 2 B A N8 3 7E ShapeChecker 745 5 ) 5
W LT, R R s R PRI R # AT A I
ShapeChecker h, E R BRI T BEQFEH R LB EELERY
Lseg R Wi R REH) Diseg FIIHAR Z UMY Tree,

A TR B PR, Ak A Lseg S0 14 BA 4ih 52 B T 4 1

prastyp” typ=typeltyp;’

"N PerSer(typ) =

B RE R R SE R, A MR E A R A0S I E
RICHRL7]. B 5 K Lseg MBRILE L :p g 53 HRB
Mk B AR, s RARBITSANAFZE; REH
Lseg A SLEE X NN REBARNS KRR, B4adh—
ANEFERRBAN— 84 QO ET A

=g/ s==empty) V (valid(p) A PtrSet
{prUs'A

A
lseg(ty* ps ty" q, )=(p=
(ty) = = {next} A lseg(ll getelementptr p nextll, q, §) As==
{p} Ns'==empty)

B 5 LsegiBiAlBEX
Lseg i§AKIE S AT .

{next}

P& getelement ptr p idx==data

(0<lidz<<i A\ idzFnext) NP’

(SingleNodeToLseg)

P Allgetelementptr p next]l==q~
P’[ g/l getelement ptr p next1][data/[getelementptr p idx 1] A lseg(p>q,{p})

P=>{p g D==empty

(JoinTwoLseg)

P Nlseg(psq +{p}) Niseg(q yro (g )~ PAlseg(psrs {prg )

s is _fresh PS fresh(p) N fresh() AP’

P A Niseg(pors{psq))~> P Niseg(p,rss) N fresh(s)

SingleNodeToLseg #L Il #8 M2 R A& vh IR BB A 8 i)
HEMBHM T A BEMR RN ANER RERE
Lseg 952 X F1 JoinTwoLseg LI, 4% & A RN FE M BT &
(Cut Point) N Bt F KR, ] F SimplifyLseg 3 W% % B

4
true, true,€ ~ true,€ , ¢, ¢

ASI,AS ,,9€Il(€.tt(€yt’9l ”9t)’5’95”7-§')'\’ As’5,$ao 751

(SimplifyLesg)

B iAW AFZ RIS ISz E. BARANRBE—
Ry AW AT REBORE. EXHRHmERN T, R
FrR B i SOMXHr BAH R B R AR 6 2, R M 2 1 Bt

FREMAIEHIN .
(Basic Rule)

lesg(h ot »5) NAS ,iseg(H .t 7,5) NAS 7,e~ Iseg (hyt,s) NAS,€ .0y ,0,

(Lseg-Match Rule)

(when(h" 1", ) € (elUEQ) A comb. (' vt Y=t N\ comb: (s’ ,5)=5))

AS/ 9AS ”,ext(e.z:t(e,t/,h,t) ,5,7075)"’ AS,€,,30 761

(Lseg-PE-Left Rule)

lseg(h vt »5 ) NAS ,AS 7 e~ Iseg(hyt,9) NAS,e .6, U .1, 8

(when(h' ", k) € (eUEQ) A comb. (' ,h) =t A comb, (s’ ,0)=5)

Lseg-Match M RR Y56 FHFWHNMREES B 5%
—A Leeg IBHZ FREEEHBR—MREMTRT AL EE
$H) Lseg 1B & Lseg-Match BT 444, W Wl LUK X
ARSI IR Lseg-Match FLWHAT 6 3, BB & HSHRE;
LsegPE-Left MMFB R A HREP AL RE BRI ER
2K Leeg ARG I MMM . X BTAEE IR RN R A
AHRL Y-S R, B B T RAVG BD Basic A1, W4 3% 8 2h; &
), 25 05k L FAE fT 0L 00 B JC 25 UG BT Basic AL, W& 3F 5
.

RN, e RARERSEIHABI LN —RIIE
BER, —MEBHRER( e ", OBTRESHIH MRS D
R M EEHBEOREPEBERT ¢ X TEBRERE
A F L AR A AT LASRAIE S 2 2 B 8 ST AR A X B R Rl
FH BEMNE I AR T R R AR R R4 FHRTH
TR, BBEATCRESNGE EQ EXT BN A S M EH X
N :{(e,e,¢) |e is not a primed var} ; comb. REERHEEEIHF
R IR ERMIIEE, HE LT

comb, (¢ ,é=

e, if (¢,¢,e)Ee
{e', if =¢" (5)
x for some z€& FV(s,e’,¢"),

6,0 LR TXREPAIBHAMEREBEI, 0,0

otherwise

WEEARRE B9 PE S AR B3, 0 RO AR A R AR

FOOR 9O
inaa e ke’

K6 Lseg &FHmE

&6 th L FEAF AR RAR MRS REP YRR
FERMERER. XTFHE 6, 2MBFHMREFHR
VBN Iseg(prris51) Nlseg(rioqu »s2)F Lseg(pyrz s 52) Nlseg
(r2,q2554) , 3L B Lseg-Match HW G, AR lseg (p, 7,
550 Niseg(ryqyss) o FH A5 WAL Lseg-Match $LIIIEY, o
Mr, ESTEFE KN Lseg-March LB FEB =7TXFR
e FEBEUR , BILRRE S 3. STFHE 6(b) . KHMRSEH
TEARIBIRN Iseg(psrsss1) Nilseg(risquys: ) F lseg(Pyrz 553D N
Iseg(rs gz s54) HEXTEE—A~ Lseg BRI AL Lseg-Match #iL 1|
ZE AR e URBENXAREEQTRALE n M HE
WIRR, FTLA R 25 K B Lseg-Match #EI, & 3 5% K.
& 6(b) F I RA T AR FEM A, &35 I ReemHT A
REFHITEARREE
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3.3 HENTHENBGERNEHA
SIARSEHE FEPTHEWIELIE 7 FiIR, w_
List R WATHREE A, H K main BEFHPE R
B, KB RATR true,
1, Procedure symbolic_execution(w_list)
2. begin
3. merge set:=0
4. while w_list = @ or merge_set != @
5 s 3 =select_state(w_list)
6. if s = NULL
7 merged_set : =merge(merge_set)
8 w_list : =w_list |J merged_set
9 merge_set : =@
10, continue
11.  endif
12, update_set : =execute(s)

13.  foreach s’ in update_set

14. if location(s') € Merge_Point
15. update_set : =update_set/{s’}
16. merge_set ¢ =merge_setJ {s'}
17, end if

18.  end foreach

19. update(w_list, update_set, s)
20. end while

21, end

7 mAAFRERRASIITRE

FREEN ,merge_set RNBBGIHA BERAEIH
REREES . BHES ST w list PHEB—REs, 1
4b ) select_state BRBKH T RAKM AT R, & w_ liss Ry
%5, 2%3 s 2 NULL, \fifih & 55 7— 10 47 HACHS, S merge_
setPHRAHAT A IF, WA F BRI A REBR BB w_lisz
o w_list RRZE, M HBEPATE 12 /789184, update_
set FARPAT s BFEERRESEES. B B-1BBIFRANTH
TREMREEPHHERS, ZFELFA& A, WHERBA
merge_set ;5 A4k TF & 3 A (Merge_Point) , ¥ H A
w_listh, 85 19 T RRIBYE update_set BYHBIRE s BHr
w_list,

AR ARSI AR YRR AT R ER R AR F
BRZBEES—MLE SHT A, RIS SR ABE—
BEIR . B—EEIATABPN FHE LR SNIER
EARMR A, ZE llvm H ] R A9 CFG(Control Flow Graph)
FHREABERTIHHEAARTE-LKEGFA. HXK,ITAR
HT LA A A5 5IA T BIR RN B BT A
(Function Behavior) Fl g # ##§ & (Function Summary)™!, 3
THRE TR HEHS, A DB TE R B0R A R F6R [
BXPREHATEI NTTSIATHE R A 8. EREAM
HBATRS S I AR R B A R RSB AT >
IO FB o AT S L T 7 A B R P RS RO B R 5 78 R 0K 3] R

HATRE G I T LR R R BT I VSR
4 REEFIHMRL

FITRIREEHSIABEZ EERNASEH, XS
FEREFHEHTRBBRARBAEE A B ITORESEH
DR RAL, - F RIS AREE I E ST R BOm BEK
i
4,1 HTiHME

RS AT IR RTE I 48 R E APRAR T AR SR
WHAMNRSER. FSEENFEETS, HRERHER
YRRER, MHEENR R SRBARTEXRNE. HHF5H
TR R — LB REN BN FEENEHRTHE
B, HEREBRWNERFSE, MR EAAYRCRES. MEH
FORBHMOEERENBLT XM B EEBIRTRERE
HWEBRFSERRARHEARERZNEREE,

BRAeFEREROREBBM AN, EEGFER
BEHEHPRTIEPEBERFNT . SR EREHE
THRSE, IEHEENFSHENEROTSE, BKFE
ERMNRATRMENE B, WEEE LHRESEFE,
IRXFE AT 2, LR A I BT R M2

Jit, REERARE, BIP A I ANER o BRAEHR
i, EREFMREEHE ANEBEF ABFERITER, &
RS R AR B AR T RNRER G I L AT 2
FEPATERANFEFE. MXZER o HITEHE,518R
KRigEa RAFEEMFEERERETRIE: DR v 23R
BHEFRERTHRE NE LN ite FFEH, X RAHFH
WEfEE I 2) B REEH R o EAHENEEERT
ite FFSHE, HERMBB/FAHREEE. GERRENEXE
BHBCEERTRR -

ghv(D) = {v| (costay (1) — costg (L, v)) + (a+1) * costs

(L, 0) +c08;0q (L I >cOst 4y (D F-costa; (D} (6)
He, gho(DFRTE [ A EHPE I G s costu (D RIRAE
ARESEFHBERT B NCREE (AT IR ENENR
W costge (L, )RIRTE L BRI T AHBRIEZRB o T
FHE DM AR« BR R TREIERNERE R ite
FRIEA TR A FOR 2SR AN [0 83 &, X MEX
F 1scostos (L, RAER v B TFIRE 2) B INH LR 1%
RS
4.2 RBARONEHMMEL

B ARERE XM, EEFE I RREP R AR
A NEE NS E, WLEPRESE IR BEATOK
BN CFER. Bt A RIS AERARERRE
i, R E A, HTARRFESHFAREN BT EHE
Bon, A B xRN OB B A RIE.

B IABBIT B R cost (I, query) , & X ANEF
BUERPAT—RENEIREL € LT -

Bx cost(l, query) +B % cost(I, quers) +query(l,e), if instr(D=brance(e,l’ , ")

cost(succ(D) ,query) +query(l,e),
cost(l,query) =

’

cost(succ(D) yquery) ,

if instr()=assert(e) or instr(l) =mem_acc(e) o '

if { is the last instruction

otherwise
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H, query RET —MAU, O N BB ERLFRRTE L &b
MRFER e HITHTNETTERBAFKRES, WRFE
WERE 1, i RAREENERE 0, AFCRERETEERMFES
A EERENMNAREN AR, BEFR P oNER
query(L,OBRXFRTR. AFFXRBAEBSHE,
BT T B R AR B BB A4 UE LI B0<
B<OAR”, BARELLBIRAM TR, T U ERRIFES
AL IR R ERRE.

e sym(s, XA R v TERE s PHFEME, HiT de-
pend (L, v, R UM IRIER ¢« KRBT 1 AEZER v 8
18,5546 cost(l,query) , 0] LB BN costr, (1, 0) 5 costog (s v) F
costy (DRITHEFTR:

costy (D) =cost(L, AU ,e)).

ite( v (sym(s1,0) V sym(sy s v)) A depend (L, v, 1,
e,1,0 ®
cost (Lyv) =cost(1, AL ,e).
ite( 3 v: (sym(sy » ) V sym(sz s ) A (1 [v]l=s[vD A
(depend(l,v,1"€)),1,0) »
costea (1,v) =cost (1,A(L ,e).
ite( Jou: 1 (sym(s1,v) V sym (53, 0v)) A st
[vlt=s:[v]) A (depend(l,v,l s€))41,0)
ao
Heb,si Ml s, RARFRRRIFHBHORE. XK@ LH TR cost
s query) T E costy (DM EEE, PEEE v EE—RE
R BE, query fRIEFE U BB BB R o i, HXERZER
HRERBTRFA LW ER o, IER 1L, BRATE—K
KgASAA, AR E o;F#, X(DEAER v ELIFS
HEERNMRETAMHE, GBI AE R ite BERX
FERRBEREGANOHETR v HEKEREGHHE R
RS /E5 1R R BAMOK A8 B

A F LB HHE sym (s, v) BE BT AR
AR, HERNFSEAZRET & HHH - FE r(0<
Y<1” W costa (D W EARSLIN] LLFTILINT -

costy (D=7 % cost(L,A(!' ye). 1D an

R TR RE R TFE, ST cost (L v) H costea (1,
), LIV R A EA 2 R Bl T Bk 2R B M B SN K
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